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Recently CDOT has experienced accidents on projects due to inadequate clearance at bridge structures when traffic had been switched to detour alignments.

As a result, Project Development will suggest a revision to Section 630 Standard Specifications, which will require Contractors to verify adequate clearance at structures as part of the MHT.

Until such time as the Specifications are modified, the following procedures should be utilized to avoid these accidents:

· The Project Engineer will verify that adequate clearance is provided at all structures when detour alignments or other construction activities may reduce this clearance.  If less than 16.5’(sixteen and one-half feet) vertical clearance is provided, the Project Engineer will appropriately sign the condition and notify Maintenance & Operations by e-mail.  Coleen Newman (Newmanc) (Coleen.newman@dot.state.co.us) and  Teresa Lawser (Lawsert) (teresa.lawser@dot.state.co.us). The subject line of the e-mail should be – “RESTRICTION ALERT”.

· The Project Engineer will also notify Maintenance and Operations anytime there is a restriction to the normal lane width of 12 feet.

· Maintenance and Operations needs at least 72 hours notice to properly notify permit holders.  The proposed specification will require 72 hours notification.  Please provide as much notice as possible.  In addition, please notify Maintenance and Operations when the restriction may be lifted.

· The following information must be included in the e-mail:

1.  Highway# 

2.  Beginning mile post for the restriction

3.  Ending mile post   "      "      "

4.  Direction of travel that is restricted.

4. Restriction description – i.e. vertical clearance, horizontal clearance 

5. Beginning date and approximate time [if possible] of restriction

6.  Estimated ending date of restriction [with the understanding that we will not remove the restriction from the report until we are notified at the end of the project.  Having an estimate helps the permit writers answer phone calls about certain areas, etc. ]

7. Contact person for the project restriction: name, phone number

This bulletin should not substitute for good design practices, i.e. ensuring that adequate clearance or appropriate signing is provided in project plans.
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