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 I-25/US 24/Cimarron Street Interchange Reconstruction– Section 404 Permit 
Addendum 

 
Box 6.  Nature of Activity (Description of project, include all features)  
 
The project involves the reconstruction of the existing I-25 /US 24 interchange from a combined 
cloverleaf and J ramp configuration to a “single point interchange” configuration as shown in 
Appendix A.  Generally, the interchange will be relocated about 70 feet west and 50 feet south of 
its current configuration.  The planned interchange configuration includes replacement of the I-25 
bridge over Upper Fountain Creek approximately 400 feet west of the confluence of Monument 
Creek and Fountain Creek, replacement of the Cimarron Street bridge over Lower (south of the 
confluence) Fountain Creek about 150 south of the confluence, replacement of the US 24 bridges 
over Upper Fountain Creek about 1150 feet west of the confluence, and replacement of the Pikes 
Peak Greenway Trail pedestrian bridge over upper Fountain Creek about 40 feet west of the 
confluence. A new bridge over Upper Fountain Creek will be constructed about 700 feet west of 
the confluence for the south-bound off ramp of the new interchange.  A new pedestrian bridge 
will be constructed about 50 feet north of the confluence over Monument Creek connecting the 
regional trail along the west bank of the creek to the eastern trail system. The roadway bridge 
construction will impact approximately 600 linear feet of the Upper Fountain Creek 
 
In addition to the bridge improvements the project includes the reconstruction of approximately 
1,500 linear feet of Upper Fountain Creek west of the confluence to the US 24 Bridge.  Proposed 
channel improvements include lowering the channel invert and redefining the channel section to 
pass flood flows under the new bridge.  The low flow channel is expected to require three small 
grade control structures to raise the lowered channel invert to the existing invert elevation at the 
downstream side of the US 24 Bridge.  These grade control structures will be constructed out of 
boulders.  The boulders will be buried in the stream bank for stability.  No grout will be used and 
the structures will be configured to allow fish passage.  The low flow channel will consist of a 
substrate composed of 4 – 6 inch cobble. These areas are identified in the Appendix B “I-25 and 
Cimarron Street Interchange Reconstruction 404 Permit: Creek Impacts”.   
 
Widening and realignment of I-25 along the west bank of Lower Fountain Creek will shift the 
edge of the highway about 35 feet east toward lower Fountain Creek and about 40 feet west 
toward Bear Creek (a tributary of Lower Fountain Creek).   
 
A new concrete box culvert (CBC) will also be installed in Bear Creek as part of the roadway 
improvements.  This CBC will be enlarged by 30 feet on both the upstream and downstream sides 
of the existing box culvert. This area is identified in Appendix C. 
 
Reason(s) for Discharge into Waters of the United States  
 
This section will discuss the discharge into Fountain Creek resulting from the stream stabilization 
project (RGP 37) that will occur from the Cimarron Street Bridge over Fountain Creek to the 
confluence with Monument Creek.    
  
The reconstruction of Fountain Creek from the 8th Street Bridge, to the confluence with 
Monument Creek will include the installation of three grade control structures to raise the 
lowered channel invert to the existing invert elevation at the downstream side of the US 24 
Bridge.  These structures will be constructed with boulders that will be placed within the stream 
channel.  These boulders will be buried in the stream bottom substrate and on the channel edge 



for stability.  No grout will be used in the construction of these drop structures.  In addition, 4-6” 
rounded cobble will be placed within the existing ordinary high water mark of Fountain Creek 
where the proposed low flow channel intersects with the existing stream channel.  These areas are 
identified on the Appendix B.            
 
 
Box 9. Measures taken to Avoid and Minimize Impacts to Waters of the U.S.  
 
The following mitigation measures will be implemented during construction to avoid impacts to 
Fountain and Bear Creeks: 
 

 Sediment control measures and best management practices will be installed to prevent 
sediment releases into Fountain and Bear Creeks. 

 Fertilizers and/or hydro-mulching will not be allowed within 50 feet of wetlands and 
Fountain and Bear Creeks.  

 Construction staging areas will be located at a distance greater than 50 feet from Fountain 
and Bear Creeks to avoid disturbing vegetation, avoid point source discharges, and to 
prevent spills from entering the aquatic ecosystem (including concrete washout). 

 Equipment refueling will occur within a designated containment area away from 
wetlands and Fountain and Bear Creeks.   

 Disturbed areas will be revegetated with native grass and forb species.  Seed, mulch, and 
mulch tackifier will be applied in phases throughout construction.      

 Where permanent seeding operations are not feasible because of seasonal constraints 
(e.g., summer and winter months), disturbed areas will have mulch and mulch tackifier 
applied to prevent erosion. 

 
In addition, the RGP 37 Permit for Stream Stabilization general conditions will be implemented 
for work occurring during the Fountain Creek rehabilitation from 8th Street Bridge to the 
confluence with Monument Creek.  In addition, the Fountain Creek Restoration/Reconstruction 
Design Plans are included in Appendix D for your review.  These plans include planting plans 
and reconstruction profiles for the Fountain Creek channel and banks.     
 
Box 11.  Threatened and Endangered Species and Essential Fish Habitat 
 
The following table identifies the federally listed threatened and endangered species in El Paso 
County and the potential for these species to occur in the project area. 
  

Federal Candidate, Threatened, and Endangered Species in El Paso County 
 

Species Designation Potential to Occur in Project Area 
Mexican Spotted Owl 
(Strix occidentalis lucida) 

Threatened  No Effect.  The project area is highly 
urbanized and does not contain the remote 
conifer forest habitat required by the species 

Greenback cutthroat trout 
(Oncorhynchus clarki spp. 
Stomia) 

Threatened No Effect.  The project area does not 
contain the coldwater streams required by 
this trout species. 

Pawnee montane skipper 
(Hesperia leonardus diluvialis) 

Threatened No Effect.  This butterfly is only found in 
the South Platte River Basin in montane 
habitats. 



Ute ladies’-tresses orchid  
(Spiranthes diluvialis) 

Threatened No Effect.  The floodplains present in the 
project area do not contain the type of 
habitat preferred by this plant.  No known 
populations have been identified in the 
project area. 

North American wolverine 
(Gulo gulo luscus) 

Candidate No Effect.  No coniferous alpine forests 
used by the wolverine occur within the 
project area.  

 
The project team will continue to work with Colorado Parks and Wildlife to ensure the ability of 
fish and wildlife to move through the corridor.     
 
Box 12. Historic Properties and Cultural Resources  
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation is the lead agency for the project and is handling the 
Section 106 consultation.  The proposed improvements to the I-25/US 24 interchange have been 
examined twice for cultural resources, first in the March 2004 I-25 Improvements through the 
Colorado Springs Urbanized Area EA (FONSI, September 2004) and then again as the eastern 
terminus of the May 2012 US 24 West EA (no decision document issued to date). It has been 
determined by CDOT, FHWA and SHPO that no cultural resources will be impacted by the I-
25/US 24 interchange project. Correspondence addressing the Section 106 Consultation for both 
EAs are included in Appendix E to this permit application.    
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PLACEHOLDER 
 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

 

BETWEEN the FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION  

 AND THE COLORADO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 

REGARDING COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

PROJECT NH 0242-040 

US HIGHWAY 24 WEST ENVIRONMENTALASSESSMENT 

EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO 
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