
Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Highway Location:

Counties: Rio Grande, Alamosa
Length (Miles): 27.793

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The three segments documented for this route were delineated by county and were completed for Highways to the Sky
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002).  The history given in the Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms 
(forms) for 5AL.674 mirrors the history in Highways to the Sky.  Forms for 5RN.753 and 5SH.1963 are not available on 
Compass.  The historical information provided on forms that are not available is not expected to differ from 5AL.674 or 
the information provided in Highways to the Sky.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

112A From SH 160-A in Del Norte northeast and east via Center To SH 17-B at Hooper

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AL.674 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

5RN.753 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

5SH.1963 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No 
changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.  

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of SH 112 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation 
addressing the probable origins of the road:

The east/west trajectory of SH 112 is coincident with township boundaries established by the Public Lands Survey 
System (PLSS) in the San Luis Valley in the early 1870s.  Although agricultural settlement under the Mexican grant 
system had been underway in the San Luis Valley for about two decades, the discovery of gold in Summitville in 
1870 led to an influx of non-Hispanic agricultural settlement under the Homestead Act of 1862.  Irrigated farming in 
the immediate area of SH 112 began with the “ditch boom” in the 1880s (Simonds 1994: 8). 

Two segments of what would become SH 112 are visible on a 1916 map of Colorado State Highways.  The western 
segment is a graveled stretch of SH 68 running diagonally from Del Norte to the Saguache County line.  A separate 
eastern segment of graveled road runs east/west, following the Saguache/Rio Grande and Saguache/Alamosa 
County lines from SH 36 through the town of Center and on to the town of Hooper.  By 1922 a third graveled segment 
bridged the gap between these two segments and SH 112 was so-named on a highway map of that year. 

Improvements to the road followed from 1926 with grading and oil-surfacing occurring sporadically through the 
1930s.  In 1949, in the early post-World War II years, asphalt paving on the road was completed for its entire length.  
During this period other improvements were made as well, including the construction of the Rio Grande Overflow 
Bridge, north of Del Norte, in 1947, and the Farmer’s Union Canal Bridge, just west of US 285, in 1948.

The current alignment compares favorably to early alignments shown on historic maps.  Farm-to-market roads 
characteristically follow county, township, and/or property boundaries.  The route of SH 112 appears to have been 
established for farm-to-market travel.  The San Luis Valley economy has historically been centered in agriculture and 
is one of the top potato-producing regions in the U.S.    

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 112 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an early example of a farm-to-market road, this highway reflects the efforts of the Colorado Highway 
Department to establish and improve farm-to-market routes to facilitate the region’s agricultural industry.  The 
route’s role as an important farm-to-market road may date to as early as the 1870s and is shown definitively on a 
State Highway map in 1916.  SH 112 runs through an area that has been used as irrigated farmland since the 
1880s.  Improvements to the highway commenced in the 1920s and continued through the post-World War II years.  
Under Criterion A, SH 112 possesses significance at the local level in the area of Transportation for its role in the 
regional growth of agricultural during the early and mid-twentieth century. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, SH 112 does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features 
particular to SH 112 that serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While SH 112 is considered to be an early farm-
to-market road, it does not appear to be an important road type or subtype for exhibit distinctive characteristics or 
variations.  The highway’s design and subsequent construction history appear to fall within the established 
standard State Highway design and construction practices.  As such, it does not possess significance under 
Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  This highway also does not possess significance 
under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112
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Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 112 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP


