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                                                                                            Date: February 26, 2009

Dowel Bar Support wires

This construction bulletin revises section 412.2.3 of the Construction Manual (CM) to conform to revised subsection 412.13(b)2 of the specifications.   The Revision of Section 412 – Concrete Pavement Joints, dated February 26, 2009, revises subsection 412.13(b)2.  The revised subsection now says that support wires and shipping braces for dowel bars in transverse weakened plane joints shall not be cut prior to concrete placement.  The cutting of the support wires and shipping braces should also cease on projects already under construction since subsection 412.13(b)2 of the Spec Book does not require cutting them.  Note the revised wording in part 2.b. of section 412.2.3 of the CM below.
In section 412.2.3 of the Construction Manual, delete part 2, Transverse Weakened Plane Joints, and replace it with the following:
2. Transverse Weakened Plane Joints. Where transverse weakened plane joints are constructed, check the following for conformance:

a. Location. Check that transverse weakened plane joints are located as designated on the Contract Plans.

b. Load Transfer Devices. Verify that dowels conform to the specified type, diameter, and length of material. Check to ensure that the number and size of shipping braces does not exceed what is specified in subsection 412.13(b)2.  Check to ensure that the horizontal support wires and shipping braces are not cut prior to concrete placement and that the assembly is firmly secured to the subbase as required. Check welding to ensure that only one end is welded. Check the tolerance of placement for acceptability with respect to location, depth, and spacing. Ensure that the Contractor marks the center of the dowel assembly on both sides of the slab for reference by the saw crew. Verify dowel lubrication for conformance. Ensure that joints in widening and shoulders align with those in the adjacent slab.  

The Project Inspector should do quality assurance to ensure the location of the dowels in the plastic pavement behind the paver.

c. Sawing. Check the dimensions of the saw cuts for conformance. Ensure that the sawing is completed at the proper time to prevent random cracking and raveling. If uncontrolled cracking is observed, verify that the Contractor moves the sawing operation ahead and then returns to saw the joints that were skipped. 
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