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Sericea Lespedeza
(Lespedeza cuneata)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on his
or her property. The Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

This weed is a shrubby perennial legume that can grow
to five feet tall. Stems are erect with stiff hairs. Leaves
are divided into three smaller, linear ieaflets. The leaflets
are a green-gray to ashy color. Flowers emerge from the
leaf axis (between the leaf and stem) and can be alone or
in clusters of two to four. Flowers are white with violet
or purple markings.

Effective control of this weed requires early detection,
isolation of infested areas, and treatment of individual
plants with appropriate herbicides. More details about
this species and herbicides to control it are available

online at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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