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FAA National Based Aircraft Inventory Program 
Overall Program Goal: The FAA wants to improve the integrity of the counts of based aircraft for 
a variety of reasons, including forecasting and capital planning.   

Goal for BasedAircraft.com: To provide based aircraft counts to the FAA 5010 Inspection 
program that are a fair representation of the airports’ actual functionality. 

This User Guide provides information on using the website, BasedAircraft.com.  The website provides a secure 
login to a site that will allow you to  

 review and edit your list of aircraft 
 see the FAA Aircraft Registration data for each aircraft 
 easily identify any duplicate aircraft or aircraft that are also reported by other airports 
 compare the aircraft counts with the airport’s 5010 based aircraft counts 
 confirm your list of aircraft  
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Crib	Notes	for	Reviewing,	Cleaning‐up,	and	Confirming	
Your	Aircraft	List	

1. Update your list by 
adding aircraft, deleting aircraft, or 
editing an existing aircraft with the 
items circled in the image to the 
right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Final Clean-up:  If 
there are any red numbers 
greater than 0 in Step 1, Step 2, 
or Step 3 in the ‘Final 
Cleanup…’ box, click the ‘Find 
These’ link and resolve the 
issue if possible.  

Note, if duplicates remain in 
Step 2, please add comments 
as to why you consider it to be 
based at your facility. 

3. Update the Preferred 
Contact if necessary.  
Increasingly the email address will be used 
for communicating within the Inventory.  
Please update it if needed.  (Of course, the 
email address is not shared or used outside 
of the program.) 

 

4. Confirm the Counts   
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Tools on the Airport Details Page 

The Crib Notes on the prior page points you to the basics of updating your list, but the specifics of the Airport Details 
Page will be explained in more detail in this section in the hope that you’ll be able to take full advantage of the tools 
created for you. 

 

 

The sections highlighted above will be discussed in the order they are numbered. 
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1. Aircraft List 

The aircraft list displays all of the based aircraft at the airport. The default view sorts the list by N-Number but any of 
the column headings can be used to sort the list.  The first time a heading is clicked, the list will sort either ascending 
or descending, depending on the column, and a subsequent click will sort the list in the opposite direction.  The list 
below has been set to show deleted aircraft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st 4 Columns:  These columns contain information entered by the airport.  Even though only the N-Number is 
required at this time, the additional fields provide information that is helpful for the airport to maintain their 
aircraft list and for the HelpDesk team when cleaning up duplicates.   

 Added: Displays the date the aircraft was entered into the inventory.  Note: All aircraft entered prior to 5/14/07 
show 5/14/2007.  

 Type from FAA Aircraft Registration:  This is the BA Type derived from the FAA Aircraft Registration data. 
If the N-Number is not found in the Aircraft Registration data, no type is shown and it will not be included in the 
count moved to the 5010. 

 Reported by Other Apts: If there is a number in this column, it indicates the number of other airports that 
have reported the N-Number. Click on the N-Number to open a pop up window with a list of those airports.    

 Edit Icon:  This opens the aircraft record for editing.  See the section below, Editing an Aircraft record, for 
more information. 

 Delete: The red delete icon ( ) allows aircraft to be removed from the aircraft list.  Deleted aircraft are not 
included in the aircraft counts in the aircraft header.  The counts will change immediately when an aircraft is 
deleted or undeleted.  If an aircraft is deleted accidentally, use the Include Deleted option to include the 
aircraft in the list and then click on the  icon to ‘un-delete’ it. 

 Add Icon:  Clicking this ( ) ‘un-deletes’ an aircraft record and restores it to the active aircraft list and counts.  
This icon will only be visible on records that have been previously deleted and when the filter for Include 
Deleted is set to ‘Yes’.  (Notice that ‘Deleted’ shows to the right of the N-Number for deleted records.) 

 

7
1 

2 
3

5 6 

7 

4

1 

2

3 

4 

6

7 

5 



FAA National Based Aircraft Inventory Program          BasedAircraft.com 

Airport User Guide 

5 of 15 P O W E R E D  B Y  G C R  &  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .   

Editing an Aircraft record 

When the edit icon ( ) is clicked, the record for the aircraft will change to edit mode, as shown below: 

 

Only the N-Number is currently required for data entry, but the additional information makes a more meaningful 
aircraft list for the airport to maintain.  The additional information is also very helpful when duplicate aircraft are being 
reviewed and cleaned up by HelpDesk staff.  If the aircraft is reported by other facilities, entering a comment in the 
comment field for the aircraft will allow the FAA to review the justifications for why aircraft are legitimately based at 
multiple airports. 

When the N-Number for an aircraft is changed and saved, the Type from FAA Aircraft Registration and the number 
shown under ‘Reported by Other Apts’ will be automatically updated to reflect the correct values for the new N-
Number.  

Although not shown in the aircraft list, the user who edited an aircraft record and the date it was edited will be saved 
in the database.  

 
Details from the FAA Aircraft Registration data 

Clicking on the hyperlink in the Type from FAA Aircraft Registration column will open a pop-up that provides the 
details from the Aircraft Registration data for the selected aircraft.   

As shown below, sometimes the N-Number is found in more than one table in the FAA data.  In this example, the 
active registration shown in the MASTER table appears to be for a totally different aircraft that the one shown in the 
inactive registration (DEREG) table. 

The Selection of the record to use 
for finding the ‘5010 Type’: 
For most aircraft, this is not an 
issue since most aircraft are only 
found in the ‘MASTER’ table, 
which is the current registration 
data.  Anytime there is a record 
from the ‘MASTER’ table, the type 
is selected from that record.  It 
can get more difficult when there 
is no record in the current 
registration data and the DEREG 
table has multiple entries.  (The 
DEREG table contains the 
records of the aircraft that have 
been ‘deregistered’ by the FAA 
Aircraft Registration system.)  The DEREG table contains a ‘Last Action’ date that is usually populated, and the 
record that contains the most recent ‘Last Action’ date is one that the ‘5010 Type’ is pulled from.  



FAA National Based Aircraft Inventory Program          BasedAircraft.com 

Airport User Guide 

6 of 15 P O W E R E D  B Y  G C R  &  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .   

Accuracy of the FAA Aircraft Registration data: 
Even though the Aircraft Registration data is dependent on the owner's compliance and therefore not expected to be 
100%, it is assumed to be the best source for the validation of N-Numbers and aircraft types.   

- Owner information is offered for your reference.  If owner information is not current, it makes no difference to 
the Based Aircraft Inventory, other than for reference when investigating duplicates. 

- If the 5010 Type is inaccurate, it can only be changed by the owner submitting the correct information to the 
FAA's Aircraft Registration system.  Aircraft Registration data will be downloaded monthly and updates to 
the data, including 5010 Types, will be reflected immediately in the Inventory and requires no action on your 
part.  If 'File Date' is older than a month, please contact BasedAircraftSupport@BasedAircraft.com. 

- If the N-Number is not found in the FAA Aircraft Registration data, as indicated in the 'Type From FAA 
Aircraft Registration' column, it normally indicates that either the tail number is incorrect or the owner has not 
registered their aircraft. 

Since the '5010 Type' from the FAA is used to determine to aircraft type, if the type is incorrect, you might want to 
note it in the comments for the aircraft, but the only recourse is for the owner to update the registration data.  (Click 
the edit icon for the aircraft to add a comment.) 
 

Details from the Multiple Airports Popup 

As shown below, this page lists all airports that have reported the N-Number as well as the information 
entered for the aircraft and the date the record was created.   

In the example shown below, the information seems to indicate that it may be the same aircraft reported 
by both facilities.  Assuming it is the same aircraft, it is of course possible that the owner rents a hangar 
for that aircraft at both facilities, but it may also indicate that the aircraft was moved from one airport to the 
other or that the N-Number is incorrect at one of the facilities. 

 

 

Comments are Needed:  After deleting any aircraft that are no longer at your facility or that do not meet the FAA 
definition of a 'based aircraft', please enter comments for any remaining aircraft that have been reported by another 
facility.  

 Comments that indicate why this aircraft is included in your list are helpful, i.e. "Nov 2012: Bought by 
Johnson Engineering and moved aircraft from Texas”. 

 Dates in the comment make them more meaningful over time. 
 Having a hangar lease mentioned, although certainly a helpful indicator that the airport is familiar with the 

aircraft and that at one point it wasn’t just at the airport for fuel, does not necessarily guarantee the aircraft is 
based at the airport since it may only be there occasionally or the lessor may have sold the aircraft after the 
lease was signed.  

 

Note: If the other airport(s) deletes the aircraft from their list, your list and counts will immediately reflect the change 
without any action required by your airport. 

See ‘Cleaning Up Duplicates’ for additional discussion. 

Comments for aircraft show up in the popup for reference 
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2. Filters for Aircraft List 

 

This group of tools is frequently over-looked, but it is very helpful, especially for large lists.   

 The N-Number Search provides a wild-card search for the list.  (i.e. Entering ‘25’ will find every 
aircraft that has ‘25’ anywhere in the tail-number.) 

 The ‘Show’ pick box contains the same filters that are included in the ‘Final Cleanup…’ area that 
allows you to quickly find the tail-numbers that are duplicated at your airport, entered by other 
airports, or that aren’t found in the Aircraft Registration data. 

 ‘Include deleted’, as you would imagine, shows the deleted aircraft in the list.  Once shown, they 
can be undeleted if needed. 

3. Final Cleanup Tools 

  

The tools in this section will help you to identify tail-numbers that won’t be included in the ‘Validated Counts’ that are 
moved to the 5010 Master Airport Record.   

 In Steps 1, 2 and 3, numbers greater than 0 indicate the number of aircraft in each category that need your 
attention.   

 The ‘?’s’ hyperlink provides a definition of each item and suggestions for resolving them.   

 The ‘Find These’ links will filter the list to the aircraft that need to be reviewed. 

 The ‘Show all aircraft’ link will remove the filter from the airport list. 

As mentioned elsewhere, for any aircraft reported at other airports, edit the aircraft record and add a comment noting 
why you consider it to be based at your facility.   

For the aircraft in Step 3 that aren’t found in the FAA’s Aircraft Registration data,  

A. In addition to checking for the accuracy of your list and for typos, it’s frequently helpful to verify that 1’s, 
L’s, and I’s, or 5’s and S’s, or 0’s and O’s, or G’s and 6’s weren’t transposed. 

B. Check the FAA’s Aircraft Registration website, http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry, to see if the aircraft is 
found. 

C. If the tail number has been verified and the aircraft is not found in the FAA’s Aircraft Registration, 
encourage the owner to register the aircraft.  
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4. Count Comparisons 

The three columns in this table provide a 
convenient review of the values shown in the 
5010 Master Airport Record and the Based 
Aircraft Inventory.   

 

As shown in the help file below, the ‘Currently 
Validated’ column contains the counts that will be 
moved to the 5010 data. 

 

 

 

This help file is opened from the ‘?’ circled in the top right corner of the table and it explains the data: 
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5. Confirmation of Data 

After the aircraft list has been updated and Steps 1, 2, and 3 in 
the Final Cleanup section have been completed, the next step is 
to ‘Confirm aircraft data’.   

When the counts are confirmed, it - 

 puts a datestamp on the record, along with the 
user’s name, that lets the FAA know that the 
list has been updated and reviewed as of the 
date on the record.   

 moves the values from the Currently 
Validated column of the Count Data grid to 
the data for the 5010 Airport Master Record.   

The data can be confirmed as often as desired.   

 

 

NOTE: If your airport does not have based aircraft, it is still necessary to confirm your counts.  See Airports with No 
Based Aircraft for additional information.) 

If this red label 
appears on your 
Airport Details page it 
indicates that at 
some point, the 
airport was reported to officially have no (zero) based aircraft.  If this is no longer accurate, enter your aircraft and 
then click the ‘Confirm aircraft button and the red label will be removed.  

The Confirm Aircraft Data button opens the Confirmation screen.  The Confirmation pop-up screen allows you to 
include a short comment. Once you click the Save button, the counts are confirmed and your name will be displayed 
along with the date on which you confirmed the counts, as shown below.  
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6. Helpful Tips and Information 

Three tools are provided in this section. 

A. The Airport Details  

This link opens the popup page shown to the 
right.  The basic information about the airport is 
shown, including the Owner and Manager from 
the 5010 data that was published on the ‘5010 
Data Effective Date’ that is also shown. 

Note: The Owner and Manager information is 
pulled from the latest 5010 data and can’t be 
updated in BasedAircraft.com but it can be 
updated by your state or federal inspector.   

 

The Preferred Contact is for use within Based 
Aircraft and it is never shared outside of the 
program.  It can be edited with the edit icon shown on this page or from the same icon beside the Preferred Contact 
name that is shown directly on the Airport Details page. 

 

 

 

B. Users 

This link opens the list of users for the airport.  Although the logged in user has access to more fields to edit than are 
available on this 
form, the first name, 
last name, email, and 
Status (Active or 
Inactive) can be 
edited from this form.   

C. Report 

This link opens the Airport Details report.  The heading contains information similar to the top of the Aircraft Details 
page.   

The aircraft list shows both 
the airport’s information as 
well as the FAA’s Aircraft 
Registration data for each 
aircraft.  

If the aircraft is listed by 
another airport, the 
information from the other 
airport is shown in the 
‘Reported by Other Apts’ 
column 
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7. Help and Information 

This section includes four tools for your use. 

A. The FAQ’s will be updated from time by the FAA and they contain explanations of the program and definitions. 

B. The User Guide opens this document. 

C. The Security Notice is the FAA’s notice that this information is not for use outside of this program without 
obtaining express permission from the 
office that administers the National 
Based Aircraft Inventory Program. 

 

 

 

 

D. Contact Us opens a page with the contact information for the HelpDesk and information on alternate methods for 
submitting aircraft lists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued……. 
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8. User Account Updates   

User Information will not be used for any purpose outside of the BasedAircraft 
program.  

The username link opens the editor for your account.  
There are 3 edit options as shown on the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Password Edits: This link allows the password to be 
edited.  Use the ‘Close Password’ to cancel without 
saving your changes and the ‘Change Password’ button 
to save your changes/ 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Password Question and Answer  

This question and answer is used on the home page 
when you know your username but forget the password.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Edit button provides access to the name, email, 
phone and address fields.  Like the other two, the data 
can be saved or the updates can be canceled on the 
editable page.  

 

 

 

 

 

For help with a user account, use the link on the homepage for BasedAircraft.com.
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Airports with No Based Aircraft 

There are about 200 airports who have reported that they do not have based aircraft at their facility.  These airports 
have been marked as ‘Reporting 0 (zero) Aircraft’ to indicate that they have reported into the Based Aircraft Inventory 
even though they do not have based aircraft.  If you have ‘reported 0 aircraft’ you are still requested to go to the 
website and confirm your aircraft counts as ‘0’ in order to validate to the FAA that this designation is correct. 

 

If you have already ‘reported 0 aircraft’, red text will appear on the Airport Details page, as shown above. 

 

To confirm that this is still the correct designation for your facility: 

Click the Confirm aircraft data button and use the ‘Save’ button on the lower right corner of the 
Confirmation page. 

To remove the ‘This airport has reported that they have zero (0) based aircraft’: 

Add at least one aircraft and then confirm the counts with the Confirm aircraft data button.  (After the 
‘Confirm’ page closes, the Airport Details page will need a few seconds to reload, and at that time, the red 
text should disappear.) 

To add the ‘This airport has reported that they have zero (0) based aircraft’: 

If there are no aircraft in your list: simply click the Confirm aircraft data button and then click the ‘Save’ 
button.  (After the ‘Confirm’ page closes, the Airport Details page will need a few seconds to reload, and at 
that time, the red text should appear.) 

If there are aircraft in your list: delete existing aircraft with the red delete icon and then use the Confirm 
aircraft data button. 
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Duplicate Aircraft 

Although sometimes the same tail-number will be entered at the same airport, those are monitored and easily 
resolved by the Help Desk staff, so for the purposes of this section, ‘duplicates’ will refer to the aircraft tail numbers 
that are entered by multiple airports.   

Although there are legitimate duplicate aircraft that split their time between a couple of airports, it was found in 2012 
that over 85% of the duplicates in BasedAircraft.com are the result of aircraft lists that haven’t been edited within the 
last 24 months.  Knowing that most duplicates are created from stale lists, eliminating stale lists will become a focus 
of Help Desk for the foreseeable future.   

Duplicate Tail Number (N-Number) Cleanup 

In 2012, the Help Desk staff was authorized to edit or delete the tail numbers when it was determined that it was 
reasonable to do so.  When an airport with a current aircraft list reports issues to the Help Desk with duplicates, Help 
Desk investigates the duplicates and removes them from the other airport if it is apparent that the other list is 
excessively stale or that the aircraft appears to have been sold.  If the aircraft in either list appears to have a typo in 
the aircraft list, the tail number is corrected and a comment is added to the aircraft comment on the website. 

What is a Based Aircraft? 

From the FAQ’s: 

2. What is the FAA’s definition of a Based Aircraft? 

A based aircraft at your facility is an aircraft that is operational & air worthy, which is 
typically based at your facility for a MAJORITY of the year. 

This definition works well for most of the questions about what constitutes a based 
aircraft and it supports the ultimate purpose of having valid based aircraft counts in order 
to have realistic counts for planning and forecasting. The list of based aircraft should not 
be a fuel list or the aircraft registered in the county. Tougher questions involve the 
facilities whose activity is primarily seasonal since many of their aircraft are reported by 
other airports. At this time, the requirement that an aircraft can only be counted for a 
single airport is believed to provide data integrity benefits that outweigh the disadvantage 
to some facilities, but this subject continues to be under review and it may be changed in 
the future. 

Although based aircraft counts are important, they are rarely if ever the sole criteria in 
decision making and shouldn’t cause undue concern if a single aircraft isn’t considered to 
be ‘validated’. (See ‘What’s Validated’ for further information.) 

Gold Standard:  Remembering the FAA’s goal of obtaining valid based aircraft counts for planning and 
forecasting answers most questions about whether an aircraft should be included in the Inventory. 

Some obvious examples of aircraft that don’t meet the Gold Standard: 

 Aircraft hanging in the air museum.   

 Wings and Parts: hangar spaces without a functioning aircraft. 

 Tie-down agreement or even a hangar space contract for a one time or sporadic visits.  

 Aircraft from the city or county or state’s aircraft licensing list that are not at your facility the majority of the 
year 

 Aircraft from the FAA’s Aircraft Registration system with an owner address in the same city and state, but 
Address, by itself, does not justify entering an aircraft at the airport simply because the city and state are the 
same as the airport. 

 Aircraft under construction or repair that isn’t fly-worthy now and not expected to be airworthy this year. 
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Security of the Based Aircraft Inventory 

SENSITIVE SECURITY INFORMATION 

WARNING: This data is being treated as Sensitive Security Information that is controlled under 49 CFR parts 15 
and 1520. No part of this record may be disclosed to persons without a "need to know", as defined in 49 CFR parts 
15 and 1520, except with the written permission of the Administrator of the Transportation Security Administration 
or the Secretary of Transportation. Unauthorized release may result in civil penalty or other action. For U.S. 
Government agencies, public disclosure is governed by 5 U.S.C. 552 and 49 CFR parts 15 and 1520. 

 

 

Site Requirements 

 Windows Internet Explorer Version 6 or later, or Mozilla Firefox 2.0 or later.  

 Security should be set no higher than Medium-High. At a setting of High some features will not 
function. 


