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National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA)

This major law requires Federal agencies to consider
social, economic and environmental impacts as part of
their decision making processes.

For a major Federal action, alternatives are considered
and impacts are documented in an Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS).

Actions that do not have significant impacts can be
documented with an Environmental Assessment (EA)
or a Categorical Exclusion (Cat-Ex}.

Law: 42 USC 4321
Regulations: 40 CFR 1500-1508
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