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Transportation Summit

The second annual Transportation Matters Summit was a huge success. More than 650 people
attended the sold out half day event in downtown Denver. Colorado Governor John Hicken-
looper, U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx and Denver Mayor Michael
Hancock each addressed the gathering and underscored the need for Colorado to leap forward
in the way we think about transportation. Governor v
Hicklenlooper called on the state to use it’s collec- TRAS RO e SUMMIT o
tive western entrepreneurial spirit to lead the way to Colorads Biiilding Tamorrs
prepare for emerging technologies on our roadways.
During his comments Secretary Foxx underscored the
need for the United States to do more than just fix
potholes, “and instead to lead the way using the kind
of innovation for which our nation is known.” Sec-
retarty Foxx also compared the current transporta-
tion funding situation to a $100 fix on a roof that can
quickly become a $1,000 fix if left undone.

Governor Hickenlooper, Secretary Foxx and
During the summit, Colorado Department of Transpor- Executive Director Bhatt
tation Executive Director Shailen Bhatt also debuted the RoadX program. RoadX is the state’s
commitment to being a national leader in using innovative technology to improve our transpor-
tation system.

RoadX is a fast-paced enterprise to frame how CDOT will build tomorrow—today. It will foster
an environment which private industry has a direct pipeline to deploy technological solutions
to transform an aging transportation system. continued on page 2

Southwest Chief

The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) has awarded a $15.2M grant for the South-
west Chief Route Advancement and Improvement Project that will continue essential upgrades to
Amtrak’s Southwest Chief line. The new funding is being awarded through USDOT’s Tiger VII grant
program and will be used to add approximately 39 miles of new, continuously
AL RS RE  welded rail and repair more than 20 miles of track roadbed.

The latest grant was awarded to La Junta, CO, and will be used along with the
$12 million Tiger Grant awarded to Garden City, KS, last year. Phase 2 of the
project will account for about $24.5 million of a total projected $30 million
to complete the entire project. Local match monies for the project totaled
over $9 million and included $1 million each from the states of New Mexico,
Colorado and Kansas; $4 million from Amtrak; and $2 million from BNSF, with
the rest coming from individual cities and counties along the route.
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Bhatt announced that the RoadX program is a new venture
that seeks new technology and private partners to improve
the safety, mobility and efficiency of the state’s transporta-
tion system. During the next 10 years, CDOT will employ a
multi-pronged  DO-IT (deployment, operations, innovation,
technology) approach, with the objective of being the most . X N
efficient, agile and flexible system for bringing transportation ' Over 650 attendees at the Summit
technology to market. The RoadX program will implement sev-

eral efforts along the DO-IT spectrum in 2016-18. CDOT plans to partner with private industry and
others to deploy advanced technology to reduce the cost of transporting goods by 25 percent, to
turn a rural state highway into a zero-fatality road, and to improve congestion on Colorado’s critical
corridors.

CDOT also hosted a lead-up event before the summit called Drive the Future, which featured
demonstrations of new automobile technology along U.S. 36 Highway. Arrow Electronics showcased
a customized Corvette as part of its Semi-Autonomous Motorcar Project, which allows drivers to
drive hands free with just the use of head movements. The event also featured a BMW all-electric
XDrive 730i and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Mercedes-Benz F-Cell zero-emissions
car. Participants were able to take the the semi-autonomous BMW for a spin on U.S. 36. The BMW
has technology that allows the car to drive in a lane of traffic on a highway and keep appropriate
speed related distance from other vehicles and brake if necessary. In addition to Governor Hicken-
looper participants included transportation commissioners, elected officials, transportation sector
professionals and members of the public.

The Transportation Summit and Drive the Future showcased the rapidly changing technology for
which CDOT will need to prepare in order to deliver an optimal transportation system to the citizens
of Colorado. For more infomation on the summit, including copies of the presentations, a link to
the RoadX program and photos from the day visit https://www.codot.gov/summit .

House Passes Highway Bill

On November 5th, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Surface Transportation Reau-
thorization and Reform Act (STRRA) of 2015 by a vote of 363 to 64. The bill not only authorizes
approximately $340B but provides funding for a period of six years (FY 2016-21) for the federal
highway, transit and highway safety programs. The House spent nearly its entire legislative week
debating the bill and considered over 125 amendments, more than half of which were adopted.
STRRA does not address the permanent revenue deficit in the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). Colorado
Congressman Jared Polis was instrumental in securing an amendment that identifies I-70 as a high
priority corridor. The amendment would give the segment of I-70 between Denver and Salt Lake
City priority in applying for federal money.

The House also identified members who will serve on the Conference Committee tasked with
resolving differences between the House and Senate bills. The current surface transportation
extension expires on November 20th, giving the House and Senate 15 days to work out their dif-
ferences and get a bill to the President for his signature.




