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Policy on Context Sensitive Solutions

As of today’s date, Policy Memo 26 Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) Vision for CDOT, issued October 31, 2005, is hereby rescinded and archived. The content of the memo has been replaced by, and is now enforced by, a new subsection of Section 8 in the Project Development Manual.

Context Sensitive Solutions has also been added to the list of items to address at the Design Scoping Review (DSR) meeting. That list is in subsection 2.01.02 of the PDM.

Print out the following pages, 2-1 & 2-2 and 8-31 & 8-32 and add them to your copy of the Project Development Manual.





References:

Design Bulletins can be found on the CDOT website at:
https://www.codot.gov/business/designsupport/bulletins_manuals/design-bulletins
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2.01 DESIGN SCOPING REVIEW

The Design Scoping Review (DSR) is an early, on-site review of a project prior to
preliminary design. This enables development of a scope of work that will be consistent
with the planning and design characteristics. See Section 1.02.04 for timing and scoping
project pool (payroll charges) of Design Scoping Review prior to project creation and
budgeting. Some projects will be created and budgeted before the scoping review
meeting. It is acceptable to have two scoping meetings. One before the project is
created and budgeted and another after the project is created and budgeted.

The process establishes the objectives of a project, the identification of design
standards, funding sources, and the required resources necessary to complete a
project. All projects, regardless of size, shall use the scoping process.

2.01.01 Form 1048, Project Scoping/Clearance Record

Form 1048, Project Scoping/Clearance Record comprises a review list used to
document the design scoping process, to monitor status toward PS&E approval, and to
track final clearances prior to advertisement of a project.

2.01.02 Design Scoping Review (DSR) Meeting

The DSR meeting shall be scheduled as soon as possible when a project is identified.
Charges can be made to the Region Scoping Pool section 1.02.04. The DSR invitation
letter shall include the CDOT Form 1048 completed through Phase I, the first three
items on the following list, and as many of the remaining items on the list as possible:

Location map of the project with proposed project limits identified.
Plan and profile of existing facility, if available.

Traffic data.

Accident history and hazard rating.

Existing roadway condition and pavement rating.

Design speed and existing signed speed.

Related inter-modal information.

Environmental considerations.

Context Sensitive Solutions
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2.01.03 DSR Invitees

The following shall be invited to the DSR, or receive notice of the DSR, as appropriate:

From CDOT Region:

Others:

Program Engineer

CDOT Staff representatives: (Bridge,
Hydraulics, Safety and Traffic,
Transportation Development, ROW,
Environmental, Geotechnical, etc.)

Resident Engineer

Other State Agencies

Traffic and Safety Engineer

Local Government Agencies (city,
county, etc.

Utilities Engineer

FHWA Representatives (and other
federal agencies)

Planning/Environmental Manager

Specific organizations: emergency,
schools, special districts, enhancement
sponsors, etc.

Maintenance Superintendant

Railroads, Transit Operators, Airports

Materials Engineer

ROW Supervisor

Survey Coordinator

Hydraulics Engineer

Civil Rights Manager

2.01.04 Conduct of the DSR Meeting

The Resident Engineer will conduct the Design Scoping Review. An agenda will be
prepared to ensure all critical issues are addressed. All CDOT policies and directives
currently in force will be considered when preparing the agenda. The items to be
reviewed include, but are not limited to, the following:
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8.13 Context Sensitive Solutions

Incorporate Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) into your design processes. CSSis a
project development approach in which designers recognize and evaluate the affected
community’s values and objectives in relation to the design of the project. These
community values may be scenic, aesthetic, historic, environmental, etc. in nature.

Key elements of CSS (from NCHRP Report 480):

1. The project satisfies the purpose and needs as agreed to by a full range of
stakeholders. This agreement is forged in the earliest phase of the project and
amended as warranted as the project develops.

2. The project is a safe facility both for the use and the community.

3. The project is in harmony with the community and preserves environmental,
scenic, aesthetic, historic, and natural resource values of the area.

4. The project exceeds the expectations of both the designers and stakeholders
and achieves a level of excellence in people’s minds.

5. The project involves efficient and effective use of resources (such as time,
budget, and community) of all involved parties.

6. The project is designed and built with minimal disruption to the community.
7. The project is seen as having added lasting value to the community.

CDOT’s design professionals determine which design solutions best fit, given the site’s
condition and context.

Additional References:
1. National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Report 480
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