
  
 

Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Special Meeting for RAMP 

May 29, 2013 
 

 
Chairman Gary Reiff convened the meeting at 2:00 p.m. in the auditorium of 
the headquarters building in Denver, Colorado.  
  
PRESENT WERE: Gary Reiff, Chairman, District 3  

Trey Rogers, District 1 
Kathy Gilliland, District 5  
Heather Barry, District 4 
Doug Aden, District 7 
Steve Parker, District 8 
Les Gruen, District 9  
Gilbert Ortiz, Sr., District 10  
Steve Hofmeister, District 11 
 

EXCUSED:   Ed Peterson, District 2 
Kathy Connell, District 6 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Don Hunt, Executive Director 

Ben Stein, CFO 
Tim Harris, Chief Engineer 
Debra Perkins-Smith, Director of Division of Transportation 
Development 
Herman Stockinger, Director of Policy and Government Relations  
Mike Cheroutes, Director of HPTE 
Scott McDaniel, Director of Staff Services 
Tony DeVito, Region 1 Transportation Director 
Tom Wrona, Region 2 Transportation Director 
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director 
Johnny Olson, Region 4 Transportation Director 
Kerrie Neet, Region 5 Transportation Director 

   
AND:  Other staff members, organization representatives,  

 the public and the news media  
 

An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 
documents in the Transportation Commission office.   
 
RAMP Pre-Application Process Review  
 
Debra Perkins-Smith explained the process of the RAMP Pre-Application 
Eligibility Review completed by Staff from May 10-17. She explained the staff 
members involved and the reasons they were selected as Subject Matter Experts and 
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detailed their role in the process.  She then explained the RAMP Eligibility Criteria 
and detailed the 8 Criteria points that were considered.  
 
Tim Harris detailed the projects that were determined to be ineligible and went over a 
spread sheet that contained detailed information on the projects and why they were 
ineligible. He mentioned that the projects were grouped by reason and that there 
were only 30 projects on the list. 

 
Review of Public-Private Partnership Applications 
 
Mike Cheroutes mentioned that early on, the RAMP governance suggested a “set 
aside” of $300M to $325M ($60-$62.5M/yr.) for PPP projects, defined in the 
application documents to include tolled projects that are publicly financed as well as 
concession financed.  He confirmed that no one counted on the set aside as 
necessarily cast in stone and that the amount available ultimately would be a matter 
of priorities for the Commission to decide. He stated that also, because of the nature 
of the potential PPP projects on the radar screen, the rules were flexibly drawn to 
permit applications from projects that would be “integrated with” the state highway 
system and that could be “implemented” within 5 years. He reported that with the 
pre-applications submitted he had been asked for preliminary thoughts on the 
allocation of the PPP pool—at least into the next phase of the process and detailed 
the following list: 

• C-470:  $50M:   Application should be invited for the full amount of the PPP 
pre-application. (N.B. Pre-application also requested $60M from RAMP-
Operational and $27M from Public-Public) 

• I-25N:  Up to $100M:  Application should be invited for up to this maximum 
amount, with requirement that further work be done to determine how money 
can best be leveraged to further the PPP development of the corridor-long 
project. (E.g., start with construction of 120th north?) 

• Viaduct/I-70E: Up to $130M:  Application should be invited for up to this 
maximum amount for drainage and UPRR components of project, subject to 
further development of financing plan. 

• RTD North Metro Rail Line: $50M:  Application should be invited for a deeply 
subordinated loan to be used for highway-related expenditures in RTD’s next 
PPP procurement for extension of this line.  Terms TBD and principal 
repayment to be used for future CDOT transit projects. 

• JPKWY/Broomfield NWPKWY ext: $50M:  Application should be invited for a 
“soft-equity” loan in this combined amount to assist in the financing of a 
project that contemplates the coordinated completion of both of these segments 
of the beltway.  We would assist the parties in trying to make this happen 
within a finite period of time—say 12 months—and if not successful would 
reallocate the money to other projects.  The theory here is to do the same thing 
for these segments of the beltway that CDOT did for E-470. 
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• Other Projects: Any remaining.  Other projects for which pre-applications have 
been received and which should be considered for remaining RAMP PPP  money 
at this point include: (1) SH 93 capacity; (2) I-70W PPSL 

He concluded that further cuts (in number/amount) when applications are actually 
received would need to be made and offered his suggestion that these projects be 
kept alive through the next stage of the process.  
 
Next Steps- Detailed Applications Process Review  
 
Deb Perkins-Smith confirmed that the next step would be to notify all applicants the 
results in writing and recommend that Region staff make further contact with 
applicants to discuss the reasons for ineligibility or other issues. She continued with 
the following points:  
 

• Detailed applications are due July 1, 2013 
• Decide which of the CDOT 57 applications from Operations Division make 

sense to move forward 
• Some applications will drop out following further discussions 
• MPO’s have asked for a list of detailed applications 
• MPO’s may highlight region priorities 
• In July there will be further Region review and then review by subject matter 

experts 
• Once reviews are done an update will be given to the Commission 
• In August, staff will look at the Program and color of money available to match 

with projects 
• STAC will be given an update on the Program 

 
Deb fielded a number of questions from the Commissioners. She confirmed that 
projects would be ranked within the categories. Herman Stockinger added that 
following the reviews, rankings, and updates the goal is for the Program to be 
presented to the Commission in September.  
 
