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Common Mullein
(Verbascum thapsus)

The Colorado Department of Agriculture encourages,
but does not require, landowners to stop the continued
spread of this invasive plant. The Colorado Department
of Transportation controls these weeds on its right-of-
way.

Common mullein is a biennial forb that can grow to 6.5
feet tall. First year plants develop as a basal rosette of
felt-like leaves. Basal leaves are 4 to 12 inches long, and
1 to 5 inches wide. They are covered with woolly hairs.
The lowest leaves are the largest. The leaves near the top
of the plant are smallest. After the plant bolts in the sec-
ond year, five-petaled, vellow flowers develop at the top.

Effective controls include tillage; pulling or cutting
below root crown when the soil is damp. Check with
the Colorado Department of Agriculture and local weed
control authorities for herbicide recommendations.
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