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Bouncingbet
(Saponaria officinalis)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Bouncingbet is a perennial forb that can grow up to 3
feet tall. The flowers are crowded at the ends of branch-
es, and have five petals that are generally light pink to
white. The fruits are many-seeded capsules and seeds
are dull-black and roundish or kidney-shaped. Leaves
are opposite, smooth, narrow, 2 to 4 inches long, with
three distinct veins. The stems are erect, sparingly
branched and smooth.

Mechanical control is NOT recommended as it is neces-
sary to excavate the entire root system. More details
about this species and an herbicide to control it are avail-

able online at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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