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VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL CLEARANCE RESTRICTIONS DURING CONSTRUCTION
CDOT grants permits to allow over-height and over-width vehicles on Colorado’s highways as long as a year in advance of the actual trips.  If a route is restricted due to construction, such permit-holders must be contacted immediately by the Maintenance and Operations Branch, and re-routed to alternates.  If enough advance notification is not given, safety issues may result.

This construction bulletin is intended to serve as a reminder of the requirements relating to vertical and horizontal clearances that become restricted during construction activities, and a strengthening of the advance notification procedures that must be followed.  The specific contractual requirements that Contractors must follow are contained in the 2005 Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction (the “Blue Book”), subsection 630.09, numbers (7) and (8).  This specification is unchanged.  It requires submission of Methods of Handling Traffic (MHTs) to the Engineer for approval, including vertical and horizontal clearance restriction information, a minimum of five days before the MHT is implemented.

Subsection 630.2.4, number 7, paragraph c., Advance Notice of the August 2004 Construction Manual is hereby deleted and replaced with the following:

c.
Advance Notice.  Provide the Maintenance and Operations Branch with as much advance notice as possible to allow them to properly notify permit holders.  As soon as the Contractor provides any indication that height or width restrictions will be necessary, immediately use the notification procedures contained in Construction Manual subsection 630.2.4, number 7, paragraphs a. and b.  Additionally, notify the Maintenance and Operations Branch when the restriction may be lifted.
Vertical and horizontal clearance restrictions and the notification process must also be discussed at the Preconstruction Conference.

For Local Agency projects, the Local Agency Project Manager must make the required notification to the CDOT Maintenance and Operations Branch as described above, and must also send a copy of the notification to the CDOT Resident Engineer.
If you have questions, please contact Randy Furst in Project Development at 303-757-9233 or Coleen Newman in the Maintenance and Operations Branch at 303-757-9537.
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