






























































































































































































































































DENVER-GOLDEN ROAD, JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO

When the “Light Traffic”
Argument Fails

Too often it is believed that traffic on a certain road is too
light to justify Concrete pavement.

The answer to this is that any improved highway increases
traffic. Frequently it changes light traffic into heavy traffic almost
over night.

“Facts About Concrete Roads,” an illustrated booklet, tells
the whole story. Ask for your free copy.

Portland Cement Association

Ideal Building, Denver, Colorado

A National Organization to Improve and Extend the
Uses of Concrete

OFFICES IN 31 CITIES

When writing advertisers, please mention Colorado Highways.












COLORADO HIGHWAYS

April, 1927

Echo Lake as seen from the Mount Evans Highway.

Colorado’s Great Gift to Nation

OLORADO, which has given to America precious

and magnificent gifts—its gold and silver, its oil, coal
and timber, its prodigal wealth of food products—is
about to male the people of the United States another
great gift—

The highest automobile highway in the world!

The Harding highway to the summit of Mount
Evans, 14,260 feet above the sea!

Blasted from solid rock; winding around the
shoulder of the patriarchal peak, emerging at last upon
a broad, level pinnacle in the diamond-clear air of the
Rockies’ topmost reaches, the Mount Evans highway
will be the greatest scenic road on earth.

There is no other mountain from whose summit such
a view is to be had as will become the property of the
American people when the Harding highway has been
completed.

Construction of a modern automobile highway to
the summit of Mount Evans, highest peak in the front
range of the Rockies, was first suggested by the Denver
Mountain Parks Commission, that body of public-
spirited men entrusted with the care of the world-
famed Denver mountain parks system.

It was in 1915 that the members of this commission
conceived the idea of constructing the highest auto
boulevard in the world to the summit of the mountain.
The city had but a few years before established its
system of mountain parks and built the world-re-
nowned highway up Lookout and Genessee mountains.
The members of the commission, from personal ac-
quaintance with the mountain country beyond. the
Denver parks, from the first realized that a highway
to the top of Mount Evans was the one thing that more
than any other would bring fame to Colorado as the
playground of the nation.

Three years passed after the road had first been
suggested before any money was available to permit
the beginning of constrnetion, but the three years that
intervened were not lost. Reinforced by far-sighted
residents of Denver who realized what a road to the
summit of Mount Evans would mean, the mountain
parks commission urged construction of the road, un-
til not only the city government of Denver but high
officials of the Federal Government and of the state
of Colorado became enthusiastic supporters of the
project.

Altogether a quarter of a million dollars has been
spent. on the highway since the first steam shovel was
started upward from Bergen park. The city of Den-
ver, the Federal Government and the state of Colorado,
all have contributed to make the dream a reality.

The city has spent $90,000, the Federal Government
$125,000, and the State $135,000, with $40,000 more
available by the latter for pushing the highway from
its present terminus to the very summit,.

Originally the plans called for a highway to the
summit only, but as construction work progressed and
the beauties of the country west and south of the
mountain unfolded themselves, the plan to make the
summit the high point of a one-day circle trip out of
Penver suggested itself.

It is at Bergen park that the DMount Evans highway
proper begins. A twenty-mile drive through en-
trancing forest and mountain vistas brings the tourist
to Echo lake, since completion of this stretch of the
road acquired by the city as an addition to the moun-
tain parks system. From Echo lake to the summit of
the peak is a fifteen-mile drive, making the distance
from Denver’s business district to the summit exactly
sixty-three miles.
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From the summit down, the plans .of the highway
department provide for a retracing of the uproad for a
distance of about four miles. After the tourist has
descended for four miles hie will find himseltf on the
saddle between Mount Evans and Mount Epaulet,
Evans’ nearest neighbor.

