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1. Introduction 1 

This environmental assessment (EA) is for safety and capacity improvements to US Highway 50 2 
(US 50) between Wills Boulevard (Blvd) and McCulloch Blvd that the Colorado Department of 3 
Transportation (CDOT) is proposing, in consultation with Federal Highway Administration 4 
(FHWA), is proposing within the City of Pueblo, Pueblo County, and Pueblo West Metropolitan 5 
District (PWMD). This project is the third in a sequence of improvements that CDOT is making to 6 
US 50, all under the framework of the US 50 West Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study 7 
(CDOT, 2012a). The US 50 West PEL established the purpose and need, evaluated a full range of 8 
alternatives, and developed the US 50 West PEL Implementation Plan (CDOT, 2012b) for the PEL 9 
recommended Preferred Alternative within a 12-mile corridor from Swallows Road to Baltimore 10 
Avenue. Safety and capacity improvements included in the PEL recommended Preferred Alternative 11 
generally consist of widening US 50 from four lanes to six lanes from McCulloch Blvd to Wills Blvd 12 
and establishing grade-separated interchanges at McCulloch Blvd, Purcell Blvd, and Pueblo Blvd. US 13 
50 would remain a four-lane highway west of McCulloch Blvd.  14 

At the completion of the PEL Study, funds were not available to construct the recommended 15 
improvements for the entire PEL Corridor, leading CDOT to implement a sequence of 16 
improvement projects in coordination with FHWA. The following summarizes the sequence of 17 
completed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) studies and recent improvements for US 50 18 
that have led to this US 50 West Wills Blvd to McCulloch Blvd EA, as shown in Figure 1: 19 

 The US 50 West Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd EA (CDOT, 2014) provides widening 3.4 miles of 20 
eastbound US 50 from two lanes to three lanes from Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd to establish 21 
five lanes (three eastbound and two westbound). Safety improvements include adding 22 
northbound right turns onto US 50 at McCulloch Blvd and Purcell Blvd and establishing 23 
two water quality ponds on the east and west sides of Wild Horse Dry Creek. In addition, 24 
widening the eastbound bridge at Wild Horse Dry Creek accommodates a future 25 
pedestrian/bicycle path. Construction of these improvements is scheduled for completion in 26 
2016.  27 

 The US 50 West Wills Blvd to BNSF Acceleration Lane Categorical Exclusion (CDOT, 2015), 28 
recently approved by CDOT, establishes a westbound acceleration lane on US 50 from Wills 29 
Blvd to the BNSF right-of-way (ROW), east of the BNSF bridge, shown on Figure 1. 30 
Construction of the acceleration lane is scheduled for 2016. 31 

 CDOT and FHWA are currently undertaking the US 50 West Wills Blvd to McCulloch Blvd EA 32 
to provide additional safety and capacity improvements to US 50. Improvements include 33 
widening 3.4 miles of westbound US 50 between Wills Blvd and Purcell Blvd, from two 34 
lanes to three lanes; and widening 2.4 miles of westbound and eastbound US 50 between 35 
Purcell Blvd and McCulloch Blvd, from two lanes to three lanes in each direction. Grade-36 
separated interchanges would be established within the US 50 ROW at Purcell Blvd and 37 
Pueblo Blvd. A future pedestrian/bicycle path would also be accommodated between Wills 38 
Blvd and Pueblo Blvd. A regional water quality pond is proposed to treat US 50 runoff and 39 
PWMD municipal runoff.  40 
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The Proposed Action, in combination with the improvements under construction from Purcell Blvd 1 
to Wills Blvd, would establish six-lane capacity (three lanes in each direction) in the most congested 2 
portion of the PEL Corridor, between Wills Blvd and McCulloch Blvd. 3 

For this EA, the existing features of US 50, including the improvements approved through the US 4 
50 West Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd EA (CDOT, 2014) and the US 50 West Wills Blvd to BNSF 5 
Acceleration Lane Categorical Exclusion, represent the No Action Alternative. The No Action 6 
Alternative assumes that no other major capacity improvements would be made to US 50. The No 7 
Action Alternative also includes routine maintenance to keep the existing transportation network in 8 
good operating condition. 9 

CDOT and FHWA prepared this EA to evaluate the Proposed Action benefits and environmental 10 
impacts, relevant to the No Action Alternative. This EA will also ensure that the Proposed Action 11 
would have logical termini and independent utility and would not restrict other reasonably 12 
foreseeable transportation improvements identified in the PEL recommended Preferred Alternative.  13 

Future elements of the PEL recommended Preferred Alternative will undergo NEPA analysis as 14 
funding for design, ROW, and construction becomes available. 15 
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Figure 1. Proposed Action and PEL Study Corridor 1 

 2 
 3 
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 1 

2. Project Description 2 

2.1 Proposed Action 3 

The Proposed Action for this US 50 West Wills Blvd to McCulloch Blvd EA involves widening 3.4 miles 4 
of westbound US 50 from two lanes to three lanes, to include a third westbound lane from Wills 5 
Blvd (Milepost 313.15) to Purcell Blvd (Milepost 309.78), and widening 2.4 miles of both westbound 6 
and eastbound US 50 from Purcell Blvd (Milepost 309.78) to McCulloch Blvd (Milepost 307.34). 7 
Grade-separated interchanges would be established at Pueblo Blvd and at Purcell Blvd. The 8 
Proposed Action from Wills Blvd to McCulloch Blvd, in combination with the eastbound 9 
improvements under construction from Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd, would six-lane capacity (three 10 
lanes in each direction), for 5.8 miles of US 50, consistent with the US 50 West PEL Implementation 11 
Plan (CDOT, 2012b).  12 

CDOT is proposing the following transportation improvements between Wills Blvd and McCulloch 13 
Blvd: 14 

 Wills Blvd Intersection to BNSF Railroad Bridge (Milepost 313.15 to Milepost 312.87) 15 
– A third westbound lane would be established by restriping the Wills Blvd to BNSF 16 
acceleration lane (US 50 West Wills Blvd to BNSF Acceleration Lane Categorical Exclusion; 17 
CDOT, 2015) and by extending the westbound lane through the BNSF railroad bridge 18 
underpass to Pueblo Blvd.   19 

 BNSF Railroad Bridge through Pueblo Blvd Intersection (Milepost 312.87 to 20 
Milepost 312.65) – The westbound lanes of US 50 in the vicinity of Pueblo Blvd would be 21 
realigned to be parallel to the eastbound lanes from Milepost 311.45 to Milepost 312.65, and 22 
the existing westbound bridge over Wild Horse Dry Creek would be replaced. A grade-23 
separated interchange would be established, with Pueblo Blvd crossing over US 50. The 24 
Williams Creek concrete box culvert (CBC) under the eastbound US 50 lanes would be 25 
extended 160 ft. to accommodate the realigned westbound lanes, including the westbound 26 
third-lane widening. Pueblo Blvd would be widened to accommodate two additional left turn 27 
lanes onto westbound US 50 via a right-side exit ramp. The existing westbound US 50 lanes 28 
would be retained and modified to provide access from US 50 onto southbound Pueblo 29 
Blvd. The US 50 West PEL Implementation Plan (CDOT, 2012b) identifies the Proposed 30 
Action at US 50 at Pueblo Blvd to be implemented as phased improvements over time. The 31 
Proposed Action would implement a diamond-type interchange at Pueblo Blvd. The PEL 32 
recommends a Diverging Diamond Interchange configuration, which would be implemented 33 
at some time in the future when the Pueblo Blvd Extension is developed as an expressway 34 
between US 50 and I-25 (CDOT, 2012a). 35 

 Pueblo Blvd to Purcell Blvd Intersection (Milepost 312.65 to Milepost 309.78) – The 36 
westbound third lane would extend from Pueblo Blvd to Purcell Blvd, and a full six-lane 37 
grade-separated interchange would be developed, with US 50 crossing over Purcell Blvd. A 38 
CBC under Purcell Blvd would be extended to accommodate a future pedestrian/bicycle 39 
trail and future widening of Purcell Blvd.  40 
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 Purcell Blvd to McCulloch Blvd (Milepost 309.78 to Milepost 307.34) – The Proposed 1 
Action would include a third westbound lane extending from Purcell Blvd and terminating at 2 
a right turn onto northbound McCulloch Blvd; and a third eastbound lane extending from 3 
the newly established northbound right turn from McCulloch Blvd and terminating at 4 
Purcell Blvd. The ultimate configuration for US 50 and McCulloch Blvd, although not part 5 
of this EA, is a grade-separated interchange as identified in the US 50 West PEL 6 
Implementation Plan (CDOT, 2012b). 7 

 Pedestrian/Bicycle Path – The Proposed Action would accommodate a future 8 
pedestrian/bicycle path within CDOT ROW along the south side of US 50 from Wills Blvd 9 
to Pueblo Blvd, which is an element of the PEL recommended Preferred Alternative 10 
(CDOT, 2012a). The slope paving adjacent to the eastbound lanes at the BNSF railroad 11 
underpass would be modified to accommodate the pedestrian/bicycle path. 12 

 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Improvements/Regional Pond - The 13 
Proposed Action would include water quality improvements and a regional pond. 14 
Stormwater runoff for the westbound lane widening and interchange improvements between 15 
Wills Blvd and the Pueblo Blvd (Milepost 313.5 to Milepost 311.15) would be directed to the 16 
two extended detention basins under construction on the east and west sides of Wild Horse 17 
Dry Creek. Stormwater runoff for the westbound and eastbound lanes between Pueblo Blvd 18 
and McCulloch Blvd (Milepost 311.5 to Milepost 307.34) would be directed to a proposed 19 
regional pond site within a private parcel west of Pueblo Blvd and south of US 50.  20 

Figure 2 provides a general map of the Proposed Action. 21 

2.2 No Action Alternative 22 

The existing features of US 50, including the improvements approved through the US 50 West Purcell 23 
Blvd to Wills Blvd EA (CDOT, 2014) and the US 50 West Wills Blvd to BNSF Acceleration Lane 24 
Categorical Exclusion, represent the No Action Alternative. The No Action Alternative assumes that 25 
no other major capacity improvements would be made to US 50. The No Action Alternative also 26 
includes routine maintenance to keep the existing transportation network in good operating 27 
condition. 28 

 29 
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Figure 2. Proposed Action 1 

 2 
 3 
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3. Historic and Archaeological Resources Assessment 1 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, requires projects 2 
proposed or funded by federal agencies to identify and assess effects to historic properties listed on 3 
or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The following 4 
subsections discuss the steps to determine whether the Proposed Action would have an effect on 5 
historic properties.  6 

3.1 Inventory Methods 7 

Inventory methods used on this project include the following: 8 

 Established an Area of Potential Effects (APE). An APE was defined using existing US 50 9 
ROW, including a narrow ROW acquisition along the south side of US 50 ROW between 10 
Purcell Blvd and McCulloch Blvd. The APE includes all properties subject to direct and 11 
indirect effects resulting from the construction of the Proposed Action. The APE includes 12 
the footprint of the Proposed Action. 13 

 Conducted a file search through the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 14 
(OAHP) online Compass database to determine whether previously recorded NRHP eligible 15 
or listed resources were located within or near the proposed project area.  16 

 Reviewed Pueblo County Assessor’s Office records to determine if any buildings within the 17 
project study area met the minimum age requirement for historic eligibility.  18 

 Inventoried the APE to determine changes in the built and natural landscape over time. 19 
CDOT conducted an inventory of the APE between Wills Blvd and Purcell Blvd as a part of 20 
the US 50 West Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd EA in September 2013 (An Intensive Archaeological 21 
Resources Inventory Along US Highway 50 in Northwest Pueblo, Pueblo County, Colorado, CDOT, 22 
2013). This inventory was supplemented for the section of the APE from Purcell Blvd to 23 
McCulloch Blvd by analyzing historic topographical maps and historic aerial photography.  24 

 Reviewed previous reports and site forms in the area surrounding the Proposed Action. 25 

 Conducted site visits to verify the condition of existing and potential resources.  26 

 Consulted with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the City of Pueblo 27 
Historic Preservation Commission for concurrence on CDOT’s determinations of eligibility.  28 

 Consulted with six federally recognized Native American tribes as a part of the US 50 West 29 
Purcell Blvd to Wills Blvd EA (CDOT, 2014). One tribe, the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma, 30 
expressed an interest in consulting. CDOT and FHWA will include the Kiowa Tribe in all 31 
notification and other public documents related to this EA. 32 

  33 
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3.2 Eligibility Determinations 1 

The OAHP Compass database revealed four previously recorded resources:  2 

 Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913) – Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913) was determined officially not 3 
eligible in CDOT’s 2002 statewide historic bridge inventory.  4 

 Kansas Colorado Railroad (5PE320.3) – A segment of the former Kansas Colorado 5 
Railroad (5PE320) originally crossed through the project area just east of Pueblo Blvd; the 6 
segment was documented in 2014. The overall railroad is considered eligible, but segment 7 
5PE320.3 is an abandoned rail grade truncated by the construction of US 50 and found to be 8 
non-supporting due to extensive disturbance and urbanization. Construction of the railroad 9 
pre-dates that of the highway. A 2013 field survey indicated that the railroad segment 10 
between the eastbound and westbound lanes of US 50 and south of the eastbound lane has 11 
been destroyed, which is why the segment in the previous recording is limited to the section 12 
north of the westbound lanes. Additional information is provided on the 2014 site form (see 13 
Appendix A).  14 

