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NCHRP 350 REQUIREMENTS

On August 26, 2004, CDOT released a standard special provision for use on all projects advertised after that date.  The specification can be found at: http://www.dot.state.co.us/DesignSupport/Construction/1999SSP/630nchrp.doc .

This specification requires that work zone devices designated by FHWA as category I, including but not limited to single-piece drums, tubes, cones and delineators must meet NCHRP 350 crash test requirements, and the Contractor must present written certification to that effect before first using the devices on a project.

The specification also states that category II devices, including but not limited to barricades, vertical panels with light, drums or cones with light, portable sign supports, intrusion detectors and type III barricades shall meet NCHRP 350 crash test requirements.  The phase out date for category II devices was January 1, 2005.

Because the specification states that work zone devices that do not meet NCHRP 350 requirements shall not be used after the phase out date, and the phase out dates for both category I and category II devices have passed, Contractors must submit NCHRP 350 certification for every category I and category II device before first using the devices on a project.

If this standard special provision is included in a project’s spec package, it must be enforced, and Contractors must provide certification as described above.  However, if an older version of that standard special provision is in a project’s specification package, and it was not subsequently updated with a change order, the Contractor should be held to the requirements of whichever version is in that particular specification package.

Contractors have routinely been using some portable sign stands (H-stands) that do not meet the requirements of NCHRP 350.  Project Engineers should pay particular attention to documentation of compliance in regard to these devices.

The Federal Highway Administration’s list of acceptable crash-worthy category II hardware for work zones can be found at: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/road_hardware/listing.cfm?code=workzone .

Further information on NCHRP 350 testing facilities can be found at:

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/road_hardware/crashtst.htm .

CDOT provides the above links for information only, and makes no claim or guaranty that the lists are accurate or complete, nor any endorsement of any of the listed products or facilities.

If you have questions, contact Randy Furst in Project Development at 303-757-9233.
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