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CDOT Black-Tailed
Prairie Dog Policy

Recognizing the importance of the black-tailed prairie
dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) as a “keystone” species,
upon which other species depend for prey, CDOT has
adopted a formal policy regarding how to address colo-
nies of this species that are affected by State Highway
projects. Impacts to prairie dog colonies are to be
avoided and minimized if possible.

If impacts are unavoidable, populations from colonies
of two or more acres shall be relocated, if possible.
Prairie dogs from smaller colonies will be captured and
provided to raptor rehabilitation facilities or provided
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to support reintro-
duction of the black-footed ferret.

Law: CRS 35-7-203
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