Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance
Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141
CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:
CDOT Route

Route Description

141A

From SH 491-B northwest of Dove Creek Northeast via Slick Rock, Gypsum Gap, Naturita,
Uravan and Gateway To SH 50-A at Whitewater

141B

From SH 50-A North of Whitewater Northeast To SH 70-B South of Clifton

Highway Location:
Counties:
Length (Miles):

Mesa, Montrose, San Miguel, Dolores
159.764

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:
OAHP Site No. Assessment

Assessment Date

Site Name

5DL.2414

Field eligible

2/7/2002

SH 141

5ME.13044

Field eligible>Field eligible

03/01/2010>02/07/2002

SH 141

5ME.13044.2

Supports eligibility of entire
linear resource>Field eligible
Does not support eligibility of
entire linear resource>Field
not eligible>Officially not
eligible
Officially needs data>Field
needs data
Field eligible

01/10/2011>11/03/2010

SH 141 - SEGMENT

5ME.17047.1

5ME.17158.1
5MN.6048
5MN.6048.1
5MN.6048.2
5SM.3670

106 - Officially eligible>Field
eligible
106 - Officially eligible>Field
eligible
106 - Officially eligible>Field
eligible>Field eligible

06/29/2010>03/02/2010> HIGHWAY 141B/32 ROAD, OLD
01/23/2014
HIGHWAY 146
12/14/2010>04/14/2010
2/7/2002

HISTORIC MILBERN BENCH ROAD SEGMENT
SH 141

08/05/2005>07/26/2005

STATE HIGHWAY 141

12/28/2006>07/29/2006

STATE HIGHWAY 141 (SEGMENT)

10/01/2008>07/21/2008> SH 141
02/07/2002

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Previous Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) include those prepared for Highways to the Sky
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002), which include 5SM3670, 5ME.13044, 5DL.2414, and 5ME.13044.3.
These forms provided the most useful historical information and concluded that individual segments contribute to the
significance of the overall highway.
Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:
OAHP Site No. District Name

None

Assessment (If Applicable)

No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141
Historical Data:
Forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for historical background information (see
OAHP Site Numbers above). In addition, a historical summary of this highway is included in Highways to the Sky.
This historical information was used to evaluate the highway and complete the statement of significance. No
substantive changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky or individual forms at this
time.

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical
information on this highway.
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission,
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in
Compass when available.)

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

Not Significant - No historical significance identified
Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below)
Property Type and Areas of Significance:
A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Cultural:

Criterion A specific requirements
Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)
Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of
significance below)
Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)
Criterion C specific requirements
Representative example (Transportation)
Engineering:

Subtypes
Farm-to-Market Road
Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway
Highway Bypass
Criterion A specific requirements
Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)
Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of
significance below)
Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)
Criterion C specific requirements
Representative example (Transportation)
Engineering achievement (Engineering)
Aesthetic:
Criterion A specific requirements

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)
Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of
significance below)
Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)
Criterion C specific requirements
Representative example (Transportation)
Engineering achievement (Engineering)
Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141
Historic periods of highway construction:

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)
Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)
Automobile age (1890-1930)
Depression and World War II (1930-1945)
Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)
Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)
Level of Significance:

Local
State
National
Significance Statement:
SH 141 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.
Criterion A
SH 141 is significant under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Military at the national level for its direct
association with providing direct access to deposits of uranium and its role in facilitating the development of the
atomic bomb under the Manhattan Project between 1943 and 1945 and the continued mineral extraction and
refinement in the production of nuclear weapons during the arms race of the Cold War era. The improvement of
SH 141 was funded by the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, which resulted in the improvement and year-round
access provided by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) in an effort to maintain critical access to the nation’s
primary uranium deposits during World War II and the postwar period. As a result, the mining, transport,
processing, and refinement of uranium resulted in a substantial expansion in the economy of the region due to the
growth of these industries. SH 141 possesses significance under Criterion A at the state level in the area of
Transportation as a prominent project of the CHD and in the area of Industry for its role in providing primary access
to mining in southwestern Colorado and the rapid economic and population expansion during the post-World War II
mineral boom of the uranium industry in western Colorado.
Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state. Therefore, this highway does
not possess significance under Criterion B.
Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features
particular to SH 141 that serve to distinguish it from other roads. While it is associated with important events in
state and national history, SH 141 does not appear to be an important road type or subtype or exhibit distinctive
characteristics, innovations, or variations. The highway’s design and subsequent construction history appear to fall
within the established standard State Highway design and construction practices. As such, it does not possess
significance under Criterion C.
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered. The technology of highway
construction is well understood and documented. As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records. Therefore, this highway does not possess
significance under Criterion D.

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

141.jpg

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC
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