 US Highway 50 (5PE8108.1) – US 50 segment 5PE8108.1 was evaluated during a recent 15 
CDOT acceleration lane project. The overall highway is considered NRHP eligible, but the 16 
segment was found to be non-supporting to the overall resource. Additional information is 17 
provided in the 2014 site form (see Appendix A). 18 

 Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (5PE1665.19) – Segment 5PE1665.19, now owned and 19 
operated by BNSF, is located at the east end of the APE. The overall railroad is considered 20 
NRHP eligible, and the recorded segment was determined to support the overall resource 21 
(see Appendix A). 22 

A review of the other sources, including historic USGS topographical maps and Pueblo County 23 
Assessor’s Office records, indicated no buildings over 45 years of age and no other built 24 
environment or archaeological resources are located in the APE. 25 

3.2.1 SHPO Concurrence with Determinations of Eligibility 26 

CDOT consulted with SHPO and the City of Pueblo Historic Preservation Commission on the 27 
determinations of eligibility (see Appendix B for correspondence): 28 

 In January 2016, CDOT consulted with SHPO and the City of Pueblo on the eligibility 29 
determinations for the Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913), Kansas Colorado Railroad (5PE320.3), 30 
US Highway 50 (5PE8108.1), and Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (5PE1665.19).  31 

 The SHPO responded in correspondence dated February 1, 2016, and concurred with the 32 
APE and CDOT's eligibility determinations for 5PE3913, 5PE1665.19, 5PE8108.1, and 33 
5PE1665.19.  34 

 CDOT did not receive any comments from the City of Pueblo within the 30-day review 35 
period stipulated by regulation.  36 



 
 

9 

3.3 Effects Determinations 1 

CDOT evaluated the effects of the Proposed Action on the Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913), Kansas 2 
Colorado Railroad (5PE320.3), US Highway 50 (5PE8108.1), and Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 3 
(5PE1665.19) by applying criteria of adverse effects in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1).   4 

 Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913) – The Proposed Action will involve the removal of the Dry 5 
Creek Bridge. Because the bridge is not eligible, its removal would result in no historic 6 
properties affected.  7 

 Kansas Colorado Railroad (5PE320.3) – The Proposed Action involves modifications to 8 
US 50 at Pueblo Blvd, including realigning the westbound lanes, widening the CBC at 9 
Williams Creek, and widening Pueblo Blvd. All of actions have the potential to affect the 10 
area where the railroad grade was once present. However, because the segment is no longer 11 
extant and is considered non-supporting, the project would result in no adverse effect with 12 
regard to the Kansas Colorado Railroad (5PE320), including segment 5PE320.3. 13 

 US Highway 50 (5PE8108.1) – The Proposed Action would modify the alignment of 14 
US  50 at the Pueblo Blvd intersection. Because the resource is non-supporting, the project 15 
will result in no adverse effect with regard to 5PE8108, including segment 5PE8108.1. 16 

 Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (5PE1665.19) – The Proposed Action would construct a 17 
pedestrian/bicycle path within the CDOT ROW on the south side of US 50 from Wills Blvd 18 
to Pueblo Blvd. The path would pass beneath the railroad at bridge structure K-18-BL, 19 
which carries the railroad over the highway. The trail would not impact either bridge K-18-20 
BL (built in 1972) or the recorded railroad segment. The recorded segment is defined by the 21 
railroad grade, and bridge K-18-BL is considered a non-contributing feature of the railroad 22 
resource. Because there would be no impacts to the railroad and the bike path would be 23 
outside the resource boundary, the project will result in no adverse effect.  24 

3.3.1 SHPO Concurrence with Determinations of Effects 25 

CDOT consulted with SHPO and the City of Pueblo Historic Preservation Commission on the 26 
determinations of effects (see Appendix B for correspondence): 27 

 In January 2016, CDOT consulted with SHPO and the City of Pueblo on the effects of the 28 
Proposed Action for the Dry Creek Bridge (5PE3913), Kansas Colorado Railroad 29 
(5PE320.3), US Highway 50 (5PE8108.1), and Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (5PE1665.19).  30 

 The SHPO responded in correspondence dated February 1, 2016, and concurred with the 31 
effects determinations for 5PE3913, 5PE1665.19, 5PE8108.1, and 5PE1665.19.  32 

 CDOT did not receive any comments from the City of Pueblo within the 30-day review 33 
period stipulated by regulation. 34 

 35 
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 COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OAHP1400  

 Management Data Form  Rev. 11/10 

  
A Management Data Form should be completed for each cultural resource recorded during an archaeological survey.  
Isolated finds and revisits are the exception and they do not require a Management Data Form.  Please attach the 
appropriate component forms and use continuation pages if necessary.  Fields can be expanded or compressed as 
necessary. 
 

1. Resource Number:  5PE.8108.1 2. Temporary Resource Number:        

3. Attachments (check as many as apply) 4. Official determination (OAHP use only) 
 Prehistoric Archaeological Component  Determined Eligible NR\SR       
 Historic Archaeological Component  Determined Not Eligible NR\SR       
 Linear Component  Nominated       
 Sketch/Instrument Map (required)  Need Data NR\SR       
 U.S.G.S. Map Photocopy (required)  Contributing to NR Dist.\SR Dist.       
 Photograph(s) (required)  Not Contributing to NR Dist.\SR Dist.       
 Other, specify:        Supports overall linear eligibility NR\SR       

   Does not support overall linear eligibility NR\SR      
 
I. IDENTIFICATION 
5. Resource Name: US Highway 50 

6. Project Name/Number: US 50 West Wills to BNSF Acceleration Lane Categorical Exclusion 

7. Government Involvement:  Local  State Federal 
 Agency:  Colorado Department of Transportation, Region 2 

8. Site Categories (check as many as apply): 
 Prehistoric:  archaeological site  paleontological site  In existing National Register District
 National Register District name:  n/a  

 Historic:  archaeology site  building(s) structure(s)  object(s)  In existing National Register 
District 

 National Register District name:  n/a 

9. Owner(s) Name and Address: Colorado Department of Transportation – 4201 E Arkansas Ave, Denver, CO 80222 

10. Boundary Description and Justification: The boundary consists of the length of the highway (approx. 6 miles) and 
the width of the right-of-way along US Hwy 50 between Wills Boulevard and McCulloch Boulevard in Pueblo West. The 
right-of-way varies between 300 feet and 900 feet throughout the recorded segment. 
 

