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CDOT Facility Recycling & Waste Reduction Plan 
 

Background: 
This Plan responds to Executive Orders (EOs) D0011 07 – Greening of State Government: Goals 
and Objectives; D0012 07 Greening of State Government: Detailed Implementation; and D2010 
006 Greening of State Government: Earth Day 2010, signed by Governor Bill Ritter April 17, 2007; 
April 16, 2007; and April 22, 2010; respectively. 
 
 From Executive Order D0011 07: 

• “Achieve a paper use reduction goal of 20% by fiscal year 2011-2012 using fiscal 
year 2005-2006 as a baseline;” 
 

From Executive Order D0012 07: 

• “adopt a goal of “zero waste” from construction of new buildings and operation and 
renovation of existing facilities through re-use, reduction, recycling, and composting 
of waste streams.” 

 
From Executive Order D2010 006: 

• “Each agency must develop and implement a plan for recycling applicable to their 
agency by June 30, 2011. The plan must include: clear goals; implementation 
procedures; methods to measure and assess progress; and define a process for 
periodic review of results by senior management so that proper system adjustments 
will be made.  

 

• State agencies should avoid purchases of bottled water except in these situations: 
where water supply is unavailable; bottled water is needed to protect safety and 
health; and for use in emergencies. 

 

• Achieve waste diversion from landfills of 75% by 2020” 
 

This plan focuses on CDOT facilities not maintenance or construction activities that occur on the 
state highway system.  
 

Plan & Goals: 
It is the goal of the Colorado Department of Transportation to make every effort in minimizing 
waste from the operations of the department’s facilities, including meetings, vehicle maintenance, 
building renovation activities and other events. Minimizing waste encourages waste reduction and 
trash diversion through reusing, recycling, and composting to minimize waste contributions to 
landfills.  
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The goal of the plan is to: 

• Increase our waste diversion rate to 75% by 2020, per EO D2010 006. 

• Reduce paper consumption by 20% by 2012 from a 2006 baseline, per EO D0011 07. 

• Avoid purchases of non-reusable and non-recyclable products. 

• Divert construction and demolition materials generated by CDOT facility renovation and 

new construction, from a landfill through reuse, recycling, or composting (where 

applicable), to the extent practicable, per EO D0012 07. 

Procedure: 
This plan encompasses the following items: 

Consumable Goods – including office supplies, paper products, toner and ink cartridges, 

 glass, plastic containers, cardboard and metals shall be reused, recycled or composted 

 when  possible. 

 Electronic Waste – computers, monitors, copiers, fax machines, printers, scanners, appliances, 

televisions, and other audiovisual equipment shall be reutilized or used as trade-in for 

replacement through the product manufacturer or be recycled (not resold at auction or landfilled 

by another). 

  Electronic Media – compact disks (CDs), Digital Versatile Discs (DVDs), floppy disks, 

 audio/visual cassettes, and plastic “jewel” cases shall be recycled when possible. 

Portable Batteries – single-use and rechargeable batteries used in electronic devices and 

equipment shall be recycled when possible. 

Cleaning Supplies, Chemicals and Hazardous Materials – cleaning and maintenance supplies, 

paints, sealants, adhesives shall be disposed of properly according to hazardous waste 

regulations. Recycling of items shall be the first priority if available.  

Mercury-containing Light Bulbs (Lamps) & PCB Containing Ballasts – typically fluorescent lights, 

compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), and high intensity discharge (HID) bulbs will be recycled 

appropriately, in accordance with Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations. 

All department employees should, to the extent practicable and available: 

• Recycle eligible materials through the facility or yard program. Items may include:  

o Glass, aluminum, plastic, paper, cardboard, files, books, magazines, scrap metal, 

printer and toner cartridges, writing instruments, batteries, used oil, anti-freeze, 

asphalt, concrete and mercury-containing light bulbs. 

• Reduce the amount of paper used. 

o Don’t print unnecessary emails, reports, agendas, etc. 

o Print documents two-sided. 

o Scan documents instead of printing or faxing. 
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o Reuse paper when possible or setup a paper collection box near printers for 

scrap paper or one-sided document use. 

• Avoid purchases of non-reusable and non-recyclable items, such as bottled water, 

Styrofoam cups, and buy recyclable or biodegradable tableware (unless necessary or 

being composted – utilize actual silverware or tableware that can be reused). 

• Provide tap water instead of bottled water at meetings and events (per EO 2010 006), 

unless: 

o Tap water supply is unavailable. 

o Bottled water is needed for health and safety reasons. 

o It is an emergency. 

• Encourage the purchase of products and office supplies with increased recycled 

material content.  

• Follow the above recommendation when able. If there are questions, contact CDOTs 

Sustainability Coordinator for more information. 

Implementation Plan 
Currently at least 50% of CDOT Office facilities have a single-stream recycling program.  Beyond 

voluntary compliance with suggested recycling efforts CDOT will develop a baseline of trash and 

recycling data. A more detailed implementation plan going beyond existing activities will be 

developed after analyzing the baseline data. 

The Sustainability Coordinator shall: 

• Assist in promoting and developing recycling, composting and waste reduction 

programs throughout CDOT. 

• Assist in coordinating and conducting annual waste audits at designated locations. 

• Prepare an annual report for the Division of transportation Development Director 

detailing the results of waste audits and progress made toward the goals defined in the 

Plans & Goals section. 


