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Meadow Knapweed
(Centaurea pratensis)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every
landowner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found
on his or her property. The Colorado Department of
Transportation controls these weeds on its right-of-
way.

Meadow knapweed is a perennial that grows from a
woody crown. The upright stems grow from 20 to 40
inches tall and branch near the middle. Flower heads
are solitary at tips of the branches, pink to purple in
color, and 0.75 inch in size. Bracts are light to dark
brown with papery-fringed margins. Lower leaves are
lobed and upper leaves are linear. The leaves grow up
to 6 inches long and more than 1 inch wide.

Hand pulling should occur when soil is moist and

be certain to pull all the roots. Bag specimens care-
fully so as to not scatter seeds if the plant is flower-
ing. More details about this species and herbicides to
control it are available online at http://www.colorado.

gov/ag/weeds,
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The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every
landowner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found
on his or her property. The Colorado Department of
Transportation controls these weeds on its right-of-
way.

Meadow knapweed is a perennial that grows from a
woody crown. The upright stems grow from 20 to 40
inches tall and branch near the middie. Flower heads
are solitary at tips of the branches, pink to purple in
color, and 0.75 inch in size. Bracts are light to dark
brown with papery-fringed margins. Lower leaves are
lobed and upper leaves are lingar. The leaves grow up
to 6 inches long and more than 1 inch wide.

Hand pulling should occur when soil is moist and

be certain to pull all the roots. Bag specimens care-
fully so as to not scatter seeds if the plant is flower-
ing. More details about this species and herbicides to
control it are available online at http://www.colorado.

gov/ag/weeds.