11. Site/Property Dimensions Length: 8800m Width: 100m Area: 880,000m2 Acres (m2/4047): 220 

 Area was calculated as:  Length x Width (rectangle/square)  Length x Width x 0.785 (Ellipse)  GIS 

 
II. LOCATION 
12. Legal Location 

PM  6 Township  20S Range  65W Sections  
7,8,9, 
15,16 

½  ¼   

 If section is irregular, explain alignment method:  n/a 

13. USGS Quad: Northwest Pueblo, 1961, rev.1994 14. County: Pueblo 

15. UTM Coordinates: Datum used  NAD 27  NAD 83  WGS 84 Other:       

A. Zone 13; 522373 mE 4243120 mN 

B. Zone 13; 522370 mE 4243059 mN 

C. Zone 13; 531304 mE 4240394 mN 

D. Zone 13; 531308 mE 4240429 mN 

16. UTM Source:  Corrected GPS/rectified survey (<5m error)  Uncorrected GPS  Map template 



 Management Data Form 

Resource Number: 5PE.8108.1 Temporary Resource Number:        
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 Other (explain):        

17. Site elevation (feet):  4,990 

18. Address:      Lot:  n/a Block:  n/a Addition: n/a       
19. Location/Access:  US Hwy 50 between Wills Boulevard and McCulloch Boulevard 

III. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT/SITE CONDITION 
20. General Description (should include both on site as well as geographical setting with aspect, landforms, vegetation, 

soils, depositional environment, water, ground visibility):  This segment of US Highway 50 extends from Wills 
Boulevard at the east end, to McCulloch Boulevard on the west in what is known as the town of Pueblo West. The 
entire recorded segment consists of a 4-lane highway. The segment splits approximately 0.5 miles west of Wills 
Boulevard and remains split through the Pueblo Boulevard intersection before re-merging approximately 0.5 miles 
west of Pueblo Boulevard. Williams Creek and Wild Horse Creek both cross the recorded segment in proximity to 
Pueblo Boulevard. Commercial development is common along the recorded segment, with some areas of 
undeveloped shortgrass prairie.  

 
21. Soil depth (cm) and description:  n/a 
 
22. Condition 

a. Architectural/Structural b. Archaeological/Paleontological 
 Excellent  Undisturbed 
 Good  Light disturbance 
 Fair  Moderate disturbance 
 Deteriorated  Heavy disturbance 
 Ruin  Total disturbance 

23. Describe condition:  The recorded segment is in relatively good condition overall. Bridge structures located at both 
Williams Creek and Wild Horse Creek require complete reconstruction. The highway is regularly maintained. 

24. Vandalism: Yes  No 
 Describe: n/a 

IV. NATIONAL/STATE REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

25. Context or Theme:  Colorado Engineering 

26. Applicable National Register Criteria: 

 A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 
 B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 
 C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work 

of a master, or that possess   high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction 

 D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory 
 Does not meet any of the National Register criteria 
 Qualifies under exceptions A through G.  List exception(s): 

27. Applicable State Register Criteria: 
 A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history 
 B. Property is connected with persons significant in history 
 C. Property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan 
 D. Property is of geographic importance 
 E. Property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history 
 Does not meet any of the State Register criteria 



 Management Data Form 

Resource Number: 5PE.8108.1 Temporary Resource Number:        
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28. Area(s) of significance: Transportation, Commerce 

29. Period(s) of significance:  1916-1945 

30. Level of significance:  National  State  Local 

31. Statement of significance: The entire highway is considered significant as an engineered route under Criterion A for 
its contribution to the development of transportation in Colorado and as a transcontinental highway. 

32. Statement of historic integrity related to significance: The segment in the project area is represented by two 
westbound and two eastbound lanes with paved shoulders and paved/painted median and then a grassy median. As it 
approaches Pueblo West from the west, the highway right of way expands and a broad grassy median separates the east 
and westbound lanes. Overall the segment has lost integrity of setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association.  
The segment includes an interchange at the State Highway 45 intersection that was built within the past 40 years and is 
not within the period of significance for this highway of 1916-1945. For these reasons, the highway lacks integrity and is 
considered non-supporting. 
 
33. National Register Eligibility Field Assessment:  Eligible  Not eligible  Need data 
 Linear Segment Evaluation (if applicable):   Supporting  Non Supporting 
34. Status in an Existing National Register District:  Contributing  Non-contributing 
35. State Register Eligibility Field Assessment:  Eligible  Not eligible  Need data 
36. Status in an Existing State Register District:  Contributing Non-contributing 
37. National/State Register District Potential:  Yes   No   Describe: There are no known districts in the immediate 
project area. The highway may be part of a larger district but this was not evaluated for the project. 

38. Cultural Landscape Potential:  Yes   No   Describe: The area along this segment of highway has seen 
significant change over time including the construction of the interchange at SH 45 and recent commercial development. 
Therefore, it is unlikely that there is potential for a cultural landscape designation in the project area. 

39. If Yes to either 37 or 38, is this site:  Contributing   Non-contributing   Explain:  n/a 

V. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

40.Threats to Resource:  Water erosion  Wind erosion  Grazing  Neglect  Vandalism 

 Recreation  Construction  Other (explain): The road is an operating highway subject to maintenance. 

41. Existing protection  None  Marked  Fenced  Patrolled  Access controlled 
 Other (specify):  n/a 

 Comments:  n/a 

42. Local landmark designation:  n/a      43. Easement:  n/a 

44. Recorder’s Management Recommendations:  No further work. 

VI. DOCUMENTATION 
45. Previous actions accomplished at the site:  Tested  Partial excavation  Complete excavation 

 Date(s):  n/a 

a. Excavations: n/a 

b. Stabilization: n/a Date(s):  n/a 

c. HABS/HAER documentation [date(s) and numbers]: n/a 

d. Other:  n/a 
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46. Known collections/reports/interviews and other references (list): 
Edlund, Alvin Jr.  A Brief History of America’s Backbone (aka the loneliest road in America) and How it Came to Pass 
Through Central Colorado. At http://www.route50.com/history.htm. 
 
Salek, Matt. The Highways of Colorado.  Available at: http://www.mesalek.com/colo/. Accessed on 5/22/2015. 
 
Maps of the State Highway System, 1916-1980s. 
 
