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PERMANENT CHANGES TO PROJECT DATED SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
REVISION OF SECTION 601 STRUCTURAL CONCRETE  

(GROOVED PATTERN FINISH)     
 
 
DATE AUTHOR DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE  
 
1/3/95     ???  New Specification 
 
5/9/96 SLW Editorial Corrections 
 
9/30/1999 M. Nord Verified the specification references for 

conformance with the 1999 Colorado DOT Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.  

  No exceptions were found. 
 
  Converted to Microsoft Word 97 SR-2 
 
04.11.2023 M. Kayen Revisions to make spec online ADA-compliant. 

5.22.23 Additional ADA. 
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Revise Section 601 of the Standard Specifications for this project as follows: 
 
Subsection 601.09 shall include the following: 
 

An approved elastomeric form liner that will produce a grooved pattern finish 
shall be used in the designated portions of retaining walls.  The form liner shall 
be furnished with a coating of an approved, non-petroleum base, factory-
applied form release agent.  After fastening the form liner to the form, an 
additional coat of manufacturer's recommended (only approved non-petroleum 
base may be used) form release agent shall be applied to the liner before and 
for each pour of concrete.  Adjacent sections of the form liner shall be butted 
together to produce a good mortar tight joint.  All  grooves shall line up in the 
vertical direction.  The form liner shall be securely fastened to the forms with 
staples or nails, or other approved methods. 

 
Form ties shall be inserted through the form liner by cutting a cross-shaped slit 
in the liner.  Before reuse of the form liner on adjacent wall sections, slits in 
the form liner that do not coincide with new tie spacing shall be sealed with a 
plastic tape which will adhere securely to the surface of the form liner. 

 
The Contractor will be responsible to assure that whenever any discontinuances 
of the grooved pattern, or whenever any lines interrupting or intersecting the 
grooved pattern, are called for on the plans, that the resulting lines, 
horizontal, diagonal, vertical or otherwise, are neat and true, and that the 
form liner is not unduly deflected in any direction, including the form liner at 
the interface between the form liner and any other interrupting or intersecting 
line. 

 
Subsection 601.09(f) shall include the following: 
 

Forms to which a form liner is to be attached shall not be treated with oil. 
 
Section 601.14(a) shall include the following: 
 

A grooved pattern surface finish as designated on the plans shall be used on the 
designated portions of concrete walls. 
The Contractor shall furnish samples at the job site measuring 4 feet by 10 feet 
for approval, at least two weeks before use.  The final samples must receive 
the Engineer's written approval before the finish can be incorporated into the 
work.  These samples are to remain undisturbed on the project until project 
acceptance. 
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For all walls or panels requiring a grooved pattern on the exposed surface 
which are less than 10 feet in height, the form liner producing the pattern shall 
be one continuous piece extending the full height of the wall or panel.  For all 
other walls, no section of the form liner may be less than 10 feet in height 
except for one section which may be required to extend the form liner to full 
height. 

 
Horizontal joints in adjacent form liner sections shall be offset by no less than 
one foot vertically.  The form liners shall be  properly aligned to limit visible 
horizontal and vertical joints in the concrete. 

 
The required groove pattern finish shall extend from the bottom of wall or top 
of wall footing to the top of wall or bottom of wall coping or cap, or as 
otherwise shown on the plans.  Grooves shall be continuous with no apparent 
curves or discontinuances.  Variation of the groove from true vertical shall not 
exceed 1/4 inch for each 10 feet of wall height. 

 
Concrete for such walls shall be poured monolithically vertically unless 
otherwise provided in the plans or permitted in writing by the Engineer.  
Concrete finish shall be per Revision of Section 601 - Structural Concrete 
Coating and shall be required for the full height of the grooved pattern finish 
to one foot below ground line. 

 
Subsection 601.18 shall include the following: 
 

Construction of grooved pattern surface finish on concrete walls will not be 
paid for separately but shall be included in the work. 

 


