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Clean Water Act Section
401 Certification

Highway improvements by the Colorado Department of
Transportation can result in the discharge of stormwater
to nearby waters. When the discharge affects the naviga-
ble waters of the United States, this triggers the need for
compliance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.

Section 401 certifications are under the authority of the
Water Quality Control Division (WQCD) of the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment. WQCD
reviews proposed projects, including their water quality
Best Management Practices, to ensure that Clean Water
Act requirements would be met.
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