47. Primary location of additional data:  n/a 

48. State or Federal Permit number: n/a 

49. Collection: Artifact collection authorized:  Yes  No Were artifacts collected:  Yes  No 

Artifact repository:  n/a 

Collection method:  Diagnostics  Grab Sample  Random Sample 
Other (specify): n/a 

50. Photograph Numbers: 5PE8108.1_1, 5PE8108.1_2, 5PE8108.1_3, 5PE8108.1_4, 

Files or negatives stored at: CDOT Headquarters - 4201 E Arkansas Ave, Denver, CO 80222 
51. Report title: None 
52. Recorder(s): Lisa Schoch Date:  July 2015 

53. Recorder affiliation: CDOT 

Phone number/Email: 303.512.4258 

NOTE:  Please attach a site map, a photocopy of the USGS 1:24000 map indicating resource location, and photographs. 

History Colorado - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 

303-866-3395 
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 COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OAHP 1418 

 Linear Component Form Rev. 11/2010 
 
This form should be completed for each linear resource or linear segment.  Use this form in conjunction with the 
Management Data Form.  Call OAHP staff (303-866-5216) prior to assigning a resource number. 

 
I. Resource Identification 

1. Resource Number: 5PE.8108.1 2. Temporary Resource Number:       

3. Site Name: US Highway 50 

4. Record of:  Entire resource  Segment 

II. Resource Description 

5. Resource Type:  Road  Railroad  Trail  Ditch/Canal 

 Other (specify):        

6. Component Description: This segment of US Highway 50 generally runs in an east-west orientation. The recorded 
segment, approximately 6 miles long and 300 feet in width, extends between Wills Boulevard on the east and 
McCulloch Boulevard on the west. The segment provides access into the community of Pueblo West and various 
commercial enterprises are located along the recorded segment. The entire recorded segment consists of a 4-lane 
highway, and splits approximately 0.5 miles west of Wills Boulevard where it crosses through the Pueblo Boulevard 
intersection before re-merging approximately 0.5 miles west of the Pueblo Boulevard intersection. Williams Creek and 
Wild Horse Creek both cross the recorded segment in proximity to Pueblo Boulevard. 

7. Original use: Road 

8. Current use: Highway 

9. Modifications (describe and include dates):  The highway has been widened over time and a large interchange at 
Pueblo Boulevard (SH 45) was built in 1974. Other associated Federal Aid or other projects for this segment of the 
highway include: Federal Aid Project F 001-3(14), 1962-1963, and Federal Aid Project F-050-3(5), circa 1973. 
 

10. Extent of Entire Resource:  The overall US Highway 50 extends for over 3,000 miles from Ocean City, Maryland 
to Sacramento California. In Colorado, the highway extends through 11 counties from the Kansas border to the Utah 
border. 

11. Associated Artifacts:  None 

12. Associated Features or Resources:  n/a 

III. Research Information 

13. Architect/Engineer: n/a 
 Source(s) of Information: n/a 

14. Builder: Colorado State Highway Department 
 Source(s) of Information: State Highway Map, 1916 

15. Date of Construction / Date Range: Circa 1916, though the route was likely built much earlier. 
 Source(s) of Information: State Highway Map, 1916 
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16. Historical / Archival Data:  US Highway 50 is known nationally as “America’s Backbone”—and extends from 
Ocean City, Maryland to Sacramento, California for a total of 3,073 miles.  
 
US Highway 50 in Colorado extends for over 440 miles through eleven counties from the Kansas to the Utah borders.  
Statewide, the highway has remained on its alignment in rural areas.  By 1938, all of US 50 was paved, except for 
Monarch Pass, which was paved by 1946. 
 
The segment west of Pueblo appears as early as 1916 on state highway maps.  It was initially identified as State Route 
5 in maps up to 1922.  From the mid-1920s to the late 1960s, the highway was labeled for US Highways 6 and 50.  By 
the 1980s, it was identified just as US 50 in the segment extending west from Pueblo to the Fremont County line. In 
Pueblo County, the highway has undergone several changes in alignment.  Initially it extended from the 
Fremont/Pueblo County line southeast  to what is now Pueblo West, across the Turkey Creek Arroyo near present 
Carrizo Avenue. From the current US 50/SH 45 intersection, the highway initially extended southeast on Wild Horse 
Road into Pueblo. In 1934, the route was changed so it no longer extended through Pueblo West. Rather, from the 
Fremont/Pueblo County line, the US 50 alignment was moved to its current alignment north of Pueblo where it 
intersects US 85 at Elizabeth Street. By 1951, US 85/87 was moved to the I-25 alignment.  The current alignment of US 
50 north of Pueblo and east of I-25 was built around 1957.  
 
Within the documented segment, the interchange at the intersection of SH 45 and US 50 was under construction in 
1974.  
 
Edlund, Alvin Jr.  A Brief History of America’s Backbone (aka the loneliest road in America) and How it Came to Pass 
Through Central Colorado. At http://www.route50.com/history.htm. 
 
Salek, Matt. The Highways of Colorado.  Available at: http://www.mesalek.com/colo/. Accessed on 5/22/2015. 
 
Maps of the State Highway System, 1916-1980s. 
 
17. Cultural Affiliation and Justification:  n/a 

IV. Management Recommendations 

18. Eligibility of Entire Resource 

  Eligible  Not Eligible  Need Data Is this an official determination?  Yes  No 

 Remarks / Justification:  The entire highway is considered significant as an engineered route under Criterion A for 
its contribution to the development of transportation in Colorado and as a transcontinental highway. 

19. Evaluation of integrity of the segment of the entire linear resource being recorded (Complete only if 
“Segment” under item 4 is checked and the entire resource is marked as Eligible under item 18) 

  Supporting  Non-supporting  Not applicable 

 Remarks / Justification:  The segment in the project area is represented by two westbound and two eastbound 
lanes with paved shoulders and paved/painted median and then a grassy median. As it approaches Pueblo West from 
the west, the highway right of way expands and a broad grassy median separates the east and westbound lanes. 
Overall the segment has lost integrity of setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association.  The segment 
includes an interchange at the State Highway 45 intersection that was built within the past 40 years and is not within the 
period of significance for this highway of 1916-1945. For these reasons, the highway lacks integrity and is considered 
non-supporting. 
 
20. Recorder(s): Lisa Schoch – CDOT Headquarters 21. Date: July 2015 

 
Colorado Historical Society - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

1560 Broadway, Suite 400 Denver, CO 80202 
303-866-3395 
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 COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OAHP1400  

 Management Data Form  Rev. 11/10 

  
A Management Data Form should be completed for each cultural resource recorded during an archaeological survey.  
Isolated finds and revisits are the exception and they do not require a Management Data Form.  Please attach the 
appropriate component forms and use continuation pages if necessary.  Fields can be expanded or compressed as 
necessary. 
 

1. Resource Number:  5PE.1665.19 2. Temporary Resource Number:        

3. Attachments (check as many as apply) 4. Official determination (OAHP use only) 
 Prehistoric Archaeological Component  Determined Eligible NR\SR       
 Historic Archaeological Component  Determined Not Eligible NR\SR       
 Linear Component  Nominated       
 Sketch/Instrument Map (required)  Need Data NR\SR       
 U.S.G.S. Map Photocopy (required)  Contributing to NR Dist.\SR Dist.       
 Photograph(s) (required)  Not Contributing to NR Dist.\SR Dist.       
 Other, specify:        Supports overall linear eligibility NR\SR       

   Does not support overall linear eligibility NR\SR      
 
I. IDENTIFICATION 
5. Resource Name: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 

6. Project Name/Number: US 50 West Wills to BNSF Acceleration Lane Categorical Exclusion 

7. Government Involvement:  Local  State Federal 
 Agency:  Colorado Department of Transportation, Region 2 

8. Site Categories (check as many as apply): 
 Prehistoric:  archaeological site  paleontological site  In existing National Register District
 National Register District name:  n/a  

 Historic:  archaeology site  building(s) structure(s)  object(s)  In existing National Register 
District 

 National Register District name:  n/a 

9. Owner(s) Name and Address: Burlington Northern and Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway – 2650 Lou Menk Dr, Fort Worth, 
TX 76131-2830 

10. Boundary Description and Justification: This 2,600-foot (0.49 mile) long segment contains the section of the 
railroad located within Section 15, Township 20S, Range 65W, which crosses US Highway 50 in northwest Pueblo. The 
segment begins approximately 1,400 feet northeast of the US Hwy 50 right of way and ends approximately 1,000 feet 
southwest of US Hwy 50, just west of Kachina Place – a private industrial park road. The railroad boundary width is 
confined to the railroad grade and ballast throughout the recorded segment which varies between 20 and 30 feet in width. 
 

11. Site/Property Dimensions Length: 814m Width: 8m Area: 6,512m2 Acres (m2/4047): 1.61 

 Area was calculated as:  Length x Width (rectangle/square)  Length x Width x 0.785 (Ellipse)  GIS 

 
II. LOCATION 
12. Legal Location 

PM  6 Township  20S Range  65W Section  15 E ½  NE ¼   

 If section is irregular, explain alignment method:  n/a 

13. USGS Quad: Northwest Pueblo, 1961 14. County: Pueblo 

15. UTM Coordinates: Datum used  NAD 27  NAD 83  WGS 84 Other:       

A. Zone 13; 530766 mE 4240162 mN 

B. Zone 13; 530788 mE 4240159 mN 

C. Zone 13; 530933 mE 4240954 mN 
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 Does not meet any of the State Register criteria 

28. Area(s) of significance: Transportation, Commerce 

29. Period(s) of significance:  1887-1945. The period of significance begins with the construction of the recorded 
segment in 1887, which ran between Pueblo and Denver. After 1945, auto and truck traffic had a much greater influence 
on the location of transportation corridors and commercial development than the railroad (Colorado Southern Frontier 
Historic Context, 1984). 

30. Level of significance:  National  State  Local 

31. Statement of significance: The entire Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (AT&SF) Railway was determined eligible to the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A because of its association with a significant theme in the historical 
development of southern Colorado, The Railroad Era (1870-1945). The AT&SF first made its way west from the Kansas 
border into Pueblo in 1876. This segment of the AT&SF was constructed in 1887 when the line was extended from 
Pueblo to Denver, providing a standard gauge route between the two cities. 
 
32. Statement of historic integrity related to significance: Some visual changes to the surrounding context have 
occurred over time, primarily in the area east of the recorded segment where residential and commercial development 
and the construction of US Highway 50 have occurred. However, these changes do not significantly affect the feeling and 
association of the railway. The lack of modern powerlines and other visual changes to the landscape, especially west of 
the resource provide a glimpse into the original historic landscape along the railroad. Furthermore, the alignment of the 
railway appears to have not changed over time. Therefore, the segment is recommended as supporting to the overall 
eligibility of the entire railroad resource. 
 
33. National Register Eligibility Field Assessment:  Eligible  Not eligible  Need data 
 Linear Segment Evaluation (if applicable):   Supporting  Non Supporting 
34. Status in an Existing National Register District:  Contributing  Non-contributing 
35. State Register Eligibility Field Assessment:  Eligible  Not eligible  Need data 
36. Status in an Existing State Register District:  Contributing Non-contributing 
37. National/State Register District Potential:  Yes   No   Describe: While this segment of the railroad resource 
supports the overall eligibility of the entire resource, no other resources are located in proximity to the railroad that would 
contribute to a district designation. 

38. Cultural Landscape Potential:  Yes   No   Describe: The area along this segment of railroad has seen 
significant change over time including the construction of US Highway 50 and recent development that has modified the 
landscape from its historic character. As a result, the opportunity for a cultural landscape designation has been lost. 

39. If Yes to either 37 or 38, is this site:  Contributing   Non-contributing   Explain:  n/a 

V. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

40.Threats to Resource:  Water erosion  Wind erosion  Grazing  Neglect  Vandalism 

 Recreation  Construction  Other (explain): n/a 
41. Existing protection  None  Marked  Fenced  Patrolled  Access controlled 
 Other (specify):  n/a 

 Comments:  n/a 

42. Local landmark designation:  n/a      43. Easement:  n/a 

44. Recorder’s Management Recommendations:  No further work. 

VI. DOCUMENTATION 
45. Previous actions accomplished at the site:  Tested  Partial excavation  Complete excavation 

 Date(s):  n/a 

a. Excavations: n/a 
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D. Zone 13; 530914 mE 4240958 mN 

16. UTM Source:  Corrected GPS/rectified survey (<5m error)  Uncorrected GPS  Map template 

 Other (explain):        

17. Site elevation (feet):  4,825 

18. Address:      Lot:  n/a Block:  n/a Addition: n/a       

19. Location/Access:  US Hwy 50 where it crosses the railroad. 

III. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT/SITE CONDITION 
20. General Description (should include both on site as well as geographical setting with aspect, landforms, vegetation, 

soils, depositional environment, water, ground visibility):  This segment of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, 
now owned and operated by BNSF, runs from northeast to southwest and crosses US Hwy 50 in northwest Pueblo. 
This segment defines the edge between Pueblo and Pueblo West. East of the railroad, residential and commercial 
development are common along US Hwy 50. West of the railroad, the area is undeveloped for a short distance before 
entering Pueblo West, where commercial and residential development occurs again. Vegetation along the railroad is 
sparse and consists mostly of dry, shortgrass prairie grasses, wildflowers, and shrubs. 

 
21. Soil depth (cm) and description:  n/a 

22. Condition 
a. Architectural/Structural b. Archaeological/Paleontological 

 Excellent  Undisturbed 
 Good  Light disturbance 
 Fair  Moderate disturbance 
 Deteriorated  Heavy disturbance 
 Ruin  Total disturbance 

23. Describe condition:  This segment of railroad is owned and operated by BNSF and is maintained regularly and in 
excellent condition. 

24. Vandalism: Yes  No 
 Describe: n/a 

IV. NATIONAL/STATE REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

25. Context or Theme:  Colorado Southern Frontier Historic Context, The Railroad Era (1870-1945) 

26. Applicable National Register Criteria: 

 A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 
 B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 
 C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work 

of a master, or that possess   high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction 

 D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory 
 Does not meet any of the National Register criteria 
 Qualifies under exceptions A through G.  List exception(s): 

27. Applicable State Register Criteria: 
 A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history 
 B. Property is connected with persons significant in history 
 C. Property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan 
 D. Property is of geographic importance 
 E. Property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history 
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b. Stabilization: n/a Date(s):  n/a 

c. HABS/HAER documentation [date(s) and numbers]: n/a 

d. Other:  n/a 

46. Known collections/reports/interviews and other references (list): 
Hand “Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Grade, 5EP.1665.1, Management Data Form.” 1994. 
Barclay, D. & Fariello, J. “Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, 5EP.1665.2, Management Data Form.” 2002. 
Barclay, D. “Denver & Santa Fe/Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe, 5EP.1003.8, Management Data Form.” 2000. 
Lewis, Allan C. “Railroads of the Pikes Peak Region 1870-1900” 2004. 
Beebe, Lucius & Clegg, Charles “Rio Grande – Mainline of the Rockies” 1962. 
Blaszak, Michael W., “ATSF History – Santa Fe: A Chronology” 1995. 
Carter, Carrol Joe & Mehls, Steven F. “Colorado Southern Frontier Historic Context” 1984. 
 
47. Primary location of additional data:  Denver Public Library Western History Collection 

48. State or Federal Permit number: n/a 

49. Collection: Artifact collection authorized:  Yes  No Were artifacts collected:  Yes  No 

Artifact repository:  n/a 

Collection method:  Diagnostics  Grab Sample  Random Sample 
Other (specify): n/a 

50. Photograph Numbers: 5PE1665.19_1, 5PE1665.19_2, 5PE1665.19_3, 5PE1665.19_4 

Files or negatives stored at: Office of Felsburg, Holt & Ullevig – 6300 S. Syracuse Way, Centennial, CO 80111 
51. Report title: None 
52. Recorder(s): Jake Lloyd Date:  August 2015 

53. Recorder affiliation: Felsburg, Holt & Ullevig 

Phone number/Email: 303.721.1440 

NOTE:  Please attach a site map, a photocopy of the USGS 1:24000 map indicating resource location, and photographs. 

History Colorado - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 

303-866-3395 
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 COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OAHP 1418 

 Linear Component Form Rev. 11/2010 
 
This form should be completed for each linear resource or linear segment.  Use this form in conjunction with the 
Management Data Form.  Call OAHP staff (303-866-5216) prior to assigning a resource number. 

 
I. Resource Identification 

1. Resource Number: 5PE.1665.19 2. Temporary Resource Number:       

3. Site Name: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 

4. Record of:  Entire resource  Segment 

II. Resource Description 

5. Resource Type:  Road  Railroad  Trail  Ditch/Canal 

 Other (specify):        

6. Component Description: This segment of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, now owned and operated by 
BNSF, runs from northeast to southwest and crosses US Hwy 50 in northwest Pueblo. The recorded segment, 
approximately 2,600 feet (0.49 miles) in length and ranging from 20 to 30 feet in width, begins approximately 1,400 feet 
northeast of the US Hwy 50 right of way and ends approximately 1,000 feet southwest of US Hwy 50, just west of 
Kachina Place – a private industrial park road. This segment defines the edge between Pueblo and Pueblo West. East 
of the railroad, residential and commercial development are common along US Hwy 50. West of the railroad, the area is 
undeveloped for a short distance before entering Pueblo West, where commercial and residential development occurs 
again. The present grade is approximately 4 feet high throughout the recorded segment. 
 
7. Original use: Railroad 

8. Current use: Railroad 

9. Modifications (describe and include dates):  The railroad is currently owned and operated by BNSF and is 
regularly maintained. The rails and ballast appear to have been replaced or improved over time and is in good 
condition. The bridge that carries the  railroad over US Hwy 50 was built in 1973 when US Hwy 50 was widened to 
accommodate new development in Pueblo West. 
 
10. Extent of Entire Resource:  The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway was originally constructed to link 
Atchison, Kansas to Santa Fe, New Mexico. The line into Colorado was originally constructed in 1876, which ran from 
the Kansas border to Pueblo. The recorded segment was part of a northern route constructed in 1887 that runs from 
Pueblo to Denver. 
 
11. Associated Artifacts:  n/a 

12. Associated Features or Resources:  Bridge K-18-BL, built in 1973, carries the recorded railroad segment over US 
Hwy 50. The bridge was not recorded since it fails to meets the minimum age requirement of 50 years for the NRHP. 
Furthermore, the bridge does not exemplify a structure of exceptional significance which would qualify it under Criteria 
Consideration G. 
 

III. Research Information 

13. Architect/Engineer: n/a 
 Source(s) of Information: n/a 

14. Builder: Denver & Santa Fe Construction Company 
 Source(s) of Information: Railroads of the Pike’s Peak Region, Allan C. Lewis c.2004 

15. Date of Construction / Date Range: 1887 
 Source(s) of Information: Railroads of the Pike’s Peak Region, 2004, Allan C. Lewis; Site Form 5PE1665.2, 

2002, D. Barclay, J. Fariello; Colorado Southern Frontier Historic Context, 1984. 
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16. Historical / Archival Data:  Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (AT&SF) Railway made a decision to build its own tracks 
to Denver from Pueblo when the company failed to acquire the Denver & New Orleans Railroad in the mid-1880’s. In 
order to do this, AT&SF formed the Denver & Santa Fe Construction Company, and in 1887, built a connection north 
from Pueblo to Denver. The AT&SF became a strong competitor of the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad which 
already had a line from Denver to Pueblo, constructed in 1871. The AT&SF exited Pueblo on the west side of town, 
unlike the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad which followed the course of Fountain Creek along modern day 
Interstate 25. North of Pueblo, the AT&SF and Denver & Rio Grande Western lines ran parallel along Fountain Creek. 
The availability of rail transportation during the nineteenth century was seen as the key to the economic growth by 
people of the era. This railroad has operated on standard gauge track since its original construction. The railroad 
provided a link between Denver and AT&SF’s extensive rail network in southern Colorado and surrounding areas of 
Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Texas. 

17. Cultural Affiliation and Justification:  n/a 

IV. Management Recommendations 

18. Eligibility of Entire Resource 

  Eligible  Not Eligible  Need Data Is this an official determination?  Yes  No 

 Remarks / Justification:  The entire Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (AT&SF) Railway was determined eligible to the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A because of its association with a significant theme in the historical 
development of southern Colorado, The Railroad Era (1870-1945). The AT&SF first made its way west from the Kansas 
border into Pueblo in 1876. This segment of the AT&SF was constructed in 1887 when the line was extended from 
Pueblo to Denver, providing a standard gauge route between the two cities. The AT&SF was the first standard gauge 
railway to be built along the Colorado High Plains unlike the Denver & Rio Grande Western which was a narrow gauge 
railway. 
 
19. Evaluation of integrity of the segment of the entire linear resource being recorded (Complete only if 

“Segment” under item 4 is checked and the entire resource is marked as Eligible under item 18) 

  Supporting  Non-supporting  Not applicable 

 Remarks / Justification:  Some visual changes to the surrounding context have occurred over time, primarily in the 
area east of the recorded segment where residential and commercial development and the construction of US Highway 
50 have occurred. However, these changes do not significantly affect the feeling and association of the railway. The 
lack of modern powerlines and other visual changes to the landscape, especially west of the resource provide a 
glimpse into the original historic landscape along the railroad. Furthermore, the alignment of the railway appears to 
have not changed over time. Therefore, the segment is recommended as supporting to the overall eligibility of the entire 
railroad resource. 
 
20. Recorder(s): Jake Lloyd - Felsburg, Holt & Ullevig 

 
21. Date: August 2015 

 
Colorado Historical Society - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

1560 Broadway, Suite 400 Denver, CO 80202 
303-866-3395 
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Appendix B. Correspondence 1 

 Letter to State Historic Preservation Officer dated January 28, 2016, with Determinations of 2 
Eligibility and Effects, CDOT Project STA 050A-002, US 50 West Wills Boulevard to McCulloch 3 
Boulevard Environmental Assessment  4 

 Letter to City of Pueblo, Historic Preservation Commission, January 28, 2016, with 5 
Determinations of Eligibility and Effects, CDOT Project STA 050A-002, US 50 West Wills 6 
Boulevard to McCulloch Boulevard Environmental Assessment  7 

 Letter from State Historic Preservation Officer, dated February 1, 2016, regarding 8 
Determinations of Eligibility and Effects, CDOT Project STA 0505A-002, US 50 West Wills 9 
Blvd to McCulloch Blvd Environmental Assessment, Pueblo County (CHS #69577) 10 

 Email dated October 19, 2015, from Daniel Jepson, CDOT, providing clearance for 11 
archaeology resources 12 

 Email dated December 15, 2015, from Daniel Jepson, regarding Archaeology Clearance, 13 
Project STA 0503-088, US 50 West EA (Regional Pond Site) 14 

 An Intensive Archaeological Resources Inventory Along US Highway 50 in Northwest Pueblo, Pueblo 15 
County, Colorado, by Greg Wolff, dated September 2013 16 
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Linda.Stuchlik

Subject: Archaeology Clearance, Project STA 0503-088, US 50 West, Wills to McCulloch Blvd. EA

From: Jepson - CDOT, Daniel [mailto:daniel.jepson@state.co.us]  
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2015 10:28 AM 
To: Tim.Tetherow 
Cc: Craig Clark - CDOT 
Subject: Archaeology Clearance, Project STA 0503-088, US 50 West, Wills to McCulloch Blvd. EA 

 Tim - 

 Based on the scope of work proposed for the US 50 corridor referenced above that is limited to 
construction within the existing highly disturbed right-of-way, there are no known or anticipated 
archaeology issues.  Inventory of the ROW is not required given the lack of both physical integrity and 
known archaeological resources, and in that context formal Section 106 consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer is also unnecessary.  Please notify me when the location of the water 
quality pond is identified, as that site may require additional analysis. 

 With regard to the US 50 ROW corridor proper between Wills Blvd. and McCulloch Blvd., clearance 
to proceed is recommended without further actions - 

 Dan 

 Dan Jepson, Senior Staff Archaeologist 

Cultural Resources Section Manager 

  

4201 E. Arkansas Ave., Shumate Bldg. 

Denver, CO 80222 

(303) 757-9631 

daniel.jepson@state.co.us  | www.codot.gov/programs/environmental  
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Linda.Stuchlik

From: Jepson - CDOT, Daniel <daniel.jepson@state.co.us>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 8:01 AM
To: Tim.Tetherow
Cc: Craig Clark - CDOT
Subject: Re: Archaeology Clearance, Project STA 0503-088, US 50 West EA (Regional Pond Site)

Tim - 
 
The revised primary siting area for the WQ pond on the private parcel adjacent to US 50 exhibits the 
same poor physical condition and limited archaeological potential as the original (now secondary) site 
immediately to the south.  As such the clearance I provided for the pond on December 14th remains 
valid, and no further work is required - 
 
Dan 
 
 
 
Dan Jepson, Senior Staff Archaeologist 
Cultural Resources Section Manager 
 

 
4201 E. Arkansas Ave., Shumate Bldg. 
Denver, CO 80222 
(303) 757-9631 
daniel.jepson@state.co.us  | www.codot.gov/programs/environmental  
 
On Mon, Dec 14, 2015 at 10:18 AM, Jepson - CDOT, Daniel <daniel.jepson@state.co.us> wrote: 
Tim - 
 
The area proposed for a water quality pond related to the project referenced above is highly 
disturbed such that the potential for intact archaeological remains is extremely limited; in addition, a 
small portion of the site was previously surveyed for an earlier non-CDOT undertaking, with negative 
results. 
 
Consequently, neither on-the-ground inventory nor formal Section 106 compliance with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer were conducted specific to archaeological resources.  Clearance to 
proceed is recommended without further actions - 
 
Dan 
 
Dan Jepson, Senior Staff Archaeologist 
Cultural Resources Section Manager 
 

 
4201 E. Arkansas Ave., Shumate Bldg. 
Denver, CO 80222 
(303) 757-9631 
daniel.jepson@state.co.us  | www.codot.gov/programs/environmental  

 




















































