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Endangered Species Act

The federal Endangered Species Act was passed by
Congress in 1973 to protect and recover imperiled
species and the habitat on which they depend. Since
then, over 1,300 species have been officially listed
as threatened or endangered by the Fish and Wildlife
Service of the U.S. Department of the Interior.

An endangered species is a type of animal or plant that
is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant
portion of its range.

A threatened species is one that is considered likely to
become endangered in the foreseeable future.

Law: 16 USC 35
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