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Section 404 Permit for Impacts to
Wetlands

(Highway) improvements made by the Colorado De-
partment of Transportation sometimes have impacts on
wetlands. In cases where impacts to wetlands cannot be
avoided, CDOT may need a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers under section 404 of the Clean
Water Act.

To obtain a section 404 permit CDOT must demonstrate
that the discharge of dredged or fill material would not
significantly degrade the nation’s waters and there are
no practicable alternatives less damaging to the aquatic
environment. The application must also describe steps
taken to minimize impacts and provide appropriate and
practicable mitigation, such as restoring or creating
wetlands, for any remaining, unavoidable impacts.
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