
 

 
Passenger Rail Access And Operating Agreement: Pre-Solicitation Notice 

 
 
TO: Manufacturers and vendors of passenger rail equipment & operators of 

passenger rail 
FROM: Colorado Transportation Investment Office (CTIO) 
DATE: June 24, 2025 
SUBJECT: Passenger Rail Access And Operating Agreement: Pre-Solicitation Notice 
 
 
Background: The Colorado Mountain Rail Program (“Program”), launched in 2023 by the 
Colorado Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) Division of Transit and Rail, aims to 
enhance transportation options for Central Rocky Mountain communities. The plan includes 
developing a new passenger rail service from Denver to Craig, utilizing existing rail 
infrastructure. CTIO is leading procurement efforts for the Program on behalf of CDOT. 
 
On May 1, 2025, the State of Colorado and Union Pacific Railroad Company executed the 
Passenger Rail Access And Operating Agreement, establishing a 25-year lease of the Moffat 
Tunnel Subdivision and a binding MOU, providing the foundation for expanded access to UP’s 
rail infrastructure to support Mountain Rail passenger service. 
 
As part of activities related to the anticipated procurement, CTIO is providing public access 
to the signed agreement, which is available on the Program’s website: 
 
https://www.codot.gov/projects/coloradomountainrail/assets/redacted-signed-
passenger-rail-access-operating-agreement.pdf 
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