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Graffiti

Public facilities are constantly being “tagged” with
graffiti, which is normally a misdemeanor crime in
Colorado. Graffiti removal costs are an unwelcome
financial burden on budget-strapped agencies. For

the Colorado Department of Transportation, spending
money on graffiti removal means that less money is
available for actual highway improvements. Also, tag-

gers sometimes risk their own safety to deface hard-to- -

reach signs or structures on CDOT right-of-way.

A sociological concept known as the “broken window
theory” suggests that signs of decay or neglect tend to
attract vandalism. Thus, failure to remove the first graf-
fito can lead to more graffiti. For this reason, CDOT
endeavors to remove or cover up graffiti promptly after
they appear, especially in locations visible to motorists.
CDOT also monitors national research regarding con-
struction methods, designs and materials that facilitate
cost-effective graffiti removal.
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