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Dame’s Rocket
(Hesperis matronalis)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Dame’s rocket is a biennial or short-lived perennial forb
ranging from 4 inches to 3 feet tall at maturity. The
flowers are white to purple with four petals and are clus-
tered in loose terminal stalks. The cylindrically shaped
fruits contain many seeds. The seed pods are about 1.5
inches long. Leaves are slightly hairy, alternate, and 2 to
4 inches long, lance-shaped with toothed margins.

Since this plant reproduces solely by seed, integrated
management efforts must include the elimination of seed
production and depletion of seed bank. More details
about this species and herbicides to control it are avail-

able online at hitp:.//www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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