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Rain, snow and other precipitation that falls onto roads
and their associated rights-of-way have the potential to
flow as stormwater into a stream or lake, carrying with
it various water contaminants. For this reason, Colora-
do’s State Highway System is considered a “municipal
separate storm sewer system” (MS4) and is regulated
under a permit from the Colorado Department of Public
‘Health and Environment.

Improvements to the State Highway System must com-
ply with CDOT’s MS4 permit, which requires use of
temporary Best Management Practices (BMPs) during
construction. The permit also requires the incorpora-
tion of permanent BMPs in project design to prevent or
reduce water pollution.

Regulations: Colorado Water Control Commission
Reg. 61, Colorado Discharge Permit System Regula-
tions.
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