It is from this saddle that the descent toward the
Denver-Fairplay road begins. The first three-quarters
of a mile down calls for some of the heaviest rock work
ever undertaken by the State IIighway Department.
In order to get the necessary grade and avoid deep
cuts in solid rock the engineers have provided for the
construction of three short tunnels in the first mile
down the hillside. Once this first mile has been fin-
ished, construction is comparatively casy. Generally
speaking the route surveyed runs in a southwesterly
direction until it meets a road, built some years ago
as a lumber road in what is known as Decer Park creek
valley in Park county.

The plans worked out by the Highway Department
propose to utilize this lumber road, which is in very
good condition, for a distance of nine miles. This road
connects with the Denver-Fairplay road at a point
about three miles southwest of Shaffer’s crossing.
From this junction a veritable boulevard will carry the
tourist to Conifer and Morrison and Denver.

The trip back to Denver from the summit by way
of Deer Creek park, Conifer and Morrison is exactly
a mile less than that up to the summit by way of Bergen
park.

The highway engineers, in laying out the route,
always had in mind the comfort and safety of those
making the trip. A standard width of twenty feet,
with wide curves, has been provided and nowhere will
the grade exceed 6 per cent, a grade that any automo-
bile can negotiate without difficulty.

On top of Mount Evans the surveys provide for a
large loop directly beneath the highest point. Nature
provided a large flat space on top which makes pos-
sible the construction of this loop and enables a large
number of automobilists to park their cars. From this
loop to the very top is less than 300 feet.

Construction on the road has reached a point less
than four miles from the summit. The present term-
inus of the highway is at a point 3,300 feet above the
saddle between Mount Evans and Mount Epaulet. It
has progressed 3,300 feet beyond the point where the
descent into Deer Creek park valley will begin.

City and Uncle Sam Co-operate On Road

The city of Denver started construction work at
Bergen park in 1918. It financed the highway to the
top of Squaw pass, a distance of ten and one-half miles
from Bergen park. The city stopped construction work
at Squaw pass because at that point the highway en-
ters the Pike national forest. Altogether Denver spent
$90,000 on the construction of its part of the highway.

The next stretch, from Squaw pass to Echo lake,
was built by the United States Bureau of Roads for
the United States Forest Service, which has control
of the Pike national forest. This stretch is 9.36 miles
long and cost $125,000. The road passes around War-
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rior mountain at an elevation of 11,060 feet, but drops
down to 10,600 feet at Echo lake.

At Echo lake the state of Colorado took up the
construction work. During the past three yecars the
road has been pushed from the lake upward until less
than four miles of comparatively casy work remains
to be built until the summit is reached. Three years
were required to advance the road a little less than
cleven miles.

There is not a road in Colorado, and that means
in the United States, which offers such construction
difficulties as the stretch between Echo lake and the
saddle between Mount Evans and Mount Epaulet.
Not more than three months in the year are available
for construction work. The work is located above
timber line, where the rareness of the atmosphere
makes hard work difficult.

Sufficient money is on hand to complete the road
to the summit before the snow puts a stop to work next
fall. The contract for the work has been let, and un-
less wind and weather forbid, the highway will be
finished in 1927. Unless there is some unforeseen delay,
the first machines may travel to the summit next Labor
day.

At present tourists may safely drive to the saddle
between Mount Evans and Mount Epaulet. Even at
this point, some 800 feet below the summit, a view
that beggars deseription will reward him for his trip,
but this view is as nothing when it is compared with
that from the summit, 14,260 feet above the level of
the sea and almost 100 feet higher than Pike’s peak.

A Nation on Wheels

NOW that the antomobile experiences of 1926 are but
memories—sweet and bitter, according to the vari-

ations—we are permitted to review the figures issued
by the American Automobile Association on the great
tin can hegira and to reflectively digest them.

No less than 12,000,000 Americans—one out of every
eight or nine—took to the roads at one time or another
during the year, determined to see America and Ameri-
cans first. It was the greatest overland movement in
history—Iliterally a nation on wheels.

