	DRUG CHARACTERISTICS 

	This appendix outlines a guide to commonly used substances. The chart is provided for use on center. It is recommended that it be pulled 

out and posted so that all relevant staff have access to it. Street names and prices were obtained from the Community Epidemiologic Work 

Group (1995), the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Institute for Community Health Outreach, Haight Ashbury Free Medical Clinics' 

outreach program, and the Western States Information Network. These may vary by region. 

	Matrix of Drug Characteristics 

	Drug 
	Names 
	Description, Price, and Dose 
	How Used 
	Onset of Action 
	Signs and Symptoms 

	Alcohol
	Ethyl alcohol, ethanol, beer, malt liquor, wine, wine coolers, and distilled liquor
	Color, taste, smell, dose, packaging, and cost vary by type and brand
	Orally
	Within minutes
	Less alert, impaired judgment, less inhibited, slowed reaction time, impaired motor function, less cautious, delays in reaction, impaired sensory perceptions, staggering, significantly impaired sensory perceptions, consciousness but stuporous

	Matrix of Drug Characteristics 

	Drug 
	Names 
	Description, Price, and Dose 
	How Used 
	Onset of Action 
	Signs and Symptoms 

	Cannabinoids
	“Pot,” “weed,” “grass,” “herb,” “reefer,” “buds,” “skunk, “dank,” “wack,” “broccoli,” “stress,” “KGB” (for Killer Green Buds), “sinse” (for Sinsemilla), “chronic,” “boo-bama,” “blunt,” “Phillies Blunt,” “Colombian,” “Acapulco gold”, “Thai sticks,” “Panama red,” “Mexican red hair,” and “Maui wowi”
	Resembles herbs such as oregano ranging in color from greenish-brown to golden-brown. Street quantities range from a 

“joint” to an ounce or more 

$10 to $30 pr gram, and $150 to $300 per ounce for domestic and $10 to $20 per gram and $200 to $300 per ounce for Sinsemilla 
	Marijuana is smoked; hashish is smoked or 

taken orally; hash oil and pure THC are taken orally 
	45 to 90 minutes 

after oral use and within 15 minutes after smoking 
	Rapid mood changes, red eyes, increased heart rate, unchanged pupil size, elevated blood pressure, decreased standing blood pressure, slightly staggered gait, euphoria and a sense of well being, strong imagery, sensory awareness and sensitivity, increased appetite, dry mouth and throat, anxiety/mild panic attack, sedation, impaired short-term memory and “tracking” ability, altered sense of time, fantasy-like 

state 

	Cocaine 
	Street names for cocaine include "blow," "girl," "nose candy," "snow," "white," "cane," "powder," "yawda," "lines," "toot," 

"coca," "heaven dust," "perica," 

"greengold," "La Blanca Dama," and "flake".

 Crack-cocaine is also referred to as "rock," "cookies," "ice cream," "coke," and "poison" 
	Cocaine hydrochloride is a white crystalline powder that ranges from $20 to $30 per 1/4 gram, $60 to $100 per gram, $120 to $300 per "8 ball" (3.5 grams), and $500 to $1,200 per ounce 

Crack is a rock-hard substance that resembles jagged sugar cubes, it costs between $10 and $20 for a "20 Rock" (0.2 gram), a 

"40 Rock" (0.4 gram) ranges between $20 and $40 
	Users snort, swallow, inject, smoke, or ingest cocaine 
Crack is smoked 
	30 minutes after oral use 15 minutes after 

snorting 7 to 10 seconds after IV use 
	Dilated pupils, hyperactive tendon reflexes, pale, sweaty skin, tremors, rapid breathing, rapid pulse rate, elevated blood pressure, tense muscles, increased body temperature, impulsivity, runny nose ("snorters"), hyperactivity, talkative, intense euphoria (particularly when smoked or injected intravenously), some indifference to pain and fatigue, and mental alertness 

(particularly in the early stages of use), suppressed appetite, and dry mouth 

	Matrix of Drug Characteristics 

	Drug 
	Names 
	Description, Price, and Dose 
	How Used 
	Onset of Action 
	Signs and Symptoms 

	Methamphetamine 
	"Ice* ," "shabu," "speed," "crystal," "crystal meth," "meth”, "crank," "go," "go-fast," "water", "bennies," "black beauties," and 

