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Colorado Hookless Cactus
(Sclerocactus glaucus)

Federal status: Threatened
Colorado status: Not listed

This is a small ball or barrel-shaped cactus usually with
straight (i.e., hookless) central spines, solitary, ovoid

to nearly globular. Stems are 1.5 to 7 inches tall with
generally pinkish flowers. Flowering occurs from April
to May.

Habitat: This species is generally found on coarse soils
derived from cobble and gravel river and stream terrace
deposits, or rocky surfaces on mesa slopes at 4,400 to
6,200 feet in elevation. It is found in 4 western Colo-
rado counties: Delta, Garfield, Mesa and Montrose.
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