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Flagger Apparel

In regard to flagger apparel, there is a conflict in the specifications.  Subsection 630.13 requires that all flaggers wear an "orange hard hat and orange vest".  The same specification requires that flagging be performed in accordance with the "latest version of part VI of the MUTCD”.

The 2000 MUTCD is the latest version adopted by CDOT.  This standard allows both orange and yellow-green vests. The 2003 MUTCD (the latest, although not yet adopted by CDOT) allows orange and yellow-green "apparel" (safety vest and hardhat). 

CDOT is currently requiring all of our employee highway construction and maintenance workers, including CDOT flaggers, to wear the yellow-green vests and an orange hardhat.

Some traffic control companies have made significant investments in the new yellow-green vests for the same reason that CDOT made the switch; they are more visible in construction work zones.  When using the yellow-green vests, the companies are complying with the MUTCD, but are not complying with the specifications.

Until such time as the 2003 version of the MUTCD is adopted, appropriate flagger apparel will be an orange or yellow-green vest, and an orange hardhat.  When the 2003 version of the MUTCD is adopted by CDOT, another bulletin will be issued which will convey any changes to this policy.

If you have questions, contact Jim Zufall in Project Development. 303-757-9326
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