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REVISION OF SECTION 213PRIVATE 

FLEXIBLE GROWTH MEDIUM

Section 213 of the Standard Specifications is hereby revised for this project as follows:

Subsection 213.01 shall include the following:

This work consists of furnishing and applying Flexible Growth Medium (FGM) on top of rock cuts and slopes after seeding or as temporary stabilization as shown on the plans or as directed by the Engineer.

Subsection 213.02 shall include the following:

FGM shall consist of wood fibers bound together by adhesive and photodegradable synthetic fibers and premixed in an air stream at the factory.  The fibers may be crimped or uncrimped.   The wood fibers shall be manufactured expressly from clean whole wood chips and contain a range of fiber lengths, with a minimum of 25 percent of the fibers averaging 0.4 inches long.  The adhesive binder shall be formulated to form a water resistant bond.  The fibers shall be colored yellow or green with a water‑soluble, non‑toxic dye to help the operator apply the material uniformly.  The mixture shall also contain a copolymer gel.  A sample of the FGM shall be submitted for approval at least two weeks in advance of its use on the project.
Subsection 213.03 shall include the following:

(f) Flexible Growth Medium (FGM). A technical representative of the manufacturer or authorized distributor shall be present for the initial mixing and application of the FGM.

The FGM shall be mixed and applied according to the following procedure:

(1) The FGM shall be mixed at a ratio of 50 lbs. of FGM/125 gallons of water.  Seed will not be mixed in to the FGM mix.
(2) Fill tank with water sufficient to reach the level of the agitator shaft.
(3) Start mixing agitators and regulate throttle throughout the loading process to achieve agitation.
(4) Load machine with FGM and the balance of the required water.  Load FGM through breaker or break by hand.
(5) Vigorously agitate the mixture for a minimum of ten minutes after loading to allow thickening.  Reduce agitation to a minimum.
(6) Apply mixture in even layers, working back and forth between top and bottom of the slope, to uniformly cover soil with the mixture.  Spray the product through a fan or slit‑type nozzle (22 to 50 degree tip). The nozzle shall create a fine, uniformly dispersed spray that "rains down" on the soil.  
The FGM shall be applied at the rate of 2600 pounds per acre.
The FGM shall have no cure time once placed on the area of application.  
FGM shall not be applied in ditches or other areas of concentrated flow.
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Subsection 213.04 shall include the following:

Flexible growth medium will be measured by the actual number of acres to which it is applied based on slope distances.

Subsection 213.05 shall include the following:

Pay Item                        
Pay Unit

Flexible Growth Medium             Acre

Payment will be full compensation for all work necessary to complete the item.

