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Cultural Methods forNoxious Weed
Control

Cultural controls are one of the methods available to the
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) for con-
trolling the spread of noxious weeds along State Highway
corridors. Cultural control methods involve manipulation
of the environment by non-mechanical means such as
controlled burning, grazing management, or revegetation
programs.

For these approaches, timing is often critical. The goal is
to attack the noxious weeds at a time when they are most
vulnerable. The timing should also accommodate estab-
lishment of desired vegetation. The overall goal is to shift
the competitive advantage from the noxious weeds to the
desired species.

Burning and grazing are not generally compatible with
highway safety, leaving revegetation as CDOT’s primary
control strategy.
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