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MULCHING 
Based on State Statute, CDOT has a requirement that mulching material be certified as weed free, to prevent the propagation of noxious weeds in our Right of Way.   Contractors have been furnishing materials for mulching from other states that do not have the proper certifications and identifying marks required by the specifications. 

Section 213.02 of the Standard Specifications requires that each bale of mulch (large or small) be certified as weed free, and be identified in one of three ways:

Each certified weed free mulch bale must be identified by one of the following:

(1) One of the ties binding the bale consists of orange and blue twine, or

(2) One of the ties binding the bale consists of specially produced galvanized shiny wire, or

(3) The bale has a Regional Forage Certification Program tag indicating the Regional Forage Certification Program number.

DO NOT allow the Contractor to unload ANY straw or hay bales or remove their identifying twine, wire or tags until the Engineer has inspected and accepted them.

The Contractor is also required to provide a transit certificate that has been signed by the grower and the Department of Agriculture inspector.  This should be provided prior to payment for the mulch.

Please ensure that all mulch used on CDOT projects complies with these requirements.

It would be a good idea to discuss these requirements at the preconstruction conference and at a progress meeting before mulching commences.
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