Chairman Reiff confirmed with the gathering that there were no other matters to 
come before the Commission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Reiff announced that the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
  
 
 
________________________________________   _____________________ 
Herman Stockinger, Secretary     Date 
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
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Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 20, 2013 
 

 
Chairman Gary Reiff convened the meeting at 12:20 p.m. in the auditorium of 
the headquarters building in Denver, Colorado.  
  
PRESENT WERE: Gary Reiff, Chairman, District 3  

Trey Rogers, District 1 
Ed Peterson, District 2 
Kathy Gilliland, District 5 
Kathy Connell, District 6 
Doug Aden, District 7 
Steve Parker, District 8 
Les Gruen, District 9  
Gilbert Ortiz, Sr., District 10  
Steve Hofmeister, District 11 
 

EXCUSED:   Heather Barry, District 4 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Don Hunt, Executive Director 

Gary Vansuch, Director of Process Improvement 
Ben Stein, CFO 
Tim Harris, Chief Engineer 
Debra Perkins-Smith, Director of Division of Transportation 
Development 
Herman Stockinger, Director of Policy and Government Relations  
Mark Imhoff, Director of Division of Transit and Rail 
Mike Cheroutes, Director of HPTE 
Barbara Gold, Director of Audit Division 
Ryan Rice, Director of Operations Division 
Darrell Lingk, Director of the Office of Transportation Safety 
Amy Ford, Director of Public Relations  
David Gordon, Director of Aeronautics Division 
Scott McDaniel, Director of Staff Services 
Tony DeVito, Region 1 Transportation Director 
Tom Wrona, Region 2 Transportation Director 
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director 
Johnny Olson, Region 4 Transportation Director 
Kerrie Neet, Region 5 Transportation Director 
Kathy Young, Chief Transportation Counsel  
John Cater, FHWA 
Vince Rogalski, Statewide Transportation Advisory 

 Committee (STAC) 
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AND:  Other staff members, organization representatives,  
 the public and the news media  
 

An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 
documents in the Transportation Commission office.   

 
Audience Participation 
 
Chairman Reiff acknowledged Elena Wilkin Director of CASTA. Elena spoke in honor of 
Commissioner Steve Parker and his contributions to Transportation and to the Transit 
Community in the State of Colorado. 
  
Individual Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Connell reported that she recently attended the Club 20 meeting and 
that there is still a lot of work to be done with the Committee. 
 
Commissioner Gruen declared that it was hard to believe it was the last time to serve 
with colleagues Commissioners Parker and Rogers. He thanked them for their time and 
wished them well on future endeavors.  
 
Commissioner Peterson echoed comments regarding Parker and Rogers. He mentioned 
that he had attended the North Front Range - Front Summit Conference on Commuter 
Rail and that he was very impressed with the commitment of the partners in 
attendance.  
 
Commissioner Aden stated that he had also attended Club 20 and agreed with 
Commissioner Connell that there was work to be done on the topic of transportation 
funding. He declared that he recently met with the Mesa County MPO in order to 
advance the discussion with newly elected officials in the County on statewide 
transportation funding goals. He thanked Parker and Rogers for their service and 
friendship. 
 
Commissioner Hofmeister said he’d like to echo the sentiments already stated regarding 
Steve and Trey and welcomed a visitor to the meeting, Alan Eckman, who was from his 
home town of Haxtun. 
 
Commissioner Ortiz thanked Commissioner Rogers and Commissioner Parker for their 
service and team work.  
 
Commissioner Gilliland echoed the accolades for Commissioners Parker and Rogers. 
She mentioned that Transportation gets in your blood and that she hopes to see them 
in other capacities in the future. She confirmed that she attended the On Track 
Summit in Loveland which focused on rail. She declared that there was a great turn out 
of people and that CDOT folks such as Don Hunt, Ed Peterson, Mark Imhoff, and Nick 
Farber along with many other people interested in Transit made it a successful event. 
She also reported that the Commission had been taken on a terrific tour of the Denver 
Union Station project and she marveled at how much the economic development factor 
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is growing in and around this new hub. She thanked former Commissioners and CDOT 
staff for their participation, support and vision during the long term planning of the 
project.  
 
Commissioner Rogers mentioned that the CDOT staff does an outstanding job for the 
people of Colorado and that he was proud to serve with his colleagues on the 
Commission becoming friends with all and that it was great to serve together with 
them. He thanked them for their service mentioning that it had been an educational few 
years. He confirmed that it was tough to leave because CDOT is on the cusp of some 
great new things and he confirmed that he would be reading the Denver Post to keep up 
on things.  
 
Commissioner Parker stated that one of his sayings is “we’re not here for a long time 
were here for a good time” and declared that he has been a Commissioner for 12 years. 
He listed some accomplishments he was proud of: during the tour of Denver Union 
Station the previous day he remembered the passing of Senate Bill 1 for Transit in  
2006, the Transportation Commission approval of a $17M contribution to the DUS 
project as a testament to the “art of the possible”; that the Durango Hospital and CDOT 
worked to tie together a partnership with Southern Indian Ute Tribe, CDOT, Catholic 
Health Initiatives and City of Durango for the completion of the Mercy Regional Medical 
Center which included significant road improvements and 1000 jobs to the Durango 
area. He encouraged the gathering to continue to form partnerships. He stated that he 
was proud of transit accomplishments – the Transit and Intermodal Committee and 
mentioned that he always counted on CASTA members Elena Wilkins and Ann 
Rajewski for information. He thanked Dianne Cavaliere and Toni Bircher for the 
amazing job done for a number of years in support of the Commission and thanked 
Mindy Crane for help with recent technology advancements. To his fellow 
Commissioners, Parker declared that he will miss seeing all of them for meetings but, 
when he is on a bicycle, he won’t miss a lot of the other things that go with the job. He 
stated that the staff of Regions 5 and 3 are terrific people who have been a huge help to 
the department, calling out Nancy Shanks and Kerrie Neet and he confirmed that the 
Regions were in great hands. He offered Thanks to all. 
 