It is safe to assume that the motorists spent on the
average ten dollars a day for food, gasoline, shelter.
That in itself is an item of some moment, one that should
have left its impression on villages, cities and whole
sections of the various states.

The tourist business has come to be something of a
power commercially. The various oil companies have
placed it first in their sales program. Thousands of
garages scattered from New York to the wilds of Ari-
zona and beyond into the sophisticated center of Cali-
fornia depend on the seasonal exodus for half or more
of their business. Hotels have expanded their facilities
for welcoming the stranger. Hot dog stands, delicates-
sens, chicken dinner palaces, barbecues cater to the
tourist trade and no other. Traveling has come to be
business as well as pleasure.
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September 1927

NEWS OF THE MONTH

Current Events in the Field of Highway Engineering and Transportation—State,

Construction of the Monument under-
crossing of the Denver-Colorado Springs
highway is expected to get under way in
September. The work has been delayed
because of improvements being made by
the Denver & Rio Grande Western rail-
road which will change the railroad right-
of-way.

Fred Kentz, Denver -contractor, has
started work on graveling of eight miles
of the main highway east of De Beque.
Completion of the road will establish a
gravel highway to Grand Valley from De
Beque.

Bridge and highway washouts in Pueblo
county depleted Pueblo county’s road fund
to $50,000 on September 1, necessitating
the discontinuance of all road work ex-
cept maintenance and emergency projects
for the balance of the year. The road
crews were cut from 97 to 30 men.

The county has replaced many bridges
which were washed out by high water in
all parts of the county. The commission-
ers have asked the state highway depart-
ment for $2,500 to place an 80-foot steel
truss across Rock Creek on the Siloam.
road to replace a partially destroyed pile
bridge.

The 28-foot span which was added to
the west bridge over the Arkansas river
at La Junta was completed and opened in
August.

Opening of the new North Nevada ave-
nue bridge over the Rock Island cut at
the northern edge of Colorado Springs is
slated for October 1.

W. D. Corley, Colorado Springs million-
aire, has submitted to the department of
agriculture in Washington, D. C., a new
proposal for construction of a “high gear”
automobile highway to the summit of
Pikes Peak. His proposal provides that
after five years from date of the issuance
of the permit the road will be turned over
to the public and at the same time his
Corley Mountain highway to Cripple
Creek would also be made a public route.
During the five-year period both routes
would be conducted as toll lines.

Crushed rock has been placed on the
Sante Fe Trail between the Fowler and
Manzanola paving, improving the stretch
of highway.

0Oil snale as a road surfacing material
is being tested out at Grand Junction by
the state highway department, Mesa coun-
ty and oil shale interests. Two carloads
of pure oil shale have been placed on
North Twelfth street in Grand Junction.
It was provided by the Index Oil Shale

County and Municipal Activities

company of De Beque and was spread at
a two-inch thickness.

It is claimed that oil shale is superior
to macadam or concrete, will not get
slippery in wet weather, will not cut into
ruts, has a long wearing life and re-
quires but little maintaining. The claims
will be proved or disproved with the
Grand Junction test.

After three years of work the Ten Mile
highway through Ten Mile canon has just
been completed and opened to traffic be-
tween Leadville and Breckenridge. Part
of the new route is the abandoned right-
of-way of the Denver & Rio Grande West-
ern railroad between Leadville and Dil-
lon. It was conditioned by the forest
service. The road is wide enough in most
places for three cars to run abreast. The
grade is easy. The highway will be free
of snow earlier each season than the
old road which it replaces, highway men
declare. It passes through a new scenic
section of the state.

The 350-foot concrete bridge and via-
duct at Portland in Fremont county was
opened early in September by H. M. Fox,
the contractor. The work required a year
to complete. Railroad tracks are spanned
by five arches, each 40 feet in length. The
span over the Arkansas river is 150 feet

in length. A width of 30 feet provides
ample room for vehicles to pass on the
bridge.

