
  
 

Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 21, 2013 
 

 
Chairman Reiff convened the meeting at 12:05 p.m. in the auditorium of the 
headquarters building in Denver, Colorado.  
  
PRESENT WERE: Gary Reiff, Chairman, District 3  

Trey Rogers, District 1 
Ed Peterson, District 2 
Heather Barry, District 4 
Kathy Gilliland, District 5 
Kathy Connell, District 6 
Steve Parker, District 8 
Les Gruen, District 9  
Gilbert Ortiz, Sr., District 10  
Steve Hofmeister, District 11 
 

EXCUSED:   Doug Aden, District 7 
 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Gary Vansuch, Director of Process Improvement 

Ben Stein, CFO 
Tim Harris, Chief Engineer 
Heidi Bimmerle, Director of Admin & Human Resources 
Debra Perkins-Smith, Director Division of Transportation 
Development  
Herman Stockinger, Director Government Relations 
Mike Cheroutes, HPTE Director 
Barbara Gold, Audit Director 
Mindy Crane, Acting Public Relations Director  
Ryan Rice, Director Operations Division 
Darrell Lingk, Director Office of Transportation Safety 
Scott McDaniel, Staff Services Director 
Tony DeVito, Region 1 Transportation Director 
Tom Wrona, Region 2 Transportation Director 
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director 
Johnny Olson, Region 4 Transportation Director 
Kerrie Neet, Region 5 Transportation Director 
Kathy Young, Chief Transportation Counsel  
John Cater, FHWA 
Vince Rogalski, Statewide Transportation Advisory 

 Committee (STAC) 
    
AND:  Other staff members, organization representatives,  

 the public and the news media  



  
 

 
An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 
documents in the Transportation Commission office.   

 
 
Audience Participation 
 
Chairman Reiff stated that the first order of business would be Public Comment.  He 
stated that as the meeting was starting early, public comment would be accepted later 
if an interested party arrived.  
 
Chairman Reiff introduced Steve Rudy of DRCOG who confirmed that he wanted to 
address item 11 on the Commission agenda which was a resolution in regards to toll 
managed facilities offering free use by HOVs with a proposal to increase the limit from 
2+ occupants to 3+ occupants. He stated that the DRCOG Board met on February 20, 
2013 and passed a companion plan that included an amendment to the DRCOG 
regional transportation plan as recommended by the HPTE and CDOT Staff.  He 
confirmed that the DRCOG Board approval of the Amendment would be consistent with 
Commission action on the proposed Resolution, if approved and acknowledge that the 
DRCOG organization was in favor of approval of the Resolution. 
  
Individual Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Hofmeister stated that he had attended a tour of 4 counties in his 
District with the staff from CDOT’s Region 4. The group traveled to Lincoln, Elbert, 
Cheyenne and Kit Carson attending meeting and greet sessions with the County 
Commissioners in each of the counties. 
 
Commissioner Peterson reported that he and Commissioner Gilliland had presented 
Transportation Matters to the Colorado Rail Passengers Association in Lakewood and 
that the meeting was attended by 70 people and went very well. 
 
Commissioner Ortiz confirmed that he attending a meeting in Walsenburg where 
representatives of 13 Counties were in attendance and mentioned that the meeting was 
well attended with lots of good information presented. He declared that CDOT’s Chief 
Engineer, Tim Harris had done a great job at the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Gilliland highlighted that she had attended The Colorado Rail 
Passengers Association’s Spring Meeting along with Commissioner Peterson and stated 
that the meeting included a diverse crowd and she confirmed that there was good 
discussion on Rail and Transit.  She reported that later in the month she would have 
the opportunity to be part of a Congressional Visit in Washington, D.C. with Ben Stein, 
Mickey Ferrell and Don Hunt and confirmed that she was looking forward to the trip. 
 
Commissioner Connell reported that she would be giving the Transportation Matters 
presentation at a Rotary Club, meeting in Hayden early in March and that she had 
recently attended a meeting of Club 20 and found it to be an interesting group. 
 



