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Wetlands Compensatory Mitigation

The Colorado Department of Transportation scmetimes
undertakes construction activities that adversely affect
wetlands. Federal regulations require that impacts to
wetlands be avoided if possible. Unavoidable impacts
must be minimized, and any remaining impacts must be
mitigated. The type of mitigation required depends on
local conditions and is negotiated with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

The four basic approaches are: (1) the restoration of a
previously existing wetland or other aquatic site; (2) the
enhancement of an existing aquatic site’s functions; (3)
the establishment (i.e., creation) of a new aquatic site;
and (4) the preservation of an existing aquatic site.

Regulations: 40 CFR 230, Compensatory Mitigation for
Losses of Aquatic Resources
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