"cartwheels" 
	Methamphetamine is a volatile, oily, liquid made from of amphetamine, used in a crystalline hydrochloride (powder) form. Pure "ice" is a crystalline form of methamphetamine that is odorless and almost transparent with light yellowish cast; ice is translucent and milky white, similar to rock candy.  Methamphetamine costs $15 to $30 per 1/4 gram, $50 to $120 per gram, $100 to $300 per "8 ball" (1/8 ounce), and $650 to $1,000 per ounce; "ice" costs between $20 and $40 per 1/10 gram 
	Users inject IV, snort, smoke in pipes, inhale vapors from 

Heated aluminum foil 

("chasing the 

dragon"), or mix it in soft drinks 
	Within seconds after IV use and within 30 minutes after oral use 
	Dilated pupils, shallow respirations, elevated blood pressure, increased heart rate, hyperactive tendon reflexes, elevated temperature, cardiac arrhythmias, sweating, tremors, hyperacute or confused sensorium, 

paranoia, impulsivity, hyperactivity, pale, sweaty skin, impulsivity, hyperactivity, talkativeness, intense euphoria (particularly when smoked or injected 

intravenously), some indifference to pain and fatigue, mental alertness (particularly in the early stages of use), suppressed appetite, dry mouth, occasional 

hallucinations 


	Matrix of Drug Characteristics 

	Drug 
	Names 
	Description, Price, and Dose 
	How Used 
	Onset of Action 
	Signs and Symptoms 

	Opiates 
	Heroin is called "Boy," "Brown," "Mexican brown," "Mexican Mud," "Chiva," "Doojee," "Horse," "Scag," "Smack," "Stuff," "Tar," "Black tar," "China white," "Hop," "Dog food," "Polvo," "Estuffa," "Caballo," "Hombre," "H," "Junk," "Thing," "Mexican gum" or "gum" Morphine is called "Cube," "First Line," "Miss Emma," "Morf," "Morpho," "Morphy," "Mud" Hydromorphone (Dilaudid) is called "Ds," "dillies," "drug store heroin," Propoxyphene (Darvon-N and Darvocet-N) Pentazocine (Talwin) is called "Ts" Oxycodone (Percodan and Percocet), Hydrocodone (Vicodin), Meperidine (Demerol and Pethadol), Codeine, Methadone (Dolophine, Methadone, and Methadose), "Meth," are other opiates 
	Tar heroin is a dark, sticky, crude form of heroin containing impurities and plant products of the opium poppy "China white" is a white crystalline powder that usually comes from southwest or southeast Asia 

Tar heroin ranges from $20 to $40 per 1/4 gram and $80 to $160 per gram Southeast Asian heroin costs about $350 per gram "Booger" refers to 2/10 gram of tar heroin 
	Injected, orally, 

smoked, snorted 
	15 to 30 minutes 

after oral use and 

within seconds after IV use 
	Constricted pupils, vomiting, decreased respirations, staggered gait, nodding, droopy eyelids, "track" marks, constipation, decreased blood pressure, decreased 

temperature, diminished reflexes, intense euphoria, reduced pain, cough suppression, nausea, urinary urgency 

	PCP 
	PCP (Phencyclidine hydrochloride) is 

called "angel dust," "DOA" (for dead on 

arrival), "killer weed" (when combined 

with marijuana), "peace pill," "juice," 

"dusters," "hog," and "cyclone" 

A PCP cigarette is called "sherm," "kool," 

"lovely," and "stick" 
	Sold in liquid, tablet, capsule, or 

powder form, or sprayed on 

marijuana or parsley 

Sold for $20 to $30 per "Sherm" 

and $80 to $250 per gram 
	Smoked, taken orally, 

snorted, or injected 
	2 to 5 minutes after 

smoking, and 30 to 

45 minutes after oral 

use 
	Droopy eyes; involuntary eye movements; flushed skin; sweating; confused, drunken behavior; uncoordinated movements; repetitive motor behavior; cyclic coma; hyperactivity; drooling; blank stare; mute; double vision; "whooshing" sound in the ear; dizziness; numbness and analgesia in some parts of the body; fear of dying or death; feelings of loneliness and isolation; altered body image; feelings of unreality; disorganized thought; anxiety or panic reaction; illusions; visual hallucinations; time and visual distortions 