  
 

Commissioner Parker declared that he and Kathy Connell met with the Club 20 
Transportation Committee and that stated that CDOT’s Kurt Morrison had participated 
by phone giving a legislative report and that David Eller gave the Transportation 
Matters presentation. He mentioned that the PR efforts were valuable in keeping good 
relationships with the Club 20 group. He reported that he had attended a meeting of 
the Southwest TPR where a good discussion was held. He offered kudos to Mindy Crane 
whom he was delighted to hear being interviewed on the phone by a meteorologist on 
The Weather Channel during the recent storm. 
 
Commissioner Barry reported that while she was missing over the last couple of 
months she had a baby girl who was doing great. She confirmed that she had visited 
Adams County had given the Transportation Matters Presentation to the group which 
went great. She declared that there are two new County Commissioners of three in the 
County and that the good background information in the Transportation Matters 
Presentation was important to provide to them. 
 
Chairman Reiff stated that he had met with the Mayors of Centennial and Greenwood 
Village to discuss projects in the Tech Center area. He mentioned that in April the 
Commission would take a Metro Area Road Trip where there are a lot of projects in 
progress or being planned. 
  
Chief Engineer Report 
 
Chief Engineer Tim Harris declared that he wanted to take the opportunity to present 
two awards: 
 

1. The ACEC (American Council of Engineering Companies) National Recognition 
Award presented to CDOT for the 4th Street Bridge project in Pueblo. 

 
2. The 2012 Design Award for Excellence in Architectural Engineering Design 

presented to CDOT from the Precast Prestressed Concrete Institute for the 
Trinidad Viaduct Project. 

 
He presented both of the awards to Region 2 RTD, Tom Wrona. 
 
High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) Director’s Report 
 
Mike Cheroutes confirmed that the HPTE Board met on Wednesday, February 20, 
2013. He reported that Rules were adopted at a Rules Hearing held on the same day. 
  
FHWA Division Administrator Report  
 
John Cater spoke on the following topics: 
 
 Commended the Asset Management Committee on pulling all of the systems 

together 
 Confirmed that the Sequester should not be an issue for Federal Transportation 

projects and that more concerning is that it is 5 weeks before there needs to be a 
new appropriations bill 



  
 

 Focus is changing for the Every Day Counts Initiative toward a more positive 
approach where case studies on good things are being shared 

 Performance Management requirements under MAP-21  
 Inactive Projects – will continue to be focused on; Colorado continues to excel 

 
 
STAC Report  
 
Vince Rogalski declared that the STAC had met on Friday, February 15, 2013 and 
reported on the following topics:  
 
 An update on legislative activity was provided by Kurt Morrison.  

• There are 60-70 bills that CDOT is following.  
• HB 1030 has been postponed indefinitely by the committee.  
• One comment made was that this was a solution in search of a problem.  
• Other bills related to vehicle fee increases for alternative fuel vehicles and a 

bill to allow local governments to use HUTF for transit was discussed.  
 
 Ben Stein updated STAC on revenue projections and the scenarios.  

• He mentioned that if projections are low then MPO’s cannot include some 
projects in their constrained plan and if projections are too high then projects 
may need to be pulled out if revenues go down.  

• STAC thinks it is harder to add than to delete or postpone projects.  
 
 Scott Richrath gave an update on asset management and the relation to PD 14 

which guides the SW Plan.  
• STAC requested that graphs be consistent in scale. Scott mentioned need for 

revenue to reach goals.  
 
 Sandi Kohrs discussed MAP-21 and the TAP program and the CMAQ program.  

• DRCOG suggested that the TAP levels be kept up to resource allocation 
amounts by taking shortfall from DRCOG but then backfilling that amount 
with CMAQ funds. 

 
 Tim Harris gave and update on RAMP and the two programs and the timeline for 

applications.  
• DRCOG had questions on what ‘consistent with the long range plan’ means 

and how to handle submittals not currently in the fiscally constrained plan.   
 
