




December 11, 2025

Revision to Section 207
Rocky Topsoil
Revise Section 207 of the Standard Specifications for this project as follows:
Replace the second sentence of Subsection 207.01 with the following: 
The work consists of furnishing all labor, equipment, and materials for the salvaging, stockpiling, maintenance, and final placement of onsite rocky topsoil.
Revise Section 207.03 to remove the following: 
Table 207-2 does not apply for this Rocky Soils PSP.
Revise Subsection 207.04 Submittals with the following:  
Remove the 4th bullet on the subsoil preparation method does not apply to this Rocky Soils PSP.
Replace 6th bullet with the following:
Removal of debris, concrete, and asphalt for placed topsoil.
Revise Subsection 207.08 with the following:
Rocky, gravely, and sandy subsoils do not require decompaction. All other subsoils to receive seeding (native) as final stabilization shall be decompacted per the Standard 207 Subsoils and Topsoils.  
All embankment material shall be compacted per Section 203.   
Replace the second paragraph of Subsection 207.10 with the following: 
Remove all concrete, asphalt and other construction debris from topsoil greater than 3 inches in any direction.  Retain native rock and woody vegetative debris with a diameter less than 3 inches within the topsoil matrix. Do not screen or remove native materials unless otherwise shown on the PlansRocks and sticks can remain.  
Remove (a) from Subsection 207.13 as it does not apply to this Topsoil (Rocky) PSP
Replace the second paragraph of Subsection 207.13 with the following: 
The quantities of Topsoil (Rocky) shall be measured by the actual volume of material placed, based on the measured area and depth designated in the Contract, or through another method approved by the Project Engineer. Include the cost of removing and disposing of non-native debris (concrete, asphalt, steel) in the unit price for Topsoil (Rocky)Removal of all concrete, asphalt, and other construction debris greater than 3 inches in any dimension for all topsoil placed and will not be measured and paid for separately but shall be included in the work.
Subsection 207.14 shall include the following:
	Pay Item
	Pay Unit

	Topsoil (Rocky)
	EachCubic Yard


Payment for Topsoil (Rocky) shall be full compensation for all work necessary to complete the item including salvaging, stockpiling, maintenance of stockpiles including trash and weed mitigation, and final placement of material. Removal of trash and debris prior to clearing and grubbing and topsoil stockpiling will be measured and paid per Section 208.
[bookmark: _Hlk217045623]

Instructions to Designers: (Please delete these instructions before including them in the project.)  
The intent of this specification is to retain the native rocky topsoil where appropriate allowing for a visual cohesion to blend the project into the context of its surroundings. This PSP is to be only used for retaining native onsite rocky topsoil.
Coordinate with design team to include in the plans retaining duff during clearing and grubbing and the design intent of reusing rocky topsoil.  

Add boulders to the landscape plans to visually blend with existing landscape. Boulders may be anticipated to be excavated from onsite, per Section 203 Excavation and Embankment or purchased.  Include landscape Boulder pay items and quantities, and the Mstandard for Landscape Boulders and indicate type, size, and locations in landscape plans.  All boulders must be placed out of the clear zone.

212 Amendments and Native Seeding pay items implemented with this PSP be hydroseeding. Biotic Soil Amendment (Hydraulically Applied) with mycorrhizae and organic fertilizer are appropriate amendment pay items to reduce mobilization costs.  

213 Mulching. Hydromulching is the appropriate pay time for final stabilization mulching for this Rocky Topsoil PSP. Note that Sediment Control Blanket is not an appropriate control measure for stabilizing rocky topsoil. Additionally, straw mulch is not appropriate erosion control method for stabilizing rocky soils because the straw cannot be effectively crimped into the rocky substrate.  Alternatively, a PSP for pneumatically applied compost is available for locations where compost is available.

[bookmark: _Hlk217045904]Additional guidance is available on the CDOT Landscape Architecture page here.



