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Common Burdock
(Arctium minus)

The Colorado Department of Agriculture encourages,
but does not require, landowners to stop the continued
_spread of this invasive plant. The Colorado Depattment
of Transportation controls these weeds on its right-of-
way.

Common burdock is a biennial forb that grows

3 to 7 feet tall. The margins of the stem leaves are
toothed or wavy, and the entire leaf is wooly beneath and
dark green above. Flowers are purple and are borne in
clusters at the ends of branches. Mature flower heads
form a prickly bur that readily sticks to clothing or
animals. Because of its diuretic effects, this species is
considered a poisonous plant.

Tillage is effective for control in the first year.

In the second year, mow to eliminate seed production.
Check with the Colorado Department of Agriculture and
local weed control authorities for herbicide recommen-
dations.
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