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Wetland Mitigation Bank

Traditionally, the Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion has been required to mitigate wetland impacts from
a highway project within the project area, if possible.
Sometimes this is not possible or practical, so mitigation
must be provided elsewhere. This can be done using a
mechanism called a wetland mitigation bank.

A wetland mitigation bank is a wetland area that has
been restored and protected to provide compensation for
impacts to wetlands. A mitigation bank may be cre-

ated when a government agency, corporation, nonprofit
organization or other potential sponsor undertakes wet-
land restoration and protection activities under a formal
agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This
formal agreement describes the wetland area’s restoration
plan and establishes the number of environmental credits
the restoration work can potentially generate.
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