A mile of new paving in the town of
Portland has just been completed and in
connection with the old paving, it gives
the town almpst 100 per cent paved
streets.

Federal highways radiating north, east,
south and west from Pueblo were recently
marked with highway signs by C. B. Fur-
long, highway engineer and Charles D.
Stepp, Pueblo county road superintendent.
Danger and warning signals were erected,
as well as some new road number signs.

La Manga pass highway leading to
Cumbres pass was completed late in Au-
gust by Shields & Kyle, contractors. It
is a link in the route to Mesa Verde na-
tional park by way of Durango

Members of the Spanish Peaks’ Play-
ground association are urging completion
of the scenic auto highway from the Blue
Lakes resort near Cuchara Camps to the
lakes, a mile up the canon. It is proposed
to have Huerfano county build the road
at a cost of $6,000 at once and receive
compensation from the federal govern-
ment in 1928.

A Modern Maintenance Outfit Operated by Arapahoe County
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Cost of Governing Colorado

THE Department of Commerce announces a summary
of the financial statistics of the State of Colorado
for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1926.

The full text of the Department’s statement follows:

The payments for maintenance and operation of the
general departments of Colorado for the fiscal year end-
ing November 30, 1926, amounted to $10,205,575, or
$9.66 per capita. This includes $842,897, apportion-
ments for education to the minor civil divisions of the
state. In 1925 the comparative per capita for main-
tenance and operation of general departments was
$10.52, and in 1917, $3.53. The interest on debt amount-
ed to $578,273; and outlays for permanent improve-
ments, $5,046,275. The total payments therefore, for
expenses of general departments, interest, and outlays
were $15,830,123. Of this amount $16,142 represents
payments by a state department or enterprise to another
on account of services. The totals include all payments
for the year, whether made from current revenues or
from the proceeds of bond issues.

GovERNMNET CosTs—Of the governmental costs re-
ported above, $5,590,510 was for highways, $1,679,991
being for maintenance and $3,910,519 for construction.

The total revenue receipts of Colorado for 1926 were
$15,295,976, or $14.47 per capita. This was $4,512,128
more than the total payments of the year, exclusive of
the payments for permanent improvements, but $534,147
less than the total payments including those for perma-
nent improvements. These payments in excess of
revenue receipts were met from the proceeds of debt

obligations. Of the total revenue receipts $16,142 repre-
sents receipts from a state department or enterprise on
account of services. Property and special taxes repre-
sented 44.5 per cent of the total revenue for 1926, 44.3
per cent for 1925 and 56.9 per cent for 1917. The in-
crease in the amount of property and special taxes col-
lected was 141.6 per cent from 1917 to 1925, but there
was a decrease of 3.2 per cent from 1925 to 1926. The
per capita property and special taxes were $6.44 in
1926, $6.91 in 1925, and $3.23 in 1917.

Earnings of general departments, or compensation
for services rendered by state officials, represented 12.9
per cent of the total revenue for 1926, 10.4 per cent for
1925, and 14.6 per cent for 1917.

REVENUE From LicENsEs—Business and nonbusiness
licenses constituted 25.3 per cent of the total revenue
for 1926, 22.4 per cent for 1925, and 10 per cent for
1917.

Receipts from business licenses consist chiefly of
taxes exacted from insurance and other incorporated
companies and of sales tax on gasoline, while those from
nonbusiness licenses comprise chiefly taxes on motor
vehicles and amounts paid for hunting and fishing
privileges.

For 1926 the assessed valuation of property in Colo-
rado subject to ad valorem taxation was $1,546,830,046;
the amount of state taxes levied was $5,676,866; and the
per capita levy, $5.37. In 1925 the per capita levy
was $5.60, and in 1917, $4.13.

Scene along newly laid concrete pavement north of Lafayette in Boulder county
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