
 
 
CDOT SWMP Certification Course 
Common Plan of Development Guidance 

 
From COR400000 
 
 
Common Plan of Development or Sale - A contiguous area where multiple separate and distinct 
construction activities may be taking place at different times on different schedules, but remain 
related. The Division has determined that “contiguous” means construction activities located in close 
proximity to each other (within ¼ mile). Construction activities are considered to be “related” if they 
share the same development plan, builder or contractor, equipment, storage areas, etc. “Common 
plan of development or sale” includes construction activities that are associated with the 
construction of field wide oil and gas permits for facilities that are related.  
 
From COR400000 FAQs 
 
Examples include, but are not limited to: 1) phased projects and projects with multiple filings or lots, 
even if the separate phases or filings/lots will be constructed under separate contracts or by separate 
owners (e.g., a project where developed lots are sold to separate builders); 2) a development plan 
that may be phased over multiple years, but is still under a consistent plan for long-term 
development; and 3) projects in a contiguous area that may be unrelated but still under the same 
contract, such as construction of a building extension and a new parking lot at the same facility. If 
the project is part of a common plan of development or sale, the disturbed area of the entire plan 
must be used in determining permit requirements.  
 
Disturbance associated with utilities, pipelines, or roads that are constructed for the purpose of 
serving a facility, are considered together with that facility to be part of a common plan of 
development. However, adjacent construction of trunk lines or roads that are part of a regional 
network and not directly associated with the facility construction, are not usually considered to be 
part of the common plan for that facility. Note that permit coverage or an R-Factor waiver is still 
required for these unassociated adjacent construction activity) that disturbs one or more acres 
regardless of the common plan of development determination. 
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