Chairman Reiff declared that he recently met with the C-470 Committee and declared 
that they are making great progress and that he met with Douglas County 
Commissioners who are doing a lot of work in their area.  He stated that for the 
departing Commissioners, Trey Rogers is one of finest lawyers he knows and confirmed 
that his judgment and incite are second to none. Chair Reiff declared that 
Commissioner Rogers will be missed.  In reflection on Commissioner Parker, he spoke 
of Parker’s unique prospective and insight at a statewide level – specifically he 
mentioned that in regards to the DUSPA project, Parker was an ardent supporter of the 
terminal who saw the value and importance of the project.  Chair Reiff stated that 
Commissioner Parker and his vision will be sadly missed and he wished both of the 
departing Commissioners the best.  
 
Executive Director’s Report:   
 
Director Hunt mentioned that he wanted to report that in the last 30 days a lot of work 
had been done on meetings to come to a decision for the I-70E project. He confirmed 
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that many interesting meetings were attended as a group has the earnest desire for the 
concept of a re-route of I70 East. He confirmed that he received a letter from the Mayor 
of Denver and Commissioner a decision has been solidified partially covered and 
lowered option – help in the re-development of that portion of Denver. End of the Fiscal 
Year launched initiative balloons to  
 
 Risk Based Asset Management 

• Deploy the right amount of Assets 
• More efficient 

 RAMP 
• Expenditure based project delivery 

 Transportation Systems Management and the Operations Division 
• Working with the Regions and folks in Staff Branches 

 P3 Arena 
• Close to a concession agreement for US 36 
• The Denver area is coming around to the idea that managed lanes are the way 

to do business in the future for new capacity 
• Creation of the office of Major Project Delivery 

o Unite HPTE and CDOT  
 
He thanked staff and Commission for their commitment to moving the initiatives along.  
He also commented that in regards to the departing Commissioners,  he declared that 
he would miss Commissioners Rogers and Parker and that it was easy to tell from all of 
the comments made during the meeting that the Transportation Commission is a 
special organization made up of a group of people who come from all areas of the State, 
from different political parties and different backgrounds who trust and respect one 
another and try to do the right thing for the State of Colorado. He said he is sure the 
Commission will continue to work in a way that is best for the State.  
 
Chief Engineer Report 
 
Chief Engineer, Tim Harris began by stating that on behalf of Staff, he wanted to extend 
well wishes to Commissioners Rogers and Parker and he reported that they would be 
missed. He declared that there is a lot going on out there and that he and Mr. Hunt 
recently toured the US36 project which is making great progress. He said that as he 
drives around Denver, he realizes that several construction zones are cleared out as the 
projects are being completed. He offered his thanks to the Regions for all that they are 
doing. 
 
High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) Director’s Report 
 
Mike Cheroutes reported that there were a few items he wanted to highlight:   
 
FHWA Division Administrator Report  
 
John Cater presented an informative PowerPoint presentation about Proven 
Countermeasures that were issued in 2008 and data on how they have been widely 
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applied. He had information on the consideration the agency is giving to current safety 
research.  
 
STAC Report  
 
Vince Rogalski declared that the STAC had met on Friday, June 14, 2013 and stated 
that the Committee had received reports on the following topics:  
 
 Natural Gas Vehicle Market Implementation Plan, Tom Hunt, Colorado Energy 

Office (CEO) –  
 

 RAMP Update – Debra Perkins-Smith 
 

• STAC comments included: 
 

o Concern with the ineligibility of transit projects.   
o It’s important to indicate whether or not the project is part of the 

TPR’s or MPO’s plan, and has TPR or MPO support- this is key to 
building confidence at the local level. 

o A better understanding of current STIP status is needed.   
o Concerns that project selection processes are happening outside of 

the regional planning process.  
o Questions about “drivability”  
o Asset Management and low volume roads.   
o Tourism is a major component of the state’s economy.   
o Some areas of the state cannot afford a 20% match for projects. 
o When CDOT says it’s going to look at things on a statewide basis, 

there is concern that CDOT is making decisions without the planning 
regions as a partner. 

 

• CDOT comments included: 
 

o CDOT asked each of the planning regions  how they want to provide 
input to the process 

o We are all in a transition.  Now that we’ve gone to an “expenditure-
based” STIP, the funds will be allocated to a project when it is ready to 
go, rather than listing funds toward it for several years to “save up”.  
But, we want to make sure we track every single project that is in the 
current STIP, and its status.   

o Asset Management for pavement is more about keeping as many 
roadways as drivable as possible with the funding we have.  

o The Program Distribution Subcommittee is looking at regional 
distribution options for TAP and CMAQ and what factors should be 
used.  FHWA has just announced a new “Questions & Answers” 
document on TAP, which we will include on the STAC website.   

 
 Statewide Plan TPR Outreach Activities – Michelle Scheuerman –  

 
 
Act on Consent Agenda 
 
Chairman Reiff stated that a motion would be entertained on the Consent Agenda 
and Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the Consent Agenda. Commissioner 
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Parker seconded the motion and on a vote of the Commission, the Consent Agenda 
was unanimously approved. 
 
