
Resolution #TC 20-04-03
BUILD Grant Project Approval 

Authorizing Department Staff to submit U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Better 
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant applications. 

Approved by the Transportation Commission on April 16, 2020. 

WHEREAS, Congress has appropriated $1.0 billion for BUILD in FY 2019-20, to be awarded 
by the USDOT on a competitive basis to projects of national or regional significance that 
meet statutory requirements (FY 2019-20 Consolidated Appropriations Act); and 

WHEREAS, on February 18, the USDOT released a 2020 Notice of Funding Opportunity for 
the $1.0 billion BUILD discretionary grant program; and 

WHEREAS, the USDOT will award 50% of BUILD grant award dollars to projects in rural 
areas; and 

WHEREAS, CDOT staff performed an evaluation of potential projects for the department to 
submit and identified two projects for consideration based on the key program objectives; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Colorado Transportation Commission allocated potential Senate Bill (SB) 
17-267 funding to various projects in November 2019, including I-70 Vail Pass and US 385; 
and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Commission is authorized pursuant to Policy Directive 
703.0 to approve grant application proposals if supplemental matching funds are required; 
and 

WHEREAS, department staff is submitting three tentative projects to the Transportation 
Commission for endorsement, including 1) US 385: Improving Road Safety and Efficiency 
on Colorado's Plains; 2) I-70 Vail Pass Safety and Operations Improvements; and 3) 
Southwest Chief Safety and Infrastructure Improvements; and 

WHEREAS, in February, for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) 
discretionary grant program Vail Pass proposal, the Transportation Commission approved 
up to $20.0 million in new Commission funding for I-70 Vail Pass; and 

WHEREAS, department staff, with Commission backing, will submit an I-70 Vail Pass 
BUILD application with a smaller scope and budget, in the event the INFRA application is 
not funded; and 

WHEREAS, should INFRA not be funded, department staff is requesting up to $5.0 million 
of the previously approved $20.0 million in order to complete the scaled down $50.0 
million Vail Pass project for BUILD; and 



WHEREAS, department staff is requesting up to $1.0 million in SB 17-267 transit funds, 
that were previously committed to the South Central Transportation Planning Region be 
reprioritized as a match to support the Southwest Chief Safety and Infrastructure 
Improvements BUILD application should the application be successful; and 

WHEREAS, the department is able to accelerate work on the US 385 and I-70 Vail Pass 
corridors if these federal grants are received; and 

WHEREAS, once approved, CDOT will work with regions and planning partners to create 
grant applications for BUILD to submit by the federal deadline of May 18, 2020. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Transportation Commission endorses the US 
385: Improving Road Safety and Efficiency on Colorado’s Plains, I-70 Vail Pass Safety and 
Operations Improvements, and the Southwest Chief Safety and Infrastructure 
Improvements projects in order to accelerate work on these corridors, and allows up to 
$5.0 million of the $20.0 million the Commission approved for INFRA in February 2020 to 
fund the BUILD I-70 Vail Pass project, should the previously submitted INFRA grant 
proposal not be awarded, but the BUILD application proves successful, and also the 
reprioritization of up to $1 million of already committed SB 17-267 transit funds as a 
match for the Southwest Chief Safety and Infrastructure project should the BUILD 
application prove successful. 

Herman Stockinger, Secretary Date 
Transportation Commission of Colorado
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