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Wetland Enhancement

When a Colorado Department of Transportation project
adversely affects wetlands, one option for mitigating
these impacts is wetland enhancement.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers defines enhancement
as “the manipulation of the physical, chemical, or bio-
logical characteristics of an aquatic resource to height-
en, intensify, or improve a specific aquatic resource
function(s}). Enhancement results in the gain of selected
aquatic resource function(s), but may also lead to a
decline in other aquatic resource function(s). Enhance-
ment does not result in a gain in aquatic resource area.”

Regulations: 40 CFR 230, Compensatory Mitigation for
Losses of Aquatic Resources
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