Approve the Special & Regular Meeting Minutes of May 15 & 16, 2013 
 
Resolution #TC-3080 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Special and 
Regular Meeting Minutes of  May 15 & 16 are hereby approved as published in the 
official agenda of the June 19 & 20, 2013 meeting Agenda. 
 
Resolution to Approve the STIP Amendment for Revised Bridge enterprise 
Candidate List 

9



  
 

 
 
 

10



  
 

Discuss and Act on the Resolution to approve the 13th Budget Supplement to 
the FY 2013 Budget 
 
Ben Stein mentioned that the Supplement was included in the packet and that it was 
unusual for there to be a 13th supplement but, because some of the actions needed to 
be handled in this fiscal year – specifically a request from the Snow and Ice 
Contingency, a 13th supplement was necessary.  He asked if there were any questions 
and hearing none, asked for approval of the supplement.   
 
Commissioner Peterson made a motion for approval of the 13th Budget Supplement. 
Commissioner Connell seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the 13th 
Budget Supplement was unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution #TC-3082 
Approval of the 13th Budget Supplement 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the 13th Supplement to the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget 
be approved. 
 
Discuss and Act on the Resolution for the approval of the 1st Budget 
Supplement to the FY’2014 Budget 
 
Ben Stein mentioned that the 1st Supplement was in the packet and that the Region 
3 item included there was being requested to use a mix of FY’13 and FY’14 money. 
He asked if there were any questions and requested approval. 
 
Commissioner Rogers made a motion for approval of the 1st Budget Supplement. 
Commissioner Gilliland seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the 1st 
Budget Supplement was unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution #TC-3083 
Approval of the 1st Budget Supplement 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the 1st Supplement to the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Budget be 
approved. 
 
 
Discuss and Act on the Resolution Approving the issuance of Certificates of 
Participation to procure a new regional HQ and maintenance facility for Region 
4 
 
This Agenda item was removed for further consideration. 
 
Discuss and Act on the Resolution to set the 6 month SIB Interest Rate 
 
Ben Stein mentioned that there had been a discussion earlier in the day and based 
on the discussion a change would be made to the Resolution setting the rate at 
2.25%. He requested approval of the Resolution. 
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Commissioner Aden made a motion for approval of the Resolution with suggested 
changes. Commissioner Gruen seconded the motion. On a vote of the Commission, 
the following Resolution was unanimously approved. 
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Discuss and Act on the Resolution to Approve the Transfer of Assets from CDOT 
to the Bride Enterprise 
 
Ben Stein mentioned that there had not been Transfer of Assets in quite some time, 
and that there had been a change in the way business is done. He confirmed that 
many of the Bridges in the Bridge Enterprise program were demolished and then 
replaced but it is possible that they could be demolished while they were CDOT 
Assets and the built as new Assets for the Bridge Enterprise. He stated that the 
statute includes replacement and rehabilitation of bridges. He confirmed that the 
group of bridges in question were recommended for rehabilitation following an 
analysis done in the Pueblo area and that the group of bridges while poor, it has been 
determined for them to be rehabilitated. He asked if there were any questions and 
requested approval of the Resolution. 
 
Commissioner Connell made a motion for approval of the item. Commissioner Rogers 
seconded the motion.  On a vote of the Commission, the following Resolution was 
unanimously approved 
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Discuss and Act on the Resolution to approve the Disposition of Property in 
Region 3, SH 82 at Buttermilk Ski Area 
 
Dave Eller reported that there were multiple actions being requested in the 
Resolution and explained them in detail. He stated that there was one part of the 
property shown in diagrams in the Agenda Book that the Buttermilk Ski is requesting 
to purchase for use as a parking lot. He confirmed that CDOT has no transportation 
use for the property and that the Region was going through a fair market value 
analysis on the property with many experts involved with appraisals on the parcel. 
Commissioner Aden mentioned that one paragraph of the Resolution satisfies a 
previous inter-governmental agreement with the county. Chairman Reiff confirmed 
that he and Commissioner Aden’s initial concern stemmed from the possibility of the 
Ski Area getting the property at parking lot value but, then developing it differently 
and asked if there were any restrictive covenants in place on the property. Dave Eller 
responded and confirmed that Pitkin County is considering approval of the 
transaction along with a re-development of some office buildings and that they are 
waiting to approve the project following approval of the Disposition of Excess Property 
from CDOT. Dave Eller assured the Chair that the appraisers are working on what is 
the highest maximum value for use of the property. Chairman Reiff asked if there 
were any further questions on the item and hearing none, stated that he would 
entertain a motion on the Resolution. 
 
Commissioner Aden made a motion for approval of the item. Commissioner Peterson 
seconded the motion. On a vote of the Commission, the following Resolution was 
unanimously approved 
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Chairman Reiff introduced the Executive Director, Don Hunt. Mr. Hunt spoke about 
the Oversize/Overweight (OS/OW) process improvement team who were recognized 
for two honors earned at the 2013 World Conference on Quality and Improvement in 
May in Indianapolis. He confirmed that the team was honored as one of the top 32 
such teams in the world, and came home from the conference with one of only three 
“Attendee Choice Awards” as voted by delegates, officials, and visitors at the huge 
event. He introduced the members of the team which included: Danny Wells (Permits 
Section), David Johnson (Permits), Mac Hasan (Bridge), Craig Smith (Permits), Scott 
McDaniel (Staff Services), Dave Wieder (Mtce. & Ops), Laurie Freedle (Budget & 
Finance), Gary Vansuch (Process Improvement), and Gregg Miller (Liaison to OIT). 
 
Mr. Hunt also presented tokens of appreciation to Commissioners Rogers and Parker 
and thanked them for their service.  
  
Other Matters  
 
Chairman Reiff confirmed with the gathering that there were no other matters to 
come before the Commission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Reiff announced that the meeting was adjourned at 1:33 p.m. 
  
 
 
________________________________________   _____________________ 
Herman Stockinger, Secretary     Date 
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
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 STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Office of Policy & Government Relations 
Herman Stockinger, Director 
4201 East Arkansas Avenue, Room 275 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
(303) 757-9772 

 

 
DATE: July 1, 2013 
TO: Transportation Commissioners 
FROM: Kurtis Morrison, Office of Policy & Government Relations 
RE: Highway and Bridge Naming Resolutions 
 
 
Commission Action Requested 
 
 During the 2013 legislative session, the General Assembly approved four resolutions 
memorializing or designating components of the state highway system.  Pursuant to Policy Directive 
803, the Transportation Commission shall confirm all highway memorial and sign designations.  A 
resolution has been placed on the Commission’s agenda to confirm the designations.  Upon receiving 
the Commission’s approval, the Department will print and install signage at all appropriate locations. 
 
Background  
 

Policy Directive 803 provides that, once the General Assembly approves a resolution to 
designate a state highway component in memory of an individual, group, or event, the Transportation 
Commission confirms the designation by resolution.  Once confirmed, the Department may print and 
install signs as directed in each resolution.  This past legislative session, the Colorado General 
Assembly approved four resolutions establishing highway/bridge designations.  Table 1 summarizes 
each resolution, the designation, and the location of the signage to be installed. 
 

Table 1. 
2013 State Highway System Memorial/Designation Resolutions 

Approved by the General Assembly 
 

Resolution Name Designation/ 
Sign Text 

State Highway System 
Component 

Region 

HJR 13-1009 Pfc. Paul L. Haining Memorial Bridge Leopard Creek Bridge  
(SH 145 at SH 62) 

5 

HJR 13-1027 Cache la Poudre River, Colorado’s only 
designated “Wild and Scenic River” 

SH 14 
(E. Mulberry St. to Bellvue) 

4 

SJR 13-032 POW/MIA Memorial Highway SH 67 
(Divide to Cripple Creek) 

2 

SJR 13-033 SSG. Christopher J. Birdwell Memorial 
Highway 

SH 34  
(MM 96.5 to MM 102) 

4 

  
 During the legislative session, CDOT staff assisted the legislative sponsors and bill drafters 
for each of these measures, ensuring that sign locations were feasible and that only private gifts, 
grants, and donations would be used to cover sign costs. 
 

Copies of each resolution are attached.  If you have any questions regarding this 
memorandum or the resolutions, please contact Kurt Morrison at (303) 757-9703 or 
kurtis.morrison@state.co.us.  
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2013

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-1009

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Coram, Buck, Buckner, Conti, Court,
DelGrosso, Dore, Duran, Everett, Exum, Fields, Fischer, Foote,
Garcia, Gardner, Gerou, Ginal, Hamner, Holbert, Hullinghorst,
Humphrey, Joshi, Kagan, Kraft-Tharp, Labuda, Landgraf, Lebsock,
Lee, Levy, May, McCann, McLachlan, McNulty, Melton, Mitsch
Bush, Murray, Navarro, Nordberg, Pabon, Peniston, Pettersen,
Primavera, Priola, Rankin, Rosenthal, Ryden, Saine, Salazar,
Schafer, Scott, Singer, Sonnenberg, Stephens, Swalm, Szabo, Tyler,
Vigil, Waller, Williams, Wilson, Wright, Young;

also SENATOR(S) Roberts, Aguilar, Balmer, Baumgardner, Brophy,
Cadman, Carroll, Crowder, Giron, Grantham, Guzman, Harvey,
Heath, Hill, Hodge, Jahn, Johnston, Jones, Kefalas, Kerr, King,
Lambert, Lundberg, Marble, Newell, Nicholson, Renfroe, Scheffel,
Schwartz, Steadman, Tochtrop, Todd, Ulibarri, Morse.

       CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION OF THE LEOPARD     
            CREEK BRIDGE IN PLACERVILLE AS THE              

"PFC. PAUL L. HAINING MEMORIAL BRIDGE".

WHEREAS, Paul Linn Haining was born on September 12, 1949; and

WHEREAS, Paul Haining attended Telluride High School and
graduated in 1967; and

WHEREAS, In 1970, Paul Haining, then 20 years old, enlisted in the
United States Army and was sent overseas to Vietnam, where he served
as Private First Class with the Delta Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Regiment; and
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WHEREAS, On July 23, 1970, Pfc. Haining was killed in a landmine
explosion in Phuoc Long Province, South Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, For his service, Pfc. Haining earned two Bronze Star
Medals and an Air Medal; and

WHEREAS, Pfc. Haining is buried in the Placerville Cemetery and his
name can be found on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall as casualty
number 51,981; and

WHEREAS, The veterans of the American Legion Austin A. Hiett
Post #12, named for San Miguel County resident Austin Hiett who was
killed in World War I, and the veterans of San Miguel County at large
consider Pfc. Haining to be a "native son of Placerville"; and

WHEREAS, Pfc. Haining is the only known casualty of the Vietnam
War who was a resident of San Miguel County, and it is fitting that he
should be honored and remembered in his home county for his service to
the nation; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-ninth
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein:

(1)  That the Leopard Creek bridge in Placerville, Colorado, be
renamed the "Pfc. Paul L. Haining Memorial Bridge";

(2)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may accept and
expend gifts, grants, and donations for the purposes of the initial
placement of signs to mark the Leopard Creek bridge as the "Pfc. Paul L.
Haining Memorial Bridge" and to erect a memorial plaque, which shall
include reference to his highest military award, to be placed in an
appropriate location; and

(3)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may explore a
cooperative agreement with the Board of County Commissioners for San
Miguel County for the maintenance of the markings and the plaque for
the "Pfc. Paul L. Haining Memorial Bridge".

