		October 17, 2024

Revision of Section 213
Vegetation Control Mat

Revise Section 213 of the Standard Specifications for this project as follows:
Subsection 213.01 shall include the following:
This work consists of installing Vegetation Control Mat under and around guardrails, delineators, fencing, and signposts.
In Subsection 213.02, add (h) to include the following:
(h)	Vegetation Control Mat shall comprise a minimum 0.20-inch thick, 100 percent recycled polyester fibers. The mat shall be air and water-permeable, preventing sunlight from reaching the soil. The mat shall be solution-dyed and contain ultraviolet inhibitors and fire retardants. The mat shall support pedestrian traffic, commercial tractor’s mowing equipment wheel and skid plates without displacement.	 
In Subsection 213.03, add (i) to include the following:
(i)	Vegetation Control Mat. The surface areas shall be smooth, firm, stable, and free of rocks, clods, foliage, roots, or other material that might prevent the matting from lying in direct contact with the soil surface. Before installing the mat, mow existing vegetation as close to the ground as possible. The matting shall lie flat, smooth, and in uniform contact with the ground surface without bulges or wrinkles.
Stake along the edges of the matting 18 inches on-center or per the manufacturer’s recommendations, using appropriate longitudinal and lateral joint overlap. Use stainless steel stakes with a hook-shaped design. Do not use nails to stake the barrier to the ground. The stake itself and the spacing of the stakes shall prevent the barrier material from moving during strong winds. Cover all gaps between the posts and weed with a second layer of material that conforms to the post shape and overlaps the underlying mat. Attach and seal seams and joints per manufacturer recommendations.
The vegetation control mat shall accommodate steel posts and end anchors to eliminate weed growth. Extend the weed barrier a minimum of 2 feet on each side of the cable rail posts or per the plans.  
Provide samples and a method of construction statement for proposed weed guard material before construction. The Engineer will review and approve the proposed system before use.
A manufacturer’s representative shall be on-site during installation to certify the correct installation. Transfer any warranty provided by the manufacturer to CDOT after project completion.
Subsection 213.04 shall include the following:
Measure Vegetation Control Mat by the actual number of square yards of material installed and accepted.
Subsection 213.04 shall include the following:
	Pay Item
	Pay Unit

	Vegetation Control Mat
	Square Yard


Pay for all work, materials, and equipment necessary to complete the item.
Instructions to Designers: (Please delete these instructions before including in the project.)  
Vegetation Control Mat is an effective weed control method for use under guardrail, cable barrier, or sign and utility posts. This weed control can be used as an alternative to concrete or asphalt under guardrail. Consultant with Region Maintenance prior to choosing this control method.
Installation of Vegetation Control Mat requires a relatively level, compacted subbase free of debris and minimal vegetation.  It is not recommended in high wind areas or with sandy or gravely soils.
