
This table summarizes the types of actions required by NEPA for various types of projects. 

Classes of NEPA actions on federally funded projects
Categorical Exclusion (CatEx) Environmental Assessment Environmental Impact Statement

Attributes of 
projects by 

class

Required for actions that do not have significant 
cumulative impacts, or public controversy. Most of 
CDOT projects fall in this category.

Required for actions that do not qualify as a CatEx, 
but information does not warrant an EIS. It is similar to 
an EIS but is usually shorter and more focused on 
resources that may experience significant impacts

Required for actions likely to have significant impacts 
that cannot be mitigated. This is a process for 
developing a transportation project that considers a 
range of alternatives and detailed analysis of the 
potential impacts of each of those.

Example 
Project Types

-Pedestrian facilities -Actions that do not clearly fit in the other classes -A new access controlled freeway
-Landscaping -New construction of a highway interchange -A project with public controversy
-Routine maintenance, including resurfacing -Adding capacity to a roadway -New transit facilities
-Intersection improvements

Attainment of 
Environmental 

Clearance

Approval is documented through the CDOT Form 128 
as completed by CDOT Environmental Staff.

FHWA and CDOT determine if a Finding of No 
Significant Impact can be issued based on a 
completed study, or if further study is required in an 
EIS. FHWA signature on this document is required 
before the project can proceed.

The EIS results in a Record of Decision, which 
documents the basis for the determination 
and includes mitigation measures required for 
incorporation. FHWA signature on this document is 
required before the project can proceed.

Details

CatExs are further defined into "non-programmatic" 
and "programmatic." A CatEx is categorized as 
"programmatic" if past experience shows that the 
project generally will not have significant impacts, and 
FHWA signature is not required. A signature is 
required on "non-programmatic" CatExs. 

Unlike an EIS, the Draft EA is not released and no 
formal public hearing is required unless requested.

This action generally requires the most time to 
complete, as shown in the Project Schedule Template. 
The Draft and Final EIS must go out for public review, 
and a formal public hearing is required.


