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Perennial Pepperweed
(Lepidium latifolium)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate, contain or suppress this weed
wherever it is found on his or her property. The Colo-
rado Department of Transportation controls these weeds
on its right-of-way.

Perennial pepperweed is a forb that grows 1 to 5 feet
high. Its tiny white flowers have four spoon-shaped
petals in dense, rounded clusters. Leaves of the mature
plant are alternate, and lance or oblong in shape with
serrated edges. They are not hairy and green to gray-
green, with a distinctive white midrib.

This weed absorbs salts from the ground and excretes it,
altering the chemical balance of the surrounding area.
Hand pulling is not recommended because root frag-
ments help the plant spread. More details about this
species and herbicides to control it are available online

at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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