 Tim also gave an update on the regional boundary changes and process for 

region staff adjustments.  
 
 Mark Imhoff gave a presentation on the Regional Bus service plan and STAC 

urged him not to rush into this but make sure it is a stable and sustainable plan.  
 
 
 
 



  
 

Additional Audience Participation 
 
Dan Grunig of Bicycle Colorado addressed the Commission and thanked Debra 
Perkins-Smith and Herman Stockinger for engaging in communication with the bicycle 
community and keeping them in the loop regarding the TAP Program - specifically Safe 
Routes to School. He confirmed that the program was very important to Colorado and 
requested consideration for keeping the funding for the Education Piece of the Safe 
Routes to School program.  He thanked Betsy Jacobs and Marissa Robinson for 
attending the Colorado Bicycle Transportation Summit which was quite well attended. 
 
 
 
Act on Consent Agenda 
 
Chairman Reiff stated that a motion would be entertained on the Consent Agenda 
and Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the Consent Agenda. Commissioner 
Gilliland seconded the motion and on a vote of the Commission, the Consent Agenda 
was unanimously approved. 
 
Approve the Special & Regular Meeting Minutes of January 17, 2013 
 
Resolution #TC-3044 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Special and 
Regular Meeting Minutes of  January 17, 2013 are hereby approved as published in 
the official agenda of the  meeting Agenda. 
 
Approval of Resolution for the Awarding of the 2014-2015 Transit Grants 



  
 

 



  
 

 
Associated Tables Included in Databases of Transportation Commission Office. 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Approval of the Resolution for the Declaration of Excess Property – Hugo Rest 
Area in Region 1 

 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Approval of the Resolution for the Declaration of Excess Property – Goose Creek 
in Region 4 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Approval of the Resolution for the revision of Policy Directive 1260.0 – Policy 
Governing CDOT University 

 
 
 
 



  
 

Approval of the Resolution regarding Policy Directive 6.0 – Vehicle Fuels 
Control 
  

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Discuss and Act on the 9th Budget Supplement 
 
Ben Stein mentioned that the Budget Supplement was in the Agenda Book and 
confirmed that he could answer any questions from the Commission and requested 
approval of the Budget Supplement. 
  
Commissioner Gilliland made a motion for approval of the Budget Supplement. 
Commissioner Peterson seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the 
Budget Supplement was unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution #TC-3050 
Approval of the 9th Budget Supplement 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the 9th Supplement to the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget be 
approved. 
 
Discuss and Act on the Resolution to Approve the US 36 Managed Lanes 
designation as High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
 
Mike Cheroutes introduced the Resolution and stated that it is a technical 
requirement that the project be designated as a HOV lane and requested approval of 
the Resolution. 
 
Commissioner Rogers made a motion for approval of the Resolution. Commissioner 
Barry seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the following Resolution 
was unanimously approved. 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Discuss and Act of the Resolution to Approve the adoption of a requirement of 
toll-free travel offered to High Occupancy Vehicles be limited to vehicles with 
three or more occupants (HOV3) effective January 1, 2017  
 
Mike Cheroutes introduced the Resolution and stated that the HPTE Board had 
approved a companion Resolution. He confirmed that the action will be the best way 
to accommodate the conflicting demands of congestion management and requested 
approval of the Resolution. 
 
Commissioner Rogers made a motion for approval of the Resolution. Commissioner 
Barry seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the following Resolution 
was unanimously approved. 



  
 

 
 
 
Acknowledgements 



  
 

 
Chairman Reiff confirmed that the acknowledgements had been postponed until the 
March Meeting. 
 
Other Matters  
 
Chairman Reiff confirmed with the gathering that there were no other matters to 
come before the Commission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Reiff announced that the meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
  
 
 
_____________________________     ______________ 
Herman Stockinger, Secretary     Date 
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
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