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Plumeless Thistle
(Carduus acanthoides)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed wher-
ever it is found on his or her property. The Colorado
Department of Transportation controls these weeds on
its right-of-way.

Plumeless thistle is a winter annual or biennial. Its
rosettes have wavy leaves with yellow spines along the
white-colored leaf margins. The stems are covered with
leaf-like, winged spines that extend up to the flowering
heads. The flower heads, in clusters of 2 to 5, are alone
at the end of the branches. They are purple to dark red
and are 0.5 to 1 inch in diameter. Leaves are alternate,
stalk-less and hairy undemeath. .

Any method that severs the root below the soil surface
will kill this plant. It is critical to prevent seed produc-
tion. More details about this species and herbicides to
control it are available online at hitp://www.colorado.
gov/ag/weeds.
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