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Moth Mullein

{Verbascum blattaria)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colorado
Department of Transportation controls these weeds on its
right-of-way.

Moth mullein is a biennial forb that grows 2 to 4.5 feet
tall. The flowers occur on the ends of erect stems that are
produced during the second year of growth. The flowers
are yellow to white with 5 petals that have purple centers
and are an inch in diameter. Leaves in the first year are
oval with wavy margins. In the second year, they are ob-
long and have toothed margins. They are 4 to 10 inches
and 1 to 8 inches wide.

Mechanical control practices should focus on preventing
seed production or collecting viable seed. More details
about this species and herbicides to control it are available

online at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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