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Hoary Cress
(Cardaria draba)

The Colorado Noxions Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Hoary cress, also called whitetop, is a creeping peren-
nial. The stems, in the rosette stage, may grow up to 2
inches in height and produce grayish-green leaves that
are lance shaped. The leaves are alternate and 0.75 to'4
inches long. The upper leaves have 2 lobes that clasp the
stem. The plant has numerous small, white flowers with
4 petals on stalks radiating from a stem. Seed capsules
are heart-shaped with 2 small, flat, seeds.

For control, mow repeatedly during the summer, then
apply a herbicide in the fall. More details about this
species and herbicides to control it are available online at

http://'www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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