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White River Beardtongue
(Penstemon scariosus, Var. albifluvis)

Federal status: Candidate for listing
Colorado status: Not listed

A member of the figwort family, this plant is a peren-
nial herb that grows to between 7 and 24 inches tall,
with lavendar to pale blue flowers that bloom from late
May to June.

Habitat: This species grows in semi-barren areas on
white (infrequently red) soils that are xeric, shallow,
fine-textured, and frequently mixed with fragmented
shale. It is found in mixed desert shrub and pinyon-
juniper communities in Colorado’s Rio Blanco County,
at elevations between 5,000 to 7,200 feet.
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