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Due to the current strength of the economy and the amount of construction in the state, there may be a shortage of trailers available for field offices and labs.  Shortages vary with time of year and location within the State. If the Contractor cannot supply the facilities called for in the plans, the Contractor should provide documentation to that effect.  You may need to work with the Contractor on your project to obtain alternate facilities.  Some options may be a larger trailer, one with a slightly different interior configuration, or facilities in a building. There is more flexibility on the office trailer configuration than the lab, as the lab has specific equipment requirements.  

Facilities that deviate from the standards and are approved by the project engineer are approved on a project by project basis, and do not create a precedent to be relied upon by the Contractor for future projects.  This should be made clear to the Contractor at the time that alternate facilities are accepted.  Each project engineer must decide whether an alternate facility will serve the intended function for the project.

Another issue is the shortage of lab trailers that meet the new standard special provision for field labs.  There are two specifications; projects that require or that don’t require a convection oven.  Both specifications call for a 12-inch shaker.  One of the specified shaker models will not fit in the shaker cabinet in the existing lab. The specification that requires a forced air convection oven is for projects having over 5000 tons of HBP and other appropriate projects when a convection oven is needed. The benches in the existing labs are not constructed to carry the weight of these ovens, and require modification before they can be properly equipped.  During design, consult with your Region Materials Engineer to determine whether the new oven is needed on the project, as the number of new style labs is extremely limited.  Alternatives may be to have some of the testing of Superpave mixes done at the Region lab, at a consultant lab, or at a nearby project with one of the new labs.  Another option may be to allow the Contractor to place the shaker in a metal shed adjacent to the lab trailer.  Please do not specify a convection oven unless it is absolutely necessary.

The shortages are real, and it is important to remember that a Contractor cannot supply a trailer if none are available.  Projects with a longer contract time will typically receive

priority over short-term projects from the trailer suppliers, since they are in the business of renting trailers.  A long-term rental is more desirable than a short-term rental.  We are competing with private and public construction projects throughout the State for trailers.  It is important to remain flexible and reasonable in working with the Contractor to obtain facilities.  Price reductions for facilities that differ from the standards should be based on the impact of the deviation on the functionality of the facility, and should be applied judiciously.  For additional information, contact your Design and Construction Area Engineer.
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