PAGE 2-HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-1009
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Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
Pfc. Haining's brothers Glen and Daniel Haining of Redvale, Colorado,
and Leonard Haining of Mesquite, Nevada; American Legion Austin A.
Hiett Post #12 Commander Brian Ahern; San Miguel County Sheriff Bill
Masters; veteran and sculptor Richard Arnold; Road Supervisor for the
Road and Bridge Department of San Miguel County Mike Horner;
Veterans Coordinator for San Miguel County Jim Botenhagen; and the
San Miguel County Board of County Commissioners.

_________________________________________________________
Mark Ferandino John P. Morse 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

____________________________  ____________________________
Marilyn Eddins Cindi Markwell
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

      

PAGE 3-HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-1009
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2013

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-1027

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Ginal, Fischer, Mitsch Bush, Court,
Fields, Hamner, Hullinghorst, Kraft-Tharp, Labuda, Lebsock, Levy,
May, Melton, Moreno, Pabon, Primavera, Rosenthal, Salazar,
Schafer, Singer, Tyler, Vigil, Young;
also SENATOR(S) Kefalas, Aguilar.

CONCERNING A REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION POST WILD AND SCENIC RIVER SIGNS
ALONG STATE HIGHWAY 14 TO INDICATE THAT THE
CACHE LA POUDRE RIVER IS THE ONLY RIVER IN
COLORADO THAT IS WITHIN THE NATIONAL WILD AND
SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, The Cache la Poudre River is located east of the
continental divide in the northern front range of Colorado; and

WHEREAS, The river's name means "hiding place of powder", and
was so named after a legend of French fur trappers caught in a snowstorm
who hid their gunpowder near the banks of the river in an attempt to
lighten their packs; and

WHEREAS, The Cache la Poudre River corridor has long been an
important travel route, and today the river also offers a multitude of
recreational opportunities; and

WHEREAS, The Cache la Poudre River is one of fifty-eight rivers
designated by federal law as a component of the national wild and scenic
rivers system, and is the only such river designated in Colorado; and
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WHEREAS, It is appropriate to provide road signs marking the
designation of the Cache la Poudre River as part of the national wild and
scenic rivers system; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-ninth
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein:

(1)  That the following locations along State Highway 14 be marked
with signs designating the Cache la Poudre River as being part of the
national wild and scenic river system:

(a)  The intersection of State Highway 14 (Riverside Avenue) and East
Mulberry Street in Fort Collins where there is an existing sign for the
Poudre River Historic District; and

(b)  Just east of the Mishiwaka Amphitheater on State Highway 14 in
Bellvue, Colorado.

(2)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may accept and
expend gifts, grants, and donations for the purposes of the initial
placement of signs to mark the designated portions along State Highway
14 as indicating a wild and scenic river.

(3)  That the signs marking the designated portions along State
Highway 14 should read: Cache la Poudre River, Colorado's only
designated "Wild and Scenic River".

(4)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may explore a
cooperative agreement with the Boards of County Commissioners for
Larimer County and Jackson County and the Fort Collins City Council for
the maintenance of the signs for the wild and scenic river designation
along State Highway 14.
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Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
the Colorado Department of Transportation, the Boards of County
Commissioners for Larimer and Jackson County, and the Fort Collins
City Council.

_________________________________________________________
Mark Ferandino John P. Morse 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

____________________________  ____________________________
Marilyn Eddins Cindi Markwell
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

PAGE 3-HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-1027

25



2013

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-032

BY SENATOR(S) Marble, Aguilar, Balmer, Baumgardner, Brophy, Cadman,
Carroll, Crowder, Giron, Grantham, Guzman, Harvey, Heath, Hill, Hodge,
Hudak, Jahn, Johnston, Jones, Kefalas, Kerr, King, Lambert, Lundberg, Newell,
Nicholson, Renfroe, Roberts, Scheffel, Schwartz, Steadman, Tochtrop, Todd,
Ulibarri, Morse;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Buck, Buckner, Conti, Coram, Court, DelGrosso,
Dore, Duran, Everett, Exum, Fields, Fischer, Foote, Garcia, Gardner, Gerou,
Ginal, Hamner, Holbert, Hullinghorst, Humphrey, Joshi, Kagan, Kraft-Tharp,
Labuda, Landgraf, Lawrence, Lebsock, Lee, Levy, May, McCann, McLachlan,
McNulty, Melton, Mitsch Bush, Moreno, Murray, Navarro, Nordberg, Pabon,
Peniston, Pettersen, Primavera, Priola, Rankin, Rosenthal, Ryden, Saine,
Salazar, Schafer, Scott, Singer, Sonnenberg, Stephens, Swalm, Szabo, Tyler,
Vigil, Waller, Williams, Wilson, Wright, Young, Ferrandino.

CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION OF A PORTION OF
HIGHWAY 34 AS THE STAFF SERGEANT CHRISTOPHER J.
BIRDWELL MEMORIAL HIGHWAY. 

WHEREAS, Christopher J. Birdwell was born in Englewood,
Colorado, on June 2, 1987; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell grew up in the south metro
Denver area and lived in Englewood and Highlands Ranch for a number
of years before his family moved to Windsor, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, In 2005, Staff Sergeant Birdwell graduated from
Windsor High School and considered joining the United States Marine
Corps with a friend before deciding to enter the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, In March 2006, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was sent off to
boot camp at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and shortly thereafter, in
August 2006, he was sent on his first deployment to Afghanistan; and
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WHEREAS, After his first deployment, Staff Sergeant Birdwell
returned to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and in 2007 completed Airborne
Training at Fort Benning, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, In August 2008, Staff Sergeant Birdwell reenlisted and
changed his duty station to Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado,
though he knew it would mean a second deployment to Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was promoted to Sergeant in
January 2009 and in June of that year deployed to Afghanistan as physical
security detail for the Command Sergeant Major; and

WHEREAS, After his second deployment, Staff Sergeant Birdwell
reenlisted for a third time and was able to complete the Sniper Training
Course, which according to his mother was "the one course he wanted to
master." In addition, Staff Sergeant Birdwell received the Army Expert
Marksman Badge, the highest marksman medal a soldier can achieve; and

WHEREAS, On March 4, 2012, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was deployed
for a third time to Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, This deployment was unlike others Staff Sergeant
Birdwell had experienced, and during a mission in April, he was in an
area where two IEDs exploded within only a few hours of each other,
with the second explosion damaging their vehicle and injuring the
soldiers. When he and others arrived back at base, they discovered their
b-hut had been burned to the ground by a suicide bomber, losing all their
personal and military affects; and

WHEREAS, Following the attack, Staff Sergeant Birdwell took the
opportunity to complete on-line coursework, earning points while in a
promotable status; and

WHEREAS, On the morning of August 27, 2012, Staff Sergeant
Birdwell and his company were out on a four-day mission in Kalagush
when their convoy was stopped due to an IED explosion ahead that
damaged the platoon leader's vehicle; and

WHEREAS, As a result, Staff Sergeant Birdwell and others had
"boots on the ground" to secure the perimeter, which is when they are
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most vulnerable to attack; and

WHEREAS, Though traffic was stopped in both directions while the
soldiers searched the perimeter, an Afghan convoy was allowed through
to help with security, and the convoy pulled up to where the damaged
vehicle was stopped; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell spoke with the Clip Commander
of the convoy, describing the help needed with the damaged vehicle, and
as Staff Sergeant Birdwell stepped away from the commander to return
to the damaged vehicle and secure two soldiers, a gunman in the convoy
opened fire on the soldiers; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell, aged 25, and Army Specialist
Mabry Anders from Baker's City, Oregon, aged 21, were the two men
killed in the "green-on-blue" attack, which is the term used to describe
insider attacks; and

WHEREAS, According to soldiers serving with Staff Sergeant
Birdwell, another young soldier was injured in the blast, sustaining a
shrapnel injury to his leg while in the back of the damaged vehicle, and
would likely have been injured more severely, if not killed, had Staff
Sergeant Birdwell not closed the back door and secured the young soldier
inside the vehicle; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was promoted posthumously to
Staff Sergeant and received the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was known for his sense of
humor and his ability to brighten anyone's day by making people laugh or
smile; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Birdwell was a strong leader, an outgoing
person, and a believer in servant leadership, and it is fitting that he be
recognized for his service and sacrifice to our nation; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-ninth General Assembly of
the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

(1)  That the portion of Highway 34 between westbound mile marker
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102 and eastbound mile marker 96.5, near Windsor, Colorado, be
renamed the "SSG. Christopher J. Birdwell Memorial Highway";

(2)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may accept and
expend gifts, grants, and donations for the purposes of the initial
placement of signs to mark Highway 34 as the "SSG. Christopher J.
Birdwell Memorial Highway"; and

(3)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may explore a
cooperative agreement with the Board of County Commissioners for
Larimer and Weld Counties for the maintenance of the markings for the
"SSG. Christopher J. Birdwell Memorial Highway".

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
Staff Sergeant Birdwell's parents, Pam and Jim Birdwell, the town of
Windsor, and the mayor of Windsor, John Vasquez.

____________________________  ____________________________
John P. Morse Mark Ferrandino
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

____________________________  ____________________________
Cindi Markwell Marilyn Eddins
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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2013

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 13-033

BY SENATOR(S) Grantham, Aguilar, Balmer, Baumgardner, Brophy,
Cadman, Carroll, Crowder, Giron, Guzman, Harvey, Heath, Hill, Hodge,
Hudak, Jahn, Johnston, Jones, Kefalas, Kerr, King, Lambert, Lundberg, Marble,
Newell, Nicholson, Renfroe, Roberts, Scheffel, Schwartz, Steadman, Tochtrop,
Todd, Ulibarri, Morse;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Lawrence, Buck, Buckner, Conti, Coram, Court,
DelGrosso, Dore, Duran, Everett, Exum, Fields, Fischer, Foote, Garcia,
Gardner, Gerou, Ginal, Hamner, Holbert, Hullinghorst, Humphrey, Joshi,
Kagan, Kraft-Tharp, Labuda, Landgraf, Lebsock, Lee, Levy, May, McCann,
McLachlan, McNulty, Melton, Mitsch Bush, Moreno, Murray, Navarro,
Nordberg, Pabon, Peniston, Pettersen, Primavera, Priola, Rankin, Rosenthal,
Ryden, Saine, Salazar, Schafer, Scott, Singer, Sonnenberg, Stephens, Swalm,
Szabo, Tyler, Vigil, Waller, Williams, Wilson, Wright, Young, Ferrandino.

CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION OF COLORADO HIGHWAY
67 BETWEEN DIVIDE AND CRIPPLE CREEK AS THE "POW/MIA
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY". 

WHEREAS, The Defense Prisoner of War Missing Personnel Office
(DPMO) verifies that there are a total of 83,381 individuals unaccounted
for as of April 9, 2013, who became missing while serving our nation;
and

WHEREAS, The DPMO verifies that there are:
! 3 Colorado residents listed as unaccounted for during the Cold

War;
! 24 Colorado residents listed as unaccounted for during the

Vietnam War;
! 67 Colorado residents listed as unaccounted for during the

Korean War;
! Out of the approximate 73,000 missing World War II veterans,

an unknown number of Colorado residents; and

30



WHEREAS, The POW/MIA Recognition Ride, an annual motorcycle
ride put on by the Salute to American Veterans Rally Committee, was
started in 1987 by a few veterans to raise awareness of fellow veterans
whose whereabouts are still unknown; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 25 years, the ride has grown to include
over 5,000 motorcyclists that participate in the ride; and

WHEREAS, Up to 40,000 other people and motorcyclists participate
in this rally as vendors, guests, and volunteers supporting the event; and

WHEREAS, The ride begins in Woodland Park at Woodland Park
High School and ends in Cripple Creek, and the annual event has
contributed to the local economies of Woodland Park, Divide, and
Cripple Creek; and

WHEREAS, The Cripple Creek City Council resolved to support the
designation of the 18.7 miles of Colorado Highway 67 between Divide
and Cripple Creek for the POW/MIA Memorial Highway; and

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners for Teller County
resolved to support the designation of the 18.7 miles of Colorado
Highway 67 between Divide and Cripple Creek for the POW/MIA
Memorial Highway; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion Department of Colorado resolved
to support the designation of the 18.7 miles of Colorado Highway 67
between Divide and Cripple Creek for the POW/MIA Memorial
Highway; and 

WHEREAS, The Woodland Park American Legion Eric V. Dickson
Post 1980, the Cripple Creek/Victor American Legion Post 171, the
Woodland Park VFW Thomas E. Kelly Post 6051, and the Lake George
VFW Flo-Geo Post 11411 resolved to support the designation of the 18.7
miles of Colorado Highway 67 between Divide and Cripple Creek for the
POW/MIA Memorial Highway; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-ninth General Assembly of
the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:
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(1)  That the 18.7-mile portion of Colorado Highway 67 between
Divide and Cripple Creek be designated as the "POW/MIA Memorial
Highway";

(2)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may accept and
expend gifts, grants, and donations for the purposes of the initial
placement of signs to mark Colorado Highway 67 as the "POW/MIA
Memorial Highway"; and

(3)  That the Colorado Department of Transportation may explore a
cooperative agreement with the Board of County Commissioners for
Teller County for the maintenance of the markings for the POW/MIA
Memorial Highway.
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Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
the Board of County Commissioners for Teller County, the Cripple Creek
City Council, Department of Colorado American Legion Commander Jim
Gates, the Woodland Park American Legion Eric V. Dickson Post 1980,
the Cripple Creek/Victor American Legion Post 171, the Woodland Park
VFW Thomas E. Kelly Post 6051, the Lake George VFW Flo-Geo Post
11411, and the United Veterans Committee of Colorado.

____________________________  ____________________________
John P. Morse Mark Ferrandino
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

____________________________  ____________________________
Cindi Markwell Marilyn Eddins
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

            APPROVED________________________________________

                              _________________________________________
                              John W. Hickenlooper
                              GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Resolution Number TC-______ 
Confirming state highway component memorializing and designation 
resolutions enacted by the General Assembly during the 2013 legislative 
session 
 
 
Approved by the Transportation Commission on:  
 
WHEREAS, the Transportation Commission adopted Policy Directive 803 to 
establish a consistent statewide process regarding designation or 
memorializing of a highway, bridge, or any other highway component; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Colorado General Assembly has the authority, by Act or 
Resolution, to approve designations or memorialize highways, bridges, or other 
components of the state highway system; and, the Transportation Commission 
has the authority to confirm such requests from the Colorado General 
Assembly; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013 during the First Regular Session, the State of Colorado’s 
Sixty-ninth General Assembly adopted the following resolutions: 
 

• House Joint Resolution13-1009,  designating the Leopard Creek Bridge 
in Placerville in San Miguel County with signs stating “Pfc. Paul L. 
Haining Memorial Bridge”;  

• House Joint Resolution 13-1027, designating State Highway 14 from 
East Mulberry Street in Fort Collins to Bellevue, with signs stating 
“Cache la Poudre River, Colorado's only designated "Wild and Scenic 
River”; 

• Senate Joint Resolution 13-032, designating State Highway 34 from mile 
marker 96.5 to mile marker 102 with signs stating “SSG. Christopher J. 
Birdwell Memorial Highway”; 

• Senate Joint Resolution 13-033, designating State Highway 67 from 
Divide to Cripple Creek with signs stating “POW/MIA Memorial 
Highway”; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission 
hereby confirms HJR 13-1009, HJR 13-1027, SJR 13-032, and SJR 13-033.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CDOT shall print and 
install signs to mark the stated locations provided in each resolution. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Herman Stockinger